
Beaches Pre-School
c/o Westlands Community Primary School, Beeches Close, Chelmsford, 
Essex CM1 2SB

Inspection date 28 November 2018
Previous inspection date 10 February 2015

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Requires 
improvement

3

Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Requires 
improvement

3

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This is a provision that requires improvement

n The provider has failed to notify Ofsted about one of the committee members who 
manages the childcare provision. 

n Staff training is based on essential requirements, such as first aid, and not sufficiently 
focused on raising the quality of teaching to a higher level.

n Staff do not consistently persevere in their efforts to establish links with other pre-
schools and childminders that children attend, to ensure a fully effective two-way flow 
of information.

n Staff do not consistently gather enough initial information from parents at the start of 
their children's placement about what their children already know and can do.

It has the following strengths

n Children demonstrate a good relationship with staff. They know who their key person is
and show that they are emotionally secure. Children make good progress in their 
learning. 

n The manager and staff work well with schools that children move on to. Teachers are 
invited to share stories with children and to sit with them at lunchtime. This helps 
children to get to know people who will be caring for them. 

n The manager and staff reflect on their practice. Recent improvements to the routine of 
the day ensure that children who attend different sessions of the day are offered 
opportunities for physical exercise. 

n The manager spends additional funding effectively to meet children's individual needs. 
Staff demonstrate consistently good teaching. They provide opportunities for children 
to learn about life cycles. Children watch ducks hatch from eggs. 

n Children are confident and keen to explore the good range of toys and resources 
offered. They say that they like playing with their 'friends'.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and Childcare 
Register the provider must:

Due date
inform Ofsted of the names of committee members and provide 
the necessary information to ensure that all relevant checks can be
carried out.

19/12/2018

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n extend the programme of professional development to help raise standards in teaching and
learning even higher

n strengthen procedures to establish links with other pre-schools and childminders children 
attend to help complement the experiences children receive elsewhere

n extend the range of initial information gained from parents about what children already 
know and can do, to help plan more precisely for children's learning. 

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the pre-school manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the pre-school manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the pre-school.
n The inspector spoke with several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management requires improvement

The provider has not notified Ofsted of all committee members who manage the pre-
school. However, they do not have contact with children, therefore children's safety and 
welfare are assured. The new manager knows the procedure to follow to rectify this 
weakness and has started the process to inform Ofsted of new committee members. 
Safeguarding is effective. Staff know the signs of abuse and where to report concerns 
about children's welfare and safety. Staff attend appraisal meetings to help them to 
reflect on their practice. However, opportunities for staff to extend their professional 
development to improve their teaching skills are not highly effective. The manager and 
staff do not share enough information about children's achievements with other pre-
schools and childminders the children attend. Staff share information with parents about 
their children's learning. However, they do not gather enough information from parents 
when children first start, to help them to plan more precisely for children's learning. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff observe and monitor children's learning. This helps them to identify what children 
need to learn next in their development. Staff help children to learn about their own 
culture and those of others. They invite parents to share their own cultures with children
and provide children with opportunities to taste food from around the world. Staff read 
stories to children, helping them to develop their literacy skills. Children take home 
storybooks each day. This encourages parents to continue to support their children's 
literacy skills at home.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff offer children a healthy range of snacks. They provide opportunities for children to 
be independent. They encourage them to spread cream cheese on their oat cake at 
snack time and talk to children about how to use a knife safely. Children learn to manage
risks. Staff encourage children to develop their balance and coordination when they walk
along a chalk line on the floor. Children behave well. Staff give them plenty of praise and
encouragement for their achievements. Children demonstrate a good awareness of the 
routine of the day. When staff blow a whistle, children quickly sit on a carpet and wait 
for instructions. 

Outcomes for children are good

Children are motivated to learn and make good progress. They develop their physical 
skills, for example, when they make movements with their bodies to music. Children 
demonstrate good hand-eye coordination. They use pens to make marks on whiteboards
and use glue to stick shapes onto paper. Children learn the names for the different 
shapes they use. They enjoy exploring light when they use torches. Children put their 
hand over the end of a torch and show their friends how to do the same, showing good 
social skills. They learn key skills in readiness for their move on to school. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY271753

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10070307

Type of provision Full day care

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 68

Name of registered person Beaches Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910008

Date of previous inspection 10 February 2015

Telephone number 07709603246

Beaches Pre-School registered in 2003. The pre-school is situated in Chelmsford and 
employs 11 members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday during term time. 
Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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