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Overall effectiveness Good 

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 

Outcomes for pupils Good 

Early years provision Good 

Overall effectiveness at previous inspection Outstanding 

 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 
 

This is a good school 

 
 Since the previous inspection, the school 

experienced a period of instability. This 
resulted in the quality of teaching and pupils’ 

outcomes declining considerably.  

 Since her appointment in September 2015, the 

executive headteacher has wasted no time in 

taking decisive action to reverse the 
deterioration in the quality of education. 

 The newly appointed governing body checks 
carefully on different aspects of the school’s 

work in order to secure further improvements.  

 Leaders, including governors, have a realistic 

picture of the school’s strengths, and have 
accurately identified what the school needs to 

do to improve further.   

 Pupils told inspectors that they feel safe. They 

know that adults in the school care for them 
and will readily help them, should they have 

any concerns. 

 Respect for self and others, regardless of 
background, is threaded through the 

curriculum. This equips pupils well for their 
lives in modern Britain. 

 Pupils behave well, inside and outside the 

classroom. They enjoy coming to school and 
say that learning is fun. 

 

  Children get off to a positive start in the early 

years. Adults warmly welcome children into the 
bright and stimulating environment. Teaching 

is effective, and children are making good 
progress. 

 Leaders have implemented a robust plan of 

action that is improving pupils’ progress in 
English and mathematics. Although improving, 

attainment at the end of Year 6 remains below 
the national average. 

 Pupils use their secure understanding of 

grammar, punctuation and spelling when 
writing in their English books. However, pupils 

do not routinely apply these skills when writing 
in other subjects.  

 Middle leaders have clear plans for further 

developing their subject areas. However, they 
do not rigorously monitor pupils’ progress in 

subjects other than English and mathematics. 
Consequently, pupils’ progress in the wider 

curriculum is variable. 

 Overall, teachers’ expectations are high. 
However, work set for the most able pupils is 

not sufficiently challenging. As a result, the 
most able pupils do not make the progress of 

which they are capable. 

 Despite the school’s efforts, some pupils do not 
attend school as often as they should.  
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Full report 
 
What does the school need to do to improve further? 
 

 Continue to improve pupils’ progress and further raise attainment, especially at key 
stage 2 by: 

– ensuring that pupils consistently apply their grammar, punctuation and spelling skills 
when writing across the curriculum. 

– providing the most able pupils with challenging work to match their abilities 

 Ensure that middle leaders routinely monitor pupils’ progress in subjects other than 
English and mathematics, so that pupils make good progress in a wide range of 
subjects. 

 Work closely with families to improve attendance and reduce levels of persistent 
absence.  
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Inspection judgements 
 

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 

 
 The support of the executive headteacher was brokered in September 2015, when the 

school was in a period of decline. She quickly implemented a robust improvement plan 
to reverse the decline and challenge underperformance. The plan included making 
significant changes to the senior leadership team and teaching staff. The impact of 
leaders’ actions is demonstrated in the improving progress that pupils now make across 
the school. 

 Leaders, including governors, share a strong moral purpose to ensure that pupils are 
given opportunities to improve, academically and emotionally. They are aware of the 
challenges that some pupils face and are quick to act to support them.  

 School leaders have an accurate understanding of where teaching is strongest and 
where additional support is required. They use this information to improve teachers’ 
practice and provide good support to staff. Consequently, current pupils now make 

good progress in English and mathematics.  

 The majority of parents who responded to Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey, or who 
spoke to inspectors, were positive about the school and agreed that the school is well 
led and managed.  

 Pupils benefit from a wide curriculum with opportunities to develop their artistic and 
sporting skills. The curriculum is enriched by trips out to museums and galleries, as 
well as by having visitors to the school. The curriculum contributes well to the pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  

 Pupils learn about other faiths and cultures. Through assemblies and personal, social, 
health and economic education, British values are integrated across the curriculum. 
Consequently, pupils demonstrate a sound understanding of the values required for life 
in modern Britain.  

 Effective use is made of the special educational needs funding. Well-targeted support is 
provided for those pupils who need help catching up, including pupils who have special 
educational needs (SEN) and/or disabilities. As a result, these pupils make good 
progress from their different starting points. 

 The school uses pupil premium funding effectively. Monitoring of the progress of 
disadvantaged pupils shows that, overall, the funding has a positive impact on pupils’ 
rates of progress. 

 The physical education (PE) and sports funding is used well. It provides opportunities 
for pupils to experience different sporting activities in PE lessons and in extra-curricular 
clubs. Pupils told inspectors how much they enjoy playing different sports, and found 
PE lessons fun. Pupils recognise the value of physical activity as a part of being 
healthy. 

 Leaders have given much consideration to planning the curriculum. They have 
developed topics or themes to stimulate pupils’ imaginations and engage them in their 
learning. This helps pupils to gain a broad understanding of the subjects they learn. 
However, leaders do not check pupils’ progress closely in subjects other than English 
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and mathematics. This results in pupils making inconsistent progress in the wider 
curriculum. 

 Middle leaders are clear about their roles, and have plans for further improving their 
subject areas. However, the monitoring of progress in their subject areas is in its early 
stages. As a result, leaders of subjects other than English and mathematics do not 
have a well-informed picture of progress in their subject area on which to base further 
improvements.  

 
Governance of the school 

 
 The governance of the school has seen considerable change since the previous 

inspection. A new chair of governors has been appointed. Skills audits have been 
completed, and new governors have been recruited to fill any skills gaps. 
Consequently, the governing body is equipped to hold leaders to account. 

 Governors have an accurate view of the school’s strengths and weaknesses and are 
securing further improvements at the school. They demonstrate a grit and 
determination for pupils to excel.  

 Governors are clear about their roles and responsibilities. They take nothing for 
granted, and make regular checks to ensure that the information they receive from the 
school’s leaders is accurate. 

 Governors meet their statutory duty to ensure that safeguarding is effective. 

 
Safeguarding 

 
 The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 

 Staff know how to keep pupils safe at school. They are clear about safeguarding 
procedures, including any potential signs that may alert them to concerns about pupils’ 
welfare. 

 Pupils said that they feel safe, and the majority of parents who responded to Parent 
View, Ofsted’s online survey, and who spoke to inspectors, said that their children are 

safe at school.   

 Safeguarding procedures and checks on staff meet statutory requirements. Staff are up 
to date with government guidance for safeguarding.  

 School files for vulnerable pupils are well organised. Record-keeping is effective. 
Leaders have clear systems in place to ensure that referrals are timely, and that 

additional support is available to pupils and families.   

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 

 
 Leaders are raising teachers’ expectations about what pupils should achieve. As a 

result, the bar on teachers’ practice is rising quickly.  

 Teachers establish positive relationships with pupils and expect good behaviour. Pupils 
respond well to their teachers, and pupils’ good attitudes contribute strongly to the 
progress they make. Pupils are confident to ask for help if they do not understand, as 
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they know that teachers will help them. 

 The work of teaching assistants is beneficial to pupils. They are sensitive to pupils’ 
needs and skilled in developing language for those who have recently arrived in the 
country. They know pupils well, and are quick to intervene in lessons where they see 
that a pupil needs help. 

 The teaching of phonics is systematic and helps pupils to get off to a good start in 
reading. Pupils use their phonic skills to read unfamiliar words. Consequently, pupils 
are making strong gains in phonics. 

 Pupils make good progress in reading. This is because teachers provide pupils with a 
wide range of books to read. Furthermore, comprehension skills are taught consistently 
well. 

 Teachers provide good opportunities for pupils to recall number facts quickly and 
accurately. Increasingly, pupils are applying these number skills to solve real-life 
problems. As a result, pupils are gaining a deeper understanding of mathematical 
concepts.  

 In English, pupils explore different styles of writing, and write for a wide variety of 
purposes. Teachers regularly focus on teaching grammar, spelling and punctuation 
skills to good effect. This helps pupils to make good gains in their writing. However, 
pupils do not consistently apply their grammar, spelling and punctuation skills when 
writing in subjects other than English. This limits pupils from making even better 
progress in writing. 

 Teachers do not routinely plan work that demands enough of the most able pupils. 
Consequently, the most able pupils waste time doing work that is often too easy for 
them, and do not make the maximum progress of which they are capable. 

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 

 
Personal development and welfare 

 
 The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal development and welfare is good. 

 Pupils are confident and articulate. They eagerly shared their views with inspectors. 

 Pupils know about the different types of bullying. They say that bullying rarely 
happens, and that teachers tackle problems effectively. 

 Pupils feel safe in school. They understand the potential dangers of the internet, and 
learn about fire and road safety. 

 Most parents who responded to Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey, agree that pupils 
feel safe in school. 

 
Behaviour 

 
 The behaviour of pupils is good.  

 Pupils line up quickly and move sensibly to different areas of the school building. They 
are polite and welcoming to visitors. Pupils’ conduct in lessons and around school is 
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good. 

 Pupils get on well with each other, regardless of their different backgrounds, and treat 

each other with respect.   

 Pupils behave well in breakfast and after school clubs. These provide a positive start 
and end to the school day.   

 Pupils listen to teachers’ instructions and work hard in class. They respond well to 
adults’ clear expectations for their good behaviour. This positive behaviour helps to 

promote their good progress.   

 Despite pupils’ and parents’ positive views of the school, some pupils do not attend 
school as often as they should. Leaders work hard to encourage regular attendance 
and to resolve any barriers to this. This includes using fixed-term penalty notices in an 
effort to stress the importance of good attendance and punctuality. However, this 
remains an area for the school to improve.  

 

Outcomes for pupils Good 

 
 Most children start in the early years with a range of skills, knowledge and 

understanding below what is typical for their age. Due to the effective use of 
assessment in the early years, leaders ensure that children’s specific needs are met. 
Consequently, children make good progress in the early years.  

 In 2017, the number of pupils meeting the expected standard in the Year 1 phonics 
screening check was above average. Inspection evidence confirms that phonics 
outcomes for current Year 1 pupils continue to improve. Pupils make good progress 
and enter Year 2 with the necessary skills to read and write. These strong outcomes 
reflect the systematic and high-quality phonics teaching in the school. 

 At the end of key stage 1 in 2017, attainment in English and mathematics improved 
from the previous year. Inspection evidence confirms that current pupils continue to 
make good progress. An increasing number of pupils in key stage 1 are working 
securely at age-related expectations. This demonstrates the positive impact of leaders’ 
plans to secure good teaching and improve outcomes.  

 The school directs additional funding effectively. As a result, disadvantaged pupils 
make good progress. Pupils who are at an early stage of speaking English as an 
additional language receive effective support. This helps them to develop their basic 

literacy skills.   

 Pupils who have SEN and/or disabilities receive appropriate support linked to their 
specific needs. The school’s assessment information, supported by inspection evidence, 
shows that these pupils make good progress over time.  

 Leaders’ high expectations, coupled with good teaching, are securing improvements 
and eradicating historical underachievement. Consequently, progress for the majority 
of current pupils is improving in English and mathematics. However, progress for the 
most able pupils is variable. 

 Outcomes declined at the end of key stage 2 in 2017. This was in part due to previous 
weak teaching. Furthermore, the number of pupils leaving and joining part way 
through the school year had an impact on the end of key stage 2 outcomes. Leaders 
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implemented a swift plan of action to stem this decline. As a result, teaching is more 
effective than in the past, and key stage 2 pupils are now making sustained progress. 
Although attainment in upper key stage 2 is now improving, it is yet to reach the levels 
that the school aspires to.  

 

Early years provision Good 

 
 Children enter early years with a range of skills and abilities which, for most, are below 

those typical for their age. Because of good teaching, children make strong progress 
and achieve well by the end of Reception Year. This means that they are well prepared 
for the transfer to Year 1. 

 Staff establish clear expectations and positive relationships with children. As a result, 
children settle quickly into Nursery and Reception classes. Children show familiarity 
with routines, and a strong sense of security in their surroundings. 

 Children grow in independence as they confidently select their own activities. They 
display a keen interest in early writing as they use clipboards to make lists. They show 
curiosity as they explore water play, using different containers and tubes in the 
outdoor area. 

 Teachers plan exciting activities for children, and provide good opportunities for 
exploring and learning. The outdoor environment is imaginatively planned, allowing 
children to explore and take risks. 

 The early years is well led. Leaders carefully track children’s progress. Adults put in 
place timely support to make sure that children who may be falling behind catch up 
quickly. Leaders have a good awareness of the strengths of the provision, and areas to 
develop further. 

 Staff establish positive relationships with parents. Parents are invited to join in with 

celebrating and supporting their child’s learning.  

 Disadvantaged children make good progress from their different starting points. This is 
because leaders provide effective support for them if they fall behind in their learning, 
such as by enhancing their speech and language development. Therefore, pupil 
premium funding is spent effectively. 

 Safeguarding is effective and statutory responsibilities are met. 
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 100800 

Local authority Southwark 

Inspection number 10047359 

 
This inspection was carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. The inspection 
was also deemed a section 5 inspection under the same Act. 
 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 404 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Jonathan Keil 

Executive Headteacher Sarah Beard 

Telephone number 020 7735 1701 

Website www.keyworth.southwark.sch.uk 

Email address office@keyworth.southwark.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 14–15 November 2011 

 
Information about this school 
 
 The school is larger than the average-sized primary school. 

 Most pupils attending this school are from Black or Black British African backgrounds.  

 The proportion of pupils who speak English as an additional language is above the 
national average. 

 The proportion of disadvantaged pupils is well above the national average.   

 The proportion of pupils who have support for SEN and/or disabilities is above 

average.  

 The school meets the current floor standards, which are the minimum expectations set 
by the government for pupils’ attainment and progress in reading, writing and 
mathematics. 

 

  
  

http://www.keyworth.southwark.sch.uk/
mailto:office@keyworth.southwark.sch.uk
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Information about this inspection 
 
 Inspectors observed pupils’ learning in all classes. Leaders accompanied inspectors on 

some of the visits to lessons. 

 Pupils’ work was reviewed during lessons, and a more detailed scrutiny was made of 
pupils’ books with senior leaders. Pupils’ work in a wide range of subjects was 
scrutinised. Pupils’ work on display was also considered. 

 Pupils read to inspectors, and inspectors spoke with pupils throughout the inspection to 

gain their views.   

 Pupils’ behaviour in lessons and during break and lunchtimes was observed by 

inspectors.  

 Meetings and discussions were held with the senior leadership team, staff and pupils.  

 Inspectors met with governors and local authority officers.  

 Inspectors scrutinised a wide range of evidence, including the school’s documentation 
on pupils’ attainment and progress, safeguarding, behaviour, attendance, records of 
governing body meetings, the school’s self-evaluation, plans for improvement, external 
reviews of the school, parent, pupil and staff surveys undertaken by the school. 

 Inspectors considered the 43 responses to Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey, as well 
as speaking to parents directly.  

 
Inspection team 
 

Jenell Chetty, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Sarah Jones Ofsted Inspector 

Julie Davey Ofsted Inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s 
website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send 

you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil premium funding: 

pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and pupils in care or who left care 
through adoption or another formal route. www.gov.uk/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-

alternative-provision-settings. 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the information 

parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You 
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website: 

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. 

 
 

 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 

terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-

government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at www.gov.uk/ofsted. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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