
Lamb Setts Montessori 
Nursery School and 
Out Of School Club
c/o Lamb Setts Montessori Nursery, 26-28 Chapel Street, Mosborough, 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire S20 5BT

Inspection date 17 September 2018
Previous inspection date 14 October 2014

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is good

n Children make steady progress, and any gaps in their development are addressed 
effectively. This includes working in multi-agency partnerships to support children who 
have special educational needs or disabilities.

n The recently developed outside play area offers children many opportunities for 
exploratory and imaginative play with a range of open ended, natural resources.

n Staff's knowledge and understanding of safeguarding matters is sound. This includes 
recognition of concerns, effective reporting procedures and appropriate referral 
processes.

n The leadership and management team demonstrate and describe aspirations to 
continuously improve the setting, and have clearly identified areas for development.

n Arrangements for children's transitions to, from and within the setting are effectively 
planned. As a result, children and their parents feel well supported at times of change. 

n Parents speak positively about the setting. They say they feel well informed about what
their children do at nursery, and they recognise the input the nursery has made 
towards their children's good progress.

It is not yet outstanding because:

n Occasionally, staff do not recognise all possible hazards in the outdoor area.
n Routines are not always sufficiently flexible to support children's individual needs.
n Some younger children are not fully involved in the social aspect of meal times, and do 

not have opportunities to develop their independence.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n Strengthen the current arrangements for risk assessments to ensure that staff identify all 
possible hazards in the outdoor area.

n Develop routines so that they are highly responsive to children's individual needs.
n Promote opportunities for all children to develop independence, social skills and problem 

solving abilities.

Inspection activities

n The inspectors observed children in all areas of the setting, inside and outside.
n The inspectors spoke with children, parents and staff at appropriate times throughout 

the day.
n The manager and one inspector undertook joint observations of teaching and learning. 
n The manager met with one inspector and discussed the leadership and management 

arrangements.
n The inspectors viewed various documentation including children's assessments, 

individual support plans, polices and procedures, and records of staff training and 
development.

Inspectors
Louise Goodger
Sarah Dimsdale
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a good knowledge and understanding of how to 
keep children safe. For example, they are clear on the procedures for whistleblowing and
reporting safeguarding concerns. In addition, the manager has worked very closely with 
other agencies to identify and action, identified areas for improvement with regard to 
safeguarding children. There are clear risk assessments in place which help to ensure 
that the premises are safe. However, these could be strengthened to ensure that staff 
identify all possible hazards in the outdoor area. Staff receive good opportunities to 
attend regular training. This is complemented further, by an effective programme of 
professional development and the clear improvement plans for the nursery. As a result, 
staff's practice with the children is good and continues to improve. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff work together to plan and develop interesting and exciting activities for the 
children. These plans are flexible to allow for children's interests, and therefore children 
remain interested, and keen to join in. Staff revisit previous activities to consolidate 
children's learning. Observations and assessments of children are moderated to ensure 
these are accurate. These are then used to make sure that activities remain consistently 
challenging for each child. Older children enjoy being involved in serving their own food 
and drinks, and sitting and talking together at mealtimes. However, this practice is not 
always followed for the younger children in the setting. The newly developed outside 
area offers children the chance to explore the natural environment and develop their 
imaginative play. For example, one child collects pine needles in a bowl and mixes them 
to make 'dinner', while another pretends that a stick she has found is a snake.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff work closely with children to devise, and consistently implement clear boundaries 
and rules at the nursery. This promotes children's good behaviour. Staff have developed 
warm and responsive relationships with the children in their care. This supports 
children's emotional wellbeing. However, recent changes to the key-person system 
means that occasionally, routines are not always flexible. Children receive good 
opportunities to explore and celebrate each other's differences and similarities. 
Consequently, they develop a good understanding of the wider world. Children learn 
about the importance of healthy lifestyles and thoroughly enjoy the healthy snacks and 
meals on offer at the nursery. 

Outcomes for children are good

Children are making good progress because the quality of teaching is good. The setting 
has effective processes for offering additional support to children who have special 
educational needs or disabilities. This includes individual support plans, strong 
partnerships with parents, and the involvement of other agencies where this is 
appropriate. Parents report that they feel well supported by knowledgeable staff who tell
them about the progress their children are making. They told us that their children are 
happy at the nursery. Children leave the setting well prepared for school.



Inspection report: Lamb Setts Montessori Nursery School and Out Of School Club, 17 September 
2018 4 of 5

Setting details

Unique reference number EY216890

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10079049

Type of provision Full day care

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 0 - 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 42

Name of registered person Lamb Setts Nursery Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521003

Date of previous inspection 14 October 2014

Telephone number 0114 248 6960

Lamb Setts Montessori Nursery School and Out of School Club was registered in 1994 on 
the Early Years Register and the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register.
The nursery is situated in Mosborough, Sheffield. The nursery employs 10 members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, including 
one with Early Years Professional status. The nursery opens Monday to Friday all year 
round. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery follows the Montessori teaching 
approach to learning.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk

© Crown copyright 2018

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
file:///D:/CACI/LIVE/OBDATA/G1/P1/L1/OB_LIVE/_PH_/www.ofsted.gov.uk/user
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

