
Kids @ Play Preschool.
Ilford Methodist Church, Ilford Lane, Ilford, Essex IG1 2JZ

Inspection date 15 November 2018
Previous inspection date Not applicable

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Not applicable  

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is good

n Both pre-school managers work exceptionally hard to implement changes to help 
improve outcomes for children. They work closely with other agencies to assess the 
quality of the provision.

n Teaching is effective. Children are motivated to play and explore.They make good 
progress in their learning, overall. 

n Parent partnership is strong. Parents value the support and guidance of staff and are 
well informed and involved in their children's care and learning

n Children are happy and content. They have strong bonds with staff and each other. 
Staff are positive role models and children behave extremely well. 

n The indoor and outdoor environments are very well resourced. Staff provide children 
with rich and inspiring opportunities to lead their own play and learning.

It is not yet outstanding because:

n Staff do not focus sharply enough on children's communication and language 
development to help them make rapid progress with their speaking skills.

n On occasion, the tracking of individual children's progress is not precise enough to 
swiftly identify any emerging gaps.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n focus more precisely on helping children to develop their communication and language 
skills to make the best progress with their speaking skills

n refine the tracking of individual children's progress so that it gives a more accurate picture 
of the achievements they make and narrows the gaps in learning. 

Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the nursery with the managers of the pre-school, including 
the outdoor environment.

n The inspector spoke with children and staff during the inspection. She observed the 
quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors and assessed the impact this 
has on children's learning.

n The inspector discussed the self-evaluation processes, looked at relevant 
documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with both managers.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their views.

Inspector
Joanna Wilkinson
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Both managers are enthusiastic and determined to help motivate staff to deliver a good 
standard of care and learning for children. The views of staff and parents are used to 
inform self-evaluation and drive ongoing improvement. Regular supervision meetings and
feedback on performance help staff to strengthen their skills. Staff attend additional 
courses to support their ongoing professional development. For example, 'Prevent' duty 
training has been planned to further staff's understanding and knowledge of identifying 
children at risk from extreme views. Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a clear 
understanding of safeguarding procedures and how to keep children safe from harm. 
They check indoor and outdoor areas daily to make sure children are not exposed to any
hazards. The premises are secure and children are kept safe. The managers follow 
effective recruitment procedures to ensure the suitability of staff and continue to check 
their ongoing suitability. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff carry out observations and assessments to help them plan for children's next steps 
in learning. Staff support children's mathematical development well. For example, 
children learn about numbers and learn different mathematical concepts ,such as the 
difference between big and small. Staff carefully plan a stimulating environment that 
successfully supports children's interests. Staff thoughtfully set up a variety of messy 
play activities for children, who spent lengthy periods of time exploring the different 
textures available to them. Children develop their imagination skills and enjoy being 
creative. For example, they engage in role-play activities, such as being doctors in their 
pretend hospital and enjoy making models of ambulances and police cars out of 
cardboard boxes.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff develop warm and friendly relationships with parents and children. Parents confirm 
that children settle quickly and form close attachments to staff. They promote children's 
health well. Children routinely follow good hygiene procedures washing their hands after 
toileting and messy play activities. Staff promote the importance of healthy lifestyles. For
example, a recent coffee morning has enabled staff to raise the important of good dental
hygiene and links to local dentists. Children play outside each day and enjoy being 
physically active. Children learn about diversity. For instance, they learn about different 
cultural festivals and enjoy trips out into the local community.

Outcomes for children are good

Children are well prepared for their next stage in learning, including for starting school. 
All children are eager to learn. Staff help children to develop their literacy skills well. For 
example, children make marks using pens and pencils and begin to create pictures of 
their likes and interests. Children develop their listening skills through being read 
favourite stories and join in with the actions. Children are independent and select 
activities and resources to enhance their play.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY540291

Local authority Redbridge 

Inspection number 10079407

Type of provision Full day care

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 57

Name of registered person Kids @ Play Preschool Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP540290

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Telephone number 02033023650

Kids @ play preschool first opened in 2012 and re-registered in 2016. The pre-school is 
open Monday to Thursday 8.30am until 3.30pm and 9am to  midday on a Friday, term 
time only.  There are 10 staff who all hold appropriate early years qualifications from level
2 to level 5. The pre-school is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early 
education for children age two, three and four years. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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