
Central Playgroup
Old Moorgate School, Moorgate, TAMWORTH, Staffordshire B79 7EL

Inspection date 3 October 2018
Previous inspection date 3 November 2015

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is good

n The manager and practitioners demonstrate a good commitment to improving the 
quality of the playgroup to benefit children. Practitioners are experienced and well 
qualified. They use their good knowledge of how young children develop and provide 
an environment which enables children to build on their interests and learning.

n Children are happy and well cared for. Effective settling-in procedures meet children's 
individual needs. Practitioners work closely with parents to sensitively support a smooth
transition for children from home to the playgroup. This supports children's emotional 
well-being successfully. 

n Partnerships with parents, local schools and other professionals work well. These good 
relationships make a strong contribution to meeting children's needs and supporting 
their progress. Parents speak very positively about how well their children's confidence,
speech and language have developed since joining the playgroup. They say their 
children are very happy attending. 

It is not yet outstanding because:

n Although the provider has begun to monitor the progress made by some groups of 
children, this is not fully embedded to ensure every child is supported to reach the 
highest level of attainment. 

n Practitioners do not consistently obtain enough information from parents about what 
children already know and can do when they first start, to help them fully plan their 
learning from the outset.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n extend the monitoring of children's progress to identify further gaps in achievement 
between different groups of children

n build on the range of information gained from parents about what their child already knows
and can do when they first start, and use this information to support children's learning 
further from the outset.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant documentation 

and evidence of the suitability of practitioners working at the playgroup, and those of 
the committee members. 

n The inspector spoke to children and practitioners at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector spoke to parents and carers during the inspection and took account of 
their views.  

Inspector
Jacqueline Nation
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. Practitioners demonstrate their good knowledge of child 
protection issues and are able to identify the possible indicators of abuse or neglect. 
They understand the procedures to follow in the event of a concern about a child's 
welfare. Practitioners supervise children well. They are all vetted to ensure their 
suitability to work with children. There are opportunities for practitioners to complete 
further training to keep their skills and knowledge up to date. Additional funding is 
utilised well to improve outcomes for children. For example, new equipment in the 
outdoor area helps to promote children's physical skills and well-being effectively. 
Parents are kept well informed about their children's progress and how they can further 
support their learning at home. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Children learn in a language-rich environment and quickly learn that print carries 
meaning. Practitioners listen to what children say, ask questions and model language 
well. New words are weaved into activities to extend children's language and 
mathematical skills. Practitioners teach children the names of different vegetables, such 
as broccoli and onions, as they use them for printing. Children thoroughly enjoy singing 
action songs and nursery rhymes. Opportunities for creative development are good and 
children are given time while painting to develop their own ideas, in their own way. 
Children count, understand about quantity and size, and use shape names in their play.  
Children like the experience of making bread rolls for snack time and work well together, 
taking turns to combine the different ingredients. Children use their imaginations well as 
they build models. They describe what they are making, including a museum for their 
dinosaurs. Children investigate a range of different textures while playing with farm 
animals and vehicles. Different cereals and materials in the play tray create a landscape 
for children to explore and discover in their own time.   

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Practitioners create a welcoming and nurturing environment. Playrooms are organised 
very thoughtfully to promote choice and good independence. Children's personal and 
emotional development are supported very well. Children show through their play that 
they feel safe and secure. Practitioners teach children about the world around them, 
including different festivals, such as the Harvest Festival. Children learn how to keep safe
and gentle reminders help children to think about others as they play, such as by taking 
turns and sharing. Children follow good hygiene routines, enjoy a range of healthy 
snacks and benefit from good opportunities to spend time in the fresh air. 

Outcomes for children are good

Children develop the underpinning skills and confidence they need for their future 
success and move on to school. Early literacy and mathematical skills develop well. 
Children are keen learners and develop good listening skills, practise mark making and 
'have a go' at writing their name. Children develop good social skills and positive 
relationships with their peers. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number 218112

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10065986

Type of provision Full day care

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Central Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910025

Date of previous inspection 3 November 2015

Telephone number 07985777812

Central Playgroup registered in 1974. The playgroup employs eight childcare staff, seven 
of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The playgroup is open from
Monday to Friday, during term time. Sessions are from 9am until 3.30pm. The playgroup 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.  

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk


Inspection report: Central Playgroup, 3 October 2018 5 of 5

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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