
   

 

Jack & Jill Preschool    
Shelford Road, Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO4 8NU    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

17 April 2018  
11 December 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Requires 
improvement  

3   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare 
Requires 
improvement 

3  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:   
  

 The registered provider has not shared information with Ofsted, as required, about 
changes to the pre-school committee. The provider has not allowed Ofsted to carry out 
the necessary applicant background checks. 

  

 There are weaknesses in the key-person system and some staff have not built secure 
relationships with parents. They do not regularly communicate about changes in 
children's lives. Some children do not form secure attachments and they take longer to 
settle. Staff do not consistently encourage parents to be involved in children's learning. 

  

 The manager has not fully reflected on all aspects of the provision and made 
improvements to raise standards. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Staff are good role models. They help children learn how they can keep themselves 
safe and they give them clear instructions. Children carefully pass tools to their friends 
and they check the area at the bottom of the ramp is clear before they cycle down it. 

  

 Staff have created an exciting play environment and children enjoy exploring their 
surroundings. Children experiment with creative resources, such as when they mix their 
own paints. They are excited to show staff the colours they have created. 

  

 Children are inquisitive. Staff extend children's knowledge well and they ask interesting 
questions. Children make good progress from the time they start pre-school. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage the provider must: 
 

  Due Date 
   

 develop an understanding of the requirement to ensure that any 
necessary paperwork is completed to enable Ofsted to carry out 
suitability checks on all members of the pre-school committee 

17/06/2018 

   

 improve the key-person system to allow staff to build strong 
relationships with parents so they share all information about 
children's care needs, and so staff support children to settle quickly 
and become familiar with the pre-school. 

17/06/2018 

   

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 develop systems to share details of children's learning with parents so that parents are 

able to continue teaching children at home 
  

 strengthen systems of self-evaluation to raise the quality of the provision and to 
identify any breaches in requirement. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector spoke to parents to understand how staff involve them in children's 
learning.  

  

 The inspector jointly observed an adult-led activity with the manager. They discussed 
the activity and talked about how it could be improved next time.  

  

 The inspector spoke to staff about their knowledge of the safeguarding policies and 
procedures.  

  

 The inspector viewed observations of learning and spoke to staff about the progress 
children are making.  

  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager to discuss the support and training 
offered to staff.  

  

  

Inspector  

Julie Bruce 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management  requires improvement 
 

The provider was advised by Ofsted that all committee members are required to complete 
appropriate suitability paperwork. The provider did not follow this advice and has not 
supplied Ofsted with details of the people overseeing the management of the pre-school. 
The provider has carried out some suitability checks. For instance, committee members 
have undertaken Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks. Committee members do 
not have contact with children. Safeguarding is effective. Staff regularly refresh their 
knowledge of safeguarding. Recently, staff enhanced their knowledge of the government's 
'Prevent' duty guidance. Staff are confident they know how to respond if they suspect that 
a child is vulnerable to extreme views. The manager has not rigorously evaluated practice. 
For example, she did not notice that the methods staff use to share details of learning are 
not meeting the needs of all parents. Staff communicate well with other professionals, 
such as health practitioners and children's social care, to support children and families. 
The management team is supporting some staff to complete childcare qualifications, and 
experienced staff support newer staff to improve their skills.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Teaching across the pre-school is consistently strong. For example, staff teach children 
about the life cycle of the frog. Young children are enthralled as they comment on the 
movement of tadpoles. Older children ask interesting questions about their habitat. 
Children push themselves up from the ground as they pretend to be lively frogs. Staff 
support children to develop their understanding of the world. For example, they explain 
how people help them in their local community and children queue up to visit the 
mechanic. Staff encourage children to use mathematical skills and they count out change 
to pretend to pay for fuel in role play. The assessments staff carry out are precise. They 
accurately reflect the good levels of progress children are making. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare require improvement 
 

The key-person role has not been fully explained to parents and some staff have not 
established strong links with parents. Some children form close bonds with their key 
person, but others are less settled and they do not form such secure links. However, 
children happily contribute to the daily routine. For example, they develop a sense of 
responsibility and enthusiastically help with the tidying up. Staff offer children effective 
support to resolve their own disagreements and children behave well at all times. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children proficiently use scissors and they carefully cut around shapes. Older children 
collaborate with younger friends as they use their physical strength to push the 
roundabout. All children are well prepared for school, and those for whom the setting is in 
receipt of additional funding make similar progress to their peers. Children develop high 
levels of confidence, such as when they stand and sing nursery rhymes to friends. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 143485 

Local authority Portsmouth 

Inspection number 1127152 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 26 

Number of children on roll 49 

Name of registered person Jack & Jill (Milton) Preschool Committee 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP522819 

Date of previous inspection 11 December 2015 

Telephone number 02392830040 

 

Jack and Jill Preschool registered in 1986 and operates from the site of Meon Infant and 
Junior School in Milton, Hampshire. The pre-school is open each day, during term time 
only, from 8.45am until 3.30pm. The pre-school receives funding to provide free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. The pre-school employs nine 
members of staff. One member of staff holds a qualification at level 6 and another five 
members of staff have relevant qualifications at level 3. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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