Whalley Pre School Ofsted

Playgroup it neilvee:

Station Road, Whalley, CLITHEROE, Lancashire, BB7 9RH

Inspection date 11 April 2018

Previous inspection date 26 September 2014

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good 2
Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good 2
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2
Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B The senior leadership team has an accurate and creative view of what it wants to
achieve within the setting. Their many years of experience in different areas of early

years help to ensure that all areas of the provision are closely monitored and developed
to a high standard.

B Partnerships with parents are very strong. Staff tailor interactions with parents to meet
their individual needs so they can be included in all aspects of their child's learning and
development.

B A strong emphasis is placed on children's emotional well-being. Staff treat children with
the utmost respect, dignity and understanding when interacting with them. This helps
to provide a secure foundation for children to develop and begin their learning journey.

B Children with special educational needs are particularly well catered for. Early
assessment ensures any necessary intervention can be sought as soon as possible and

gaps in learning can be narrowed quickly. The setting has strong partnerships with
outside agencies.

B Health and safety are a high priority in the setting. All staff are fully trained in this area
to help prevent accidents and to safeguard children at all times on and off the
premises.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B The outdoor environment has not yet been fully developed to help children achieve
their maximum learning potential.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B continue to develop the outdoor area to help children have even greater opportunities
to explore and learn.

Inspection activities

B The inspector held a number of meetings with the manager to assess the quality of
leadership.

B The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager to observe the standard
of teaching and learning.

B The inspector observed the teaching and care practices of staff.

B The inspector analysed relevant documentation, including evidence of staff
qualifications and the suitability of staff working in the setting.

B The inspector spoke to several parents and noted their comments.

Inspector
Helen Heap
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good

The manager has completed a thorough self-evaluation of the setting and knows its
strengths and weaknesses. She uses this as a working document which helps to move the
setting forward and further enhance quality. The setting is very bright, welcoming, clean,
tidy and well organised. Paperwork is of a very high standard and confidentially
maintained, but easily accessible. Staff attend training in many areas of early years, such
as health and safety, special educational needs and safeguarding, which helps them keep
up to date with all aspects of their job and to support children. Safeguarding is effective.
Training is thorough and staff know how to respond to and report incidents and concerns
to keep children safe.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Teaching is of a high standard. Staff use a mixture of adult-directed and child-initiated
activities to cater for children's different learning styles and individual interests. This helps
all children to develop an interest in their own learning. Staff use a range of teaching
techniques, such as demonstration, encouragement and open-ended questioning, which
helps to support children's learning. Children's achievements are logged and tracked on an
online assessment system. This gives a very accurate overall picture of where each child is
in their learning. All staff have been recruited for their unique talents. These talents
combined, help to provide a high-quality learning environment for all children attending.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children's behaviour is very good and staff engage them in a range of exciting and
interesting activities. Indoors they listen to stories, sing songs, paint pictures of the
blossom trees outside, construct with a range of materials and make their own creations
out of art and craft materials. Outdoors they play with dinosaurs, diggers, trikes and on
the slide and in the water. In the community, children visit the library and the local school.
Children eat a range of fresh fruit and drink water which they have access to throughout
the day. They help prepare and serve their own food and drinks. Children learn about a
range of festivals, such as Christmas, Easter and Diwali, and people who are the same as
and different to themselves.

Outcomes for children are good

Children make good progress from their starting points. Strong bonds with their key
person help them to settle quickly. They socialise and share well. Effective links with the
local school help to ensure continuity of children's learning. Children are well prepared for
the next stage in their learning and their eventual move to school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 309525
Local authority Lancashire
Inspection number 1103574

Type of provision Sessional provision

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic
Registers Early Years Register

Age range of children 2-4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Date of previous inspection

Telephone number

42
Whalley Pre-School Committee
RP906827

26 September 2014
07877 702 186

Whalley Pre School Playgroup registered in 1993. The setting employs eight members of
childcare staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications ranging from
level 2 to level 5. The setting opens Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are
from 9am to 3pm, and children attend for a variety of sessions. The setting caters for
children with special educational needs and provides funded early education for two-,

three- and four-year old children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early

years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.



Inspection report: Whalley Pre School Playgroup, 11 April 2018 5 of 5

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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