
Childminder report

Inspection date 17 October 2018
Previous inspection date 19 January 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is good

n The childminder uses what she knows about children to challenge them effectively in 
their learning so that they make good progress. She promotes children's individual 
learning well while she interacts with them.

n The childminder gives children's personal, social and emotional development a high 
priority. Children are happy and settled. The childminder initially agrees a gradual 
settling-in period with parents, which helps children to feel emotionally secure when 
care begins.

n Children make decisions from the variety of resources available to them and they 
confidently talk about their favourite toys.

n The childminder supports children well in developing good handling skills. Children's 
pencil control is developing well and they are able to competently use cutlery.  

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents are very happy with the childminder's 
provision. They say that the childminder interacts with children in a way that results in 
a good learning experience for their children. They comment on how quickly their 
children settle in and how the childminder makes them feel welcome. They are very 
happy with their children's progress.  

n The childminder keeps her knowledge about early years issues up to date, for example,
through proactive research and training.

It is not yet outstanding because:

n At times, the childminder does not give children enough time to put their own thoughts
into words, in conversation and when she asks them questions.

n The childminder does not fully support children in exploring different textures and 
materials and in finding things out for themselves.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n extend practice for promoting children's thinking and speaking skills, giving them time to 
put their thoughts into words, in conversation and when questions are asked of them

n broaden the range of textures and materials accessible to children for exploration and 
investigation. 

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed activities while children played in the indoor play areas. She 
discussed teaching methods with the childminder.

n The inspector spoke to the childminder at appropriate times throughout the inspection.
n The inspector looked at evidence of the childminder's training. She checked evidence of

the suitability of adults who live in the household.
n The inspector looked at policies and procedures and a range of other documentation.
n The inspector took account of parents' views.

Inspector
Jan Burnet
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The childminder ensures that children play 
in safe and secure premises. For example, she has identified some potential risks in her 
garden and so currently it is inaccessible to the children. The childminder ensures that 
she provides other outdoor activities. She is fully aware of her responsibilities to protect 
children from harm. She keeps her knowledge of the signs of abuse and neglect up to 
date and knows the local referral procedures to follow if she has a concern. The 
childminder is aware of the duty to prevent children being drawn into situations that may
put them at risk of harm. In order to review and improve her provision she is proactive 
in obtaining knowledge about early years issues. For example, she uses information 
obtained through her membership of an association for early years workers to reflect on 
her practice. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

The childminder observes and assesses children's progress and plans for their future 
learning using her good knowledge of each child. She provides toys and books that link 
to children's interests, and currently these include living things, particularly sea 
creatures. The childminder encourages children to understand that information can be 
gained from books. Images in books and online are helping to enhance children's 
learning. The childminder encourages children to sing while they play. They 
spontaneously sing a song about rain while they pretend that a toy funnel is an 
umbrella. They also use the funnel as a loud haler, knowing that they can make different
sounds with their voices. The childminder supports children's interest in the natural 
world. They enjoy walks to the local woods where they look for 'bugs and crawlies'. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children enjoy their learning in a welcoming environment. The bond between the 
childminder and the children is strong. Children behave well. They learn to share and 
take turns and the childminder successfully boosts their self-esteem, for example, 
through praising their efforts and achievements. Children develop an understanding of 
dangers and how to keep themselves safe. They learn about potentially hot items in the 
kitchen, road safety and how to walk safely on the pavement. The childminder makes 
sure that they are aware of the risks if their shoes are not fastened properly. Parents 
provide healthy food and the childminder uses her food hygiene knowledge effectively to
help protect children's good health.

Outcomes for children are good

Children develop good skills that help them to be ready for the move on to pre-school 
and school. They learn to manage their self-care needs independently and manage 
simple tasks for themselves, such as putting on their coats and shoes. Children play 
board games that help to support their understanding of turn taking, develop their 
handling skills and promote their mathematical development with regard to counting and
calculation. Children learn about similarities and differences between themselves and 
others, such as through gaining an awareness of different families and traditions.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 510476

Local authority Coventry

Inspection number 10062297

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 2 - 11

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 19 January 2016

The childminder registered in 1997 and lives in Coventry. She operates all year round 
from 7.30am to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family holidays.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk

© Crown copyright 2018

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
file:///D:/CACI/LIVE/OBDATA/G1/P1/L1/OB_LIVE/_PH_/www.ofsted.gov.uk/user
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

