
The Play Shelter ASC 
@ Snowsfields
Snowsfields Primary School, Kirby Grove, LONDON SE1 3TD

Inspection date 11 September 2018
Previous inspection date 16 February 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Not Applicable

Summary of key findings for parents

The provision is good

n The manager evaluates the effectiveness of the service very well. She works effectively
with senior colleagues and identifies priorities for further development. This helps her 
to maintain good standards.

n Staff provide very good support for children to develop positive social skills. Children 
learn how to play and have fun together and build on their skills in enjoyable ways.

n The manager supports staff well. They receive good advice and guidance, and are clear
about how to carry out their roles effectively.

n Staff plan good activities for children to build on their physical skills. Children have 
regular opportunities to engage in active play with their older friends.

n Parents speak highly of the staff. They value the flexible and responsive service 
provided.

It is not yet outstanding because:

n Although staff support children's emotional well-being effectively overall, they do not 
always consider how younger children can be supported during large-group activities.

n Communication with the schools that children attend does not consistently lead to 
information being shared about children's care and development needs.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n review large-group activities to better meet the emotional needs of the youngest children
n extend communication with the schools that children attend so that information about their

care and development needs is shared more consistently, and further support continuity in 
their care.

Inspection activities

n The inspector reviewed a range of policies and documentation, including risk 
assessments, attendance registers, children's activity plans and menus.

n The inspector spoke with children, parents and staff during the inspection visit.
n The inspector observed and discussed an activity with the manager.
n The inspector observed the quality of interactions between staff and children, and the 

impact this has on children's engagement in activities.

Inspector
Kareen Jacobs



Inspection report: The Play Shelter ASC @ Snowsfields, 11 September 2018 3 of 5

Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. The manager and her staff know how to recognise when a 
child is at risk or when there are potential concerns about their safety. They are aware of
how to respond to and report concerns about a child's welfare. There are effective 
systems in place to keep children safe. For example, staff are aware of school collection 
protocols and implement them well. The manager completes training to enhance her 
knowledge and skills. She shares information and meets regularly with staff to further 
develop their personal effectiveness. The manager seeks feedback from parents to help 
make improvements and works well with external practitioners to share ideas. For 
instance, she has revised the process for settling in new children. The club is well 
resourced and children show that they enjoy taking part in activities.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff interact well with children. They provide activities that build on their interests and 
prior knowledge. For example, children further develop their literacy skills as they write 
or draw answers suggested by their friends during a quiz. Staff encourage children to 
use their imaginations, for instance, as they play with them in the home corner. Children 
use balance and coordination as they throw and dodge balls during team games. Staff 
help them to develop an understanding of the wider world, such as during discussions 
about the types of animals that live in the sea.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff support children's understanding of how to stay healthy. For example, they learn 
good hygiene habits as they wash their hands and discuss the benefits of a healthy diet. 
Children have good opportunities to do things for themselves and respond positively to 
being given responsibilities, such as acting as table monitors. They carry out tasks, such 
as clearing tables with confidence and pride. Children make friendships with their older 
friends, holding hands as they wait for their turns together. Staff encourage children to 
play cooperatively and respect others. They model good behaviour and children show 
that they are able to listen to and follow instructions well. For instance, children shriek 
with excitement as they work in groups to build wooden towers faster than their friends. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY258334

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10073196

Type of provision Out-of-school day care

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 4 - 10

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person The Playshelter Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521414

Date of previous inspection 16 February 2016

Telephone number 07905 008 163

The Play Shelter ASC @ Snowsfields registered in 2004. It operates from Snowsfields 
Primary School in the London Borough of Southwark. Sessions are from 3.30pm to 6pm 
on Monday to Friday, during term time. The holiday scheme is open during February and 
Easter half term and for four weeks in the summer holidays from 8am to 6pm, Monday to 
Friday. There are four members of staff, three of whom hold qualifications at level 2 and 
3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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