
   

 

Little Me Day Nursery    
Skyline Plaza, Alencon Link, BASINGSTOKE, Hampshire, RG21 7NR    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

10 May 2018  
24 October 2016 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Requires 
improvement  

3   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment 
Requires 
improvement 

3 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare 
Requires 
improvement 

3  

Outcomes for children 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:   
  

 The quality of teaching is variable. Some staff do not use what they know about the 
children’s learning and development to ensure children make the best possible 
progress. 

  

 Leaders do not have a clear picture of how well groups of children who attend the 
nursery are progressing, as they do not effectively monitor the systems for assessment.  

  

 Staff management of children's behaviour is inconsistent. This leads to children being 
given unclear messages and many do not understand what is expected of them. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Children’s emotional development is generally well supported at the nursery. Staff are 
nurturing and establish strong relationships with children. Children share laughter with 
their friends and staff during their play. 

  

 Parents share positive comments about the nursery. They feel their children are happy 
and well cared for. 

  

 Children are confident to separate from their parents and carers when they arrive, and 
settle quickly into their chosen activities. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage the provider must: 
 

  Due Date 
   

 develop systems to monitor children’s progress, including how well 
different groups of children are achieving and identify and close 
any gaps 

26/10/2018 

   

 ensure that behaviour management procedures are clearly 
understood and consistently implemented by all staff to help 
children develop a clear understanding of expectations 

28/07/2018 

   

 make best use of the systems for assessment to ensure 
observations of children's learning and progress are meaningful 
and accurate and support next steps of development 

26/10/2018 

   

 progress staff professional development to improve the quality of 
teaching and raise learning experiences for children to a good 
level.  

26/10/2018 

   

 
 

Inspection activities 

 The inspectors talked to staff, children and parents during the inspection.    
  

 The inspectors observed the quality of teaching both inside and outside.   
  

 The inspectors looked at a sample of documents, including children’s records, 
safeguarding policies and procedures and training certificates.  

  

 The inspectors talked to staff about how they support children's individual learning and 
how they keep children safe.   

  

 The inspectors assessed how well leaders and staff understand and implement nursery 
policies, and how they monitor children's learning.  

  

 The inspectors carried out a joint observation with the pre-school manager to look at 
the quality of teaching in planned activities.  

  

  

Inspectors  

Kelly Marchmont / Teresa Newman 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management  requires improvement 
 

The provider does not oversee the quality of teaching effectively to ensure that staff 
monitor children's progress and plan for their next steps in learning. Systems to monitor 
the impact of additional funding that some children have received are not yet in place. The 
newly appointed special educational needs co-ordinator has developed new systems to 
support children with additional needs. For example, they have recently introduced visual 
aids to support children’s communication skills and help them understand the routines. 
These are beginning to have a positive impact on some children’s care and learning. 
Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a sound knowledge of child protection procedures 
and know what to do if concerned about children's welfare. Leaders have effective 
recruitment procedures in place to ensure staff are and continue to be suitable to fulfil 
their roles.       

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment  requires improvement 
 

Not all staff have the skills required to support children’s learning well enough. For 
example, staff do not extend children’s emerging understanding of mathematical concepts 
when engaging in children’s play. Children’s own interests are sometimes overshadowed 
by staff focusing on the completion of a given activity. For example, staff encourage 
children to make marks in sand when their interest is in loud noises and the effects of the 
blowing wind. Staff are not using observations of children's learning to make effective and 
accurate assessments of what children can do. As a result, children’s next steps in learning 
are often unclear and lack meaning.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare require improvement 
 

Expectations of children's behaviour are not always clear as children are told to stop 
unwanted behaviour without exploring the impact this may have. Staff encourage children 
to take turns but children are not always consistently supported in this. For example, 
when children tell staff that another child has taken a toy from them, staff do not always 
support the children to resolve the conflict. Staff gather information about children’s needs 
from parents prior to them starting at nursery. This means they are able to support 
children's emotional well-being as soon as they start. There is plenty of opportunity for 
children's physical development. Children have access to a varied range of resources and 
can make choices in their play. They are well occupied and engaged for the majority of 
the time. 
   

 

Outcomes for children require improvement 
 

Children are not making the best possible progress as managers do not have an overview 
of how well groups of children in the setting are progressing. This means they do not 
target planning to ensure all children at risk of falling behind catch up with their peers and 
make consistently good progress. Nevertheless children enjoy exploring the well-resourced 
environment both indoors and outdoors. The eco-garden is particularly popular with the 
children as there are opportunities to see how things change over time and explore 
natural materials. Children are learning some skills that will support them when they go to 
school, for example, independently getting themselves ready for outdoor play.   
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY431582 

Local authority Hampshire 

Inspection number 1133433 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 94 

Number of children on roll 254 

Name of registered person Little Me Skyline Plaza Limited 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP904966 

Date of previous inspection 24 October 2016 

Telephone number 01256242735 

 

Little Me Day Nursery registered in 2011. It is privately owned and operates in 
Basingstoke, Hampshire. The nursery is open for 51 weeks of the year, Monday to Friday 
from 7.30am to 6.30pm. Funding for the provision of free early education is available for 
children age two, three and four years. The nursery employs 30 staff, of whom 20 are 

qualified at level 2 to level 6. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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