
Shipston Pre School 
CIC Ltd
Shipston Pre-School, Tilemans Lane, Shipston On Stour, Warwickshire 
CV36 4HP

Inspection date 23 October 2018
Previous inspection date 4 December 2015

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is good

n Staff plan a wide range of engaging activities that gives children new experiences. 
Children make choices about where they play and how they use resources.

n Staff are well supported by the manager and senior staff. They work together to 
identify training and future priorities which improve outcomes for children. 

n The key-worker system is effective. Staff know the children well and have positive, 
supportive relationships with them.

n Staff support children to develop their understanding and vocabulary around safety, 
behaviour, and feelings.

n Staff support children who have special educational needs (SEN) well. Staff work 
closely as a team, and with other agencies, to enable children to progress.

n Children are supported to develop their independence. They receive positive praise 
when they persevere.

n Parents talk very positively about the setting. They feel listened to, and well 
communicated with regarding their children's learning and experiences.  

It is not yet outstanding because:

n Staff do not consistently ensure that in group situations all children have the 
opportunity to speak and be listened to.

n Staff do not always use their observations and assessments to plan precisely for the 
older and most able children, so that they are challenged, and able to make rapid 
progress. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n improve the organisation of group activities to ensure all children are given the opportunity
to speak and be listened to

n use the information gathered from children's assessments to support planning and provide 
older, most-able children with further challenges, to increase the potential for them to 
make rapid progress in their learning.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching, activities, and supervision inside and 
outside, and assessed the impact of this on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation, evaluated the quality of teaching and 
learning, and discussed this with the manager. 

n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection.
n The inspector met with the pre-school manager. She looked at relevant documentation,

including policies and procedures, staff recruitment and children's assessment.
n The inspector took account of parents' views.

Inspector
Abi Ellis
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Arrangements for safeguarding are effective. All staff have a good understanding of their
responsibilities to protect children from abuse and neglect. They know the internal and 
local safeguarding procedures to follow if they are concerned about a child. Effective 
professional relationships support the development of the setting, and the manager 
incorporates the views of all staff to evaluate practice. The team is reflective and 
continually identifies ways to build on and develop its provision for the benefit of the 
children. Spending of additional funding for disadvantaged children is targeted well to 
meet the needs of the specific children. Parents contribute to evaluation of the setting.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff provide the opportunity for children to engage independently in a range of 
interesting activities inside and outside, for example, opening pumpkins and exploring 
what is inside. Staff plan appropriate daily group activities which children are keen to 
take part in. They actively engage in children's play, supporting and extending their 
learning, for example, staff encourage children to notice the different quantities of beans
in jars they are filling and emptying. Staff provide a good model of communication for 
children. They speak clearly, use facial expressions, and use gestures, visual clues and 
signing. Established partnerships with parents and other agencies contribute to the 
highly effective provision for children who have SEN. Parents say that they are well 
communicated with and feel confident their children are well cared for. There are 
opportunities during the year for resources to be taken home to support children's 
learning at home. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children arrive at nursery happily and confidently. They are greeted and welcomed by 
staff and supported to settle at an activity. Staff effectively support the individual needs 
of every child, helping them to feel safe and secure. Children play cooperatively and 
learn to share and take turns during group games. Children are familiar with the daily 
routine, and rules and boundaries surrounding it, for example, stopping to listen when 
the tambourine is shaken, and washing hands before their snack. Behaviour is good, and
recent training has supported staff to develop children's ability to express and notice 
feelings. Children are encouraged to spend time outside, where they access a range of 
large physical activities. 

Outcomes for children are good

Children develop good skills that will help them in their next stages of learning. Children 
make creative choices about how they use resources, and are encouraged to tackle tasks
independently. Children develop a great sense of achievement as they complete self-care
tasks. They are keen to show they can successfully put their own coats on for outdoor 
play. Most children are confident to make verbal contributions within group activities, 
and to join in with familiar songs and the repeated refrain of a story. Children's 
understanding of feelings is developing well as staff take time to notice and talk about 
emotions. All children, and particularly those who have SEN, make at least good progress
in their learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY437843

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10072210

Type of provision Full day care

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person
Shipston Pre-School Community Interest 
Company

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905823

Date of previous inspection 4 December 2015

Telephone number (01608) 666029

Shipston Pre School CIC Ltd opened in 1966 and was taken over by a new company in 
2011. The pre-school operates during term time only, for five days per week. Opening 
hours are from 8.30am to 3pm. Morning, afternoon and full-day sessions are offered. The 
pre-school employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold early years 
qualifications at level 3 and one member of staff holds a qualification at level 2. The pre-
school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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