
   

 

Buttons@abbeys    
Abbeys Primary School, Melrose Avenue, Milton Keynes, MK3 6PS    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

19 March 2018  
Not applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Not applicable   

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 Leaders have worked diligently and with great rigour to establish provision of the very 
highest quality. They do all that they can to ensure that children feel safe, secure and 
welcome. Children receive a highly positive experience of learning away from home. 

  

 Children make outstanding progress from their starting points. By the time they start 
school they are more than ready for the next stage in their learning. Children develop 
all the skills of enthusiastic and inquisitive learners. 

  

 Children's behaviour is exemplary. They are a credit to their families and the staff who 
look after them. They show great consideration to each other and are extremely 
welcoming and polite to visitors. 

  

 Teaching is highly effective. Staff know children extremely well. They expertly support 
their learning throughout the day through a wide range of fascinating learning 
experiences that fully captures children's interest. 

  

 Staff form excellent partnerships with parents. Parents cannot speak highly enough of 
the impact that attending pre-school has on their children. They feel fully supported by 
the staff who offer lots of advice and practical support to enable them to continue their 
children's learning at home. 

  

 Children love going to pre-school. They arrive with big smiles in the morning and the 
pre-school is full of happy and cheerful children throughout the day. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 increase opportunities for children to learn how to use technology purposefully. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children and staff indoors and outdoors.  
  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector spoke to staff about their understanding of child protection, safeguarding 
and first aid.  

  

 The inspector spoke to parents and children, and took account of their views.  
  

 The inspector looked at documentation, including policies and children's records.  
  

  

Inspector  

Sarah Holley 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

Safeguarding is effective. Leaders place the welfare of children at the centre of all that 
they do. All staff have a highly detailed understanding of how to keep children safe and 
the procedures that they must follow should they have any concerns about a child's 
welfare. Leaders have established a sharply focused programme for evaluating the quality 
of what they offer and monitoring the quality of teaching. They use this to provide staff 
with all the support and training that they need to deliver teaching of the very highest 
quality. They monitor children's progress very thoroughly and quickly identify where 
children need extra support. For example, they identified a need for children to develop 
their understanding of numbers and shapes, and quickly closed any gaps in this aspect of 
learning. They are fully committed to making further improvements. For example, by 
widening the opportunities for children to learn about technology.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

Staff very quickly establish a thorough knowledge of the skills and abilities that children 
have already when they start. This enables them to plan for each child and track their 
progress with great accuracy. Any gaps in learning close very quickly. Children show a real 
fascination with learning. Staff build on this keen interest by planning very interesting 
learning experiences. For example, children delight in exploring eggs of different sizes and 
from different birds. They weigh, measure and describe them, then practise their writing 
skills as they record their findings.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Children show exceptionally high levels of well-being. Staff have highly successful 
strategies for helping children to settle quickly into the routines of the pre-school. They 
have high expectations of what children can do and, right from the start, teach children to 
be independent and responsible. For example, all children are very proud that they can 
hang up their coats without help. Children move purposefully around the pre-school, 
making choices about what to do and where to play and learn. Children learn to value a 
healthy lifestyle. For example, staff ensure that they can take part on lots of energetic play 
experiences outdoors. Staff are excellent role models for the children. They greet them 
warmly each day and offer clear guidance about acceptable behaviour and lots of praise 
for children's daily achievements. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

All children, including those in receipt of additional funding, make excellent progress in 
their learning. All children learn to be tolerant and respectful of others. They show high 
levels of independence and a real thirst for knowledge. For example, children ask staff 
about unusual vegetables in the home corner, keen to find out their names and uses. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY498050 

Local authority Milton Keynes 

Inspection number 1037250 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 2 - 7 

Total number of places 30 

Number of children on roll 45 

Name of registered person Buttons Preschools Limited 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP901723 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 07973158368 

 

Buttons@Abbey's registered in 2016 and is situated in Bletchley, Milton Keynes. It is open 
from 9am to 3pm on Monday to Friday during term time only. In addition, the pre-school 
offers care before and after school, from 8am to 9am and from 3.15am to 4pm for 
children attending the attached school. The provider employs six members of staff. The 
manager and the deputy manager hold qualifications at level 5 and three other members 
of staff hold qualifications at level 3. The provider is in receipt of funding to provide free 
early education for children aged two, three and four years. 
 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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