
St Margarets Pre 
School
St Margarets Centre, Kenwin Close, Stratton St Margaret, Swindon, 
Wiltshire SN3 4NY

Inspection date 19 November 2018
Previous inspection date 6 July 2015

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is good

n The manager effectively monitors the quality of the provision. She encourages staff to 
reflect on their own and each other's work. They are confident to challenge the way 
they do things and bring new ideas, so the pre-school continually improves.

n Children thoroughly enjoy their time at this friendly pre-school. Staff know the children 
well and help them build secure relationships, so they settle quickly, grow in confidence
and become very independent. 

n Children make good progress. Staff encourage their learning by providing a very good 
range of activities and equipment that supports all areas of their development 
effectively. 

n Staff accurately assess children's development. Staff make effective use of what they 
know about each child to plan for what the children need to learn next. 

n Staff plan interesting activities to help children gain a good understanding of how to 
manage small risks, and how keep healthy through exercise and eating healthily, such 
as growing vegetables and making soup.

n Staff work very closely with parents so that they know how well their child is doing. 
They successfully help parents to understand how they can support their child's 
learning at home and lend resources to share with their child at home.

It is not yet outstanding because:

n Staff sometimes miss opportunities when children are initiating their own play, to 
support and enhance their learning fully.

n Some large-group activities do not always meet the learning needs of all the children 
taking part, including those learning English as an additional language. For example, 
staff sometimes read stories where the language is too complex for some children to 
understand.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n support staff in continuing to develop their skills, so they make the most of spontaneous 
teaching and learning opportunities, particularly during play that children initiate 
themselves

n review group activities to ensure they are appropriately engaging and challenging for all 
the children who take part, including those who are learning English as an additional 
language.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed staff interacting with children during activities inside and in the 
outside play area. She spoke with staff and children at appropriate times.

n The inspector held discussions with members of the management team, including how 
they evaluate the quality of the provision.

n The inspector undertook a joint observation of an activity with the manager. They 
discussed how she supervises the quality of teaching.

n The inspector sampled documents used by the pre-school, including evidence of staff 
suitability, children's online records, policies and procedures.

n The inspector spoke with, and read comments from, several parents and took account 
of their views.

Inspector
Rachel Edwards
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. All staff complete training, the leaders at an advanced level, to 
ensure that everyone has a secure understanding of what to do if they have concerns for
a child's welfare. Leaders assess risks effectively and adapt practice to keep children 
safe, such as making drop off and collection times less busy. The manager observes staff
teaching and offers training and support to help develop their skills. For example, some 
staff have attended training, which has helped them to support children's mathematical 
development more effectively. The manager works in close partnership with other 
professionals to ensure that children receive the support they need. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff provide stimulating learning environments, indoors and outdoors that motivate 
children to join in. Staff promote children's communication and language skills well 
overall. They listen to children with full attention and introduce new words. Staff 
encourage children to become confident and fluent communicators. Staff interact 
effectively with children, especially during adult-led activities. They teach children skills, 
such holding a pencil correctly and have interesting conversations that encourage 
children to think creatively. Staff help children to gain a good understanding of shapes 
and numbers during planned activities that capture children's interest, such as driving 
model cars around different road shapes. Children play imaginatively with the wide 
choice of resources. They act out familiar scenarios, such as going shopping or dressing 
as super heroes to 'save the world'. Children have fun and enjoy the warm interactions 
they have with staff as they learn.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff place an emphasis on helping children develop good social skills. They always 
praise kind actions and children learn to play together harmoniously and behave well. 
Children are friendly and caring, and learn how to make friends. The supportive staff 
encourage children's independence and help them to develop a growing determination to
try new things and enjoy the experience of completing tasks successfully. Children 
persevere and take delight in their achievements. For example, children are absolutely 
determined to ride a bicycle up a slope. Despite getting puffed out and falling off, they 
get straight back on for another go. Children learn to take responsibility, such as washing
and drying their plates and cups. Children are involved in many community activities and
learn about the wider world, for example, they take part in charity events with staff.

Outcomes for children are good

All children make good progress in relation to their starting points. They are confident, 
capable and independent. Older children listen carefully to instructions and concentrate 
for long periods on chosen activities. They play harmoniously with others and behave 
well. They enjoy sharing books. Children make marks using a variety of tools. Older 
children learn to hold a pencil correctly and many are keen to have a go at writing their 
name. Children count well and begin to add and subtract. They are well prepared for 
starting school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 109088

Local authority Swindon 

Inspection number 10066365

Type of provision Full day care

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person St Margarets Pre-school Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522140

Date of previous inspection 6 July 2015

Telephone number 07816 547752

St Margaret's Pre-school registered in 1988. It is managed by a committee of volunteers. 
It operates from St Margaret's community centre in Stratton St Margaret, in Swindon, 
Wiltshire. Sessions are from 8.45am until 2.45pm on Monday to Thursday, and from 
8.45am until 11.45am on Friday, during term time only. Five members of staff work with 
the children. The manager holds a childcare qualification at level 5 and a management 
qualification at level 3, two staff hold relevant childcare qualifications at level 3, one at 
level 2 and one member of staff who is working towards a qualification. The pre-school 
receives funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and four 
years.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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