
Childminder report

Inspection date 14 November 2018
Previous inspection date 28 November 2017

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Requires 

improvement
3

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is good

n Since her last inspection the childminder has improved her planning and interaction 
with children to extend their learning. She builds on what each child knows and can do 
successfully, and children show good rates of progress.

n The childminder is proactive in evaluating and making positive improvements to her 
setting. For example, she makes good use of her garden for children who prefer to 
learn outside and to offer children plenty of fresh air and exercise.

n The childminder and her assistant work extremely well together to help children who 
learn English as an additional language to feel safe and secure. They offer a nurturing 
home and build extremely strong relationships with them, for example, by using their 
home language in play and daily routines. 

n The childminder builds good partnerships with parents. Parents receive plenty of 
information about the setting, they appreciate the daily feedback about their child's 
daily care and play activities. They are very pleased with their child's progress.

It is not yet outstanding because:

n Although the childminder offers training to her assistant, the coaching they receive  
does not include precise details of how they can enhance their teaching skills.

n On occasions the childminder misses opportunities to promote children's critical-
thinking skills.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n develop the teaching skills of the assistants to a higher level by enhancing the coaching 
support they receive.

n extend opportunities for children to develop their critical-thinking skills.

Inspection activities

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.
n The inspector held a leadership and management discussion with the childminder and 

looked at relevant documentation.
n The inspector observed children's play and learning activities inside and out, and talked

to children.

Inspector
Loraine Wardlaw
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. The childminder has a very secure understanding of what to 
do if she had a child protection concern and supervises children closely to keep them 
safe. She has a good knowledge of requirements and follows her clear procedures well, 
such as notifying Ofsted of significant events. The childminder is aware of her key 
strengths and has a clear vision for the future of her business. For example, she is 
currently working towards a recognised qualification to enhance her knowledge and 
practice. She now monitors children's progress well in all areas of learning, helping her 
plan how to move children forward more effectively. The childminder works successfully 
with other agencies to gain extra support and assessment for children identified below 
expected levels of development. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

The childminder provides children with fun, enjoyable learning opportunities and has 
good teaching skills. She has clear learning objectives for each individual child to support
their ongoing development. The childminder has a secure knowledge of the observation, 
assessment and planning process. For example, she models language clearly and 
frequently, repeats and extends children's speech back to them to help children who 
learn English as an additional language quickly achieve. She tunes into each child's 
needs and follows their lead in play, such as when they engage laughingly in playful 
interactions with numbered cylinders. She encourages counting, number recognising and
offers good challenge such as counting down with an older child. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

The childminder skilfully supports children's sense of belonging and self-esteem, such as 
when she displays their artwork around the room for them to proudly see. She offers 
them plenty of cuddles, praise and encouragement. Children are very happy and behave 
well, helped by the childminder's clear and consistent guidance. They recognise and 
respond positively to the daily routine. For example, they swiftly go off to sleep during 
the morning when tired. The childminder works effectively in partnership with parents on
health and self-care, such as toileting. She successfully supports children's understanding
of staying healthy. For example, she provides healthy snacks and home-cooked meals 
which children enjoy, sitting together and being social with their friends.

Outcomes for children are good

Children make good ongoing developmental progress and learn important skills they 
need for their future learning. Those below expected levels in English catch up quickly 
through targeted support. Children settle quickly and develop strong levels of self-
assurance. They make choices in play such as when they build and design an elaborate 
building with bricks. Children concentrate well during a biscuit-making activity using the 
rolling pin and cutters well. They recognise shapes well, develop counting skills and are 
starting to learn letters and sounds. Younger children become thoroughly engrossed as 
they explore the properties of left over dough with different colours. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY493081

Local authority Southampton

Inspection number 10079553

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 0 - 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection 28 November 2017

The childminder registered in 2015. She lives in Shirley, Southampton and is open seven 
days a week for most of the year. She works with an assistant.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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