
Ultimate Activity Camps
at Headington Prep 
School
Headington School, 26 London Road, Headington, OXFORD OX3 7PB

Inspection date 23 October 2018
Previous inspection date 26 July 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Not Applicable

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is good

n Managers are keen and dedicated to ensuring the camp delivers a high-quality service 
to parents and children. The system that managers have in place for self-evaluation 
works well. They take on the views of staff, parents and children and make appropriate
changes. Managers have a good awareness of what they do well and areas to focus on 
to promote continuous development.

n Staff are good role models and they have very consistent expectations of children's 
behaviour. Children learn the rules, behave well and respect each other.

n Children are warmly welcomed into the camp by friendly staff. Staff show a genuine 
interest in them and discuss the activities that they will be doing, such as swimming, 
scatter ball and nature trails.

n Parents are very happy with the service the camp provides. They find the staff team 
approachable and flexible to meet the individual needs of their children. They state that
their children enjoy attending the camp and enjoy the play-based ethos.

It is not yet outstanding because:

n At times, activities are not organised effectively to engage the quieter children fully and
encourage their involvement.

n The strategies used by staff to share information about children's interests and abilities 
from parents at the outset are not fully embedded.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n review the organisation of activities to support quieter children to engage fully and enjoy 
the overall experience

n enhance ways to work in partnerships with all parents to promote a more consistent 
approach to understanding children's interests and abilities.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed children interacting with staff and engaging in activities indoors
and in the outdoor area. 

n The inspector took account of the views of parents and children spoken on the day of 
inspection and views expressed through parental questionnaires. 

n The inspector undertook a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector looked at and discussed documentation in relation to safeguarding, risk 

assessments and daily attendance registers.
n The inspector held a meeting with the director. She looked at relevant documentation 

and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the camp.

Inspector
Amanda Perkin
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

The provider and managers provide clear and strong leadership and have high 
expectations of staff. They undertake regular observations and give clear guidance to 
continually improve staff's practice. Self-evaluation leads to a well-targeted action plan 
for improvements. It includes the views of children, parents, staff and other 
professionals. Safeguarding is effective. Recruitment, vetting, induction and appraisal 
programmes help ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. The provider, 
managers and staff are vigilant and have a good understanding of how to deal with any 
child protection concerns. They have an up-to-date knowledge of current legislation and 
implement thorough procedures to help protect children and provide a secure 
environment. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff take good account of the differing needs and interests of children of varying ages. 
For example, they provide a dedicated room for younger children where they can use 
age-appropriate and challenging resources to help extend their existing skills for their 
future learning. Staff support children's ideas effectively and encourage their opinions. 
For example, children excitedly suggest some of them hide under the parachute and 
then others take turns to pull the parachute 'up and down' in small groups. This supports
turn taking and children's physical development well. Staff support children's 
communication and language well. They ask children questions about their play and 
include them well in conversations. Staff challenge children and play games with them. 
They encourage children's active thinking and promote children's skills to share and 
consider others' feelings.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children's physical development and well-being are well supported. Staff provide plenty 
of opportunities for children to exercise on a daily basis. For example, children enjoy 
using the sports hall where they stretch out before playing scatter ball and practise their 
physical skills. Staff help children to develop a good sense of their own safety. For 
example, children know they need to remove their socks as they could slip in the hall 
and have a good understanding of the fire drill procedures. Staff encourage conversation
about the benefits of healthy food on children's bodies, and children understand the 
importance of a healthy lifestyle. For example, staff remind children of the importance of
rehydrating after undertaking physical exercise. Staff are positive role models for children
and consistently remind them of their high expectations for behaviour. They build strong 
bonds with children, who are happy and secure.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY476483

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10075867

Type of provision Out-of-school day care

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 4 - 7

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person The Ultimate Activity Company Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901335

Date of previous inspection 26 July 2016

Telephone number 0330 1117077

Ultimate Activity Camps at Headington Prep School is one of 32 provisions run by The 
Ultimate Activity Company Ltd. This setting registered in 2014 and operates from 
Headington Preparatory School in Oxford. The setting operates each weekday from 8am 
until 6pm, during the Easter and summer holidays, and the October and February half-
term holidays. The setting employs 12 staff, two of whom have qualified teacher status.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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