
   

 

Tiverton Little Stars    
Methodist Church, St. Peter Street, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 6NU    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

5 March 2018  
5 May 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 All children make good progress relative to their starting points. Very good tracking of 
individuals and groups of children help the manager and staff quickly identify any gaps 
in their learning, which they address well through the planning process. 

  

 Staff have very good relationships with parents. Effective systems of sharing 
information help them to build on children's achievements at home and extend learning 
further. 

  

 Children are confident with high self-esteem, and their good behaviour shows they feel 
emotionally secure. The effective key-person system helps younger children to settle in 
quickly. Older children confidently suggest ideas for activities and staff show them 
these are valued by including them on the planning sheet. 

  

 Strong self-evaluation helps the manager to develop action plans for continuous 
improvement. The manager monitors these thoroughly to ensure good-quality 
outcomes for children. For example, changes made outside have improved learning 
opportunities for children who prefer to learn outdoors, contributing to their good 
progress. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff do not organise large-group activities as well as they could, to effectively engage 
all children taking part. For example, although children were keen to hear a favourite 
story, staff did not give some of them enough time to settle before beginning. 

  

 Although children enjoy playing games on the computer, these do not challenge older 
children to learn more about using available technology for different purposes. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve the organisation of group activities further so that these sufficiently engage all 

children participating 
  

 provide older children with more challenge as they learn to use technology for different 
purposes. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed staff and children engaged in learning activities, indoors and 
outside.  

  

 The inspector and the manager conducted a joint observation of an activity.  
  

 The inspector had discussions with management, staff and children, and read parental 
feedback.  

  

 The inspector sampled required documentation, including safeguarding procedures, and 
talked to staff about how they implement these.  

  

 The inspector sampled children's learning records to review the effectiveness of 
assessments in identifying their progress, and plan for their next steps in learning.  

  

  

Inspector  

Julie Neal 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The management committee supports the manager and staff team well and encourages 
them to continue to develop their knowledge and skills. The manager's very good tracking 
of children's progress helps her to prioritise where training benefits them the most, and 
she monitors the positive impact on their learning. For example, due to the increase in the 
number of children who have little or no speech on entry, staff attended training to further 
extend their understanding of how they learn, to communicate better with the these 
children. This has been very beneficial in helping children to catch up with their peers by 
the time they go to school. Additionally, the manager identifies the positive effect of new 
strategies in helping children who are learning English as an additional language to quickly 
achieve fluency. Safeguarding is effective. Committee members, the manager and staff 
have a good understanding of local safeguarding procedures and how to protect children 
from harm.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Staff use their very good observations and assessments of children well to plan activities 
that, overall, are challenging and encourage their learning in all areas of the curriculum. 
They make effective use of children's current interests to help them use and build on what 
they already know. For example, following children's discussions about the recycling lorry, 
staff encouraged children to sort and separate plastic, paper and cardboard. They used 
their very good communication skills to extend children's knowledge of early mathematics 
to count and compare the amount of objects in each box, and to construct a recycling 
plant from giant bricks. Highly effective relationships with other professionals ensure 
children who have special educational needs receive the support they need to achieve 
well.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Children learn very well about difference and diversity. For example, they understand that 
some people, including children, use sign language to communicate. They enjoy learning 
new signs and often use those they already know spontaneously as they speak. Children 
enjoy being active and they use their imaginations well. For example, they linked 
themselves together using hula hoops, pretending to be a bus, and they moved in time 
with each other as they went on a journey. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children learn good skills that prepare them well for the next stage in their learning, 
including going to school. For example, younger children used small spoons to transfer 
food onto their plates at snack time, developing the fine-motor skills that they will need 
for writing later on in their learning. Older children confidently work things out for 
themselves. For example, when they had trouble getting foil to stick to the telescopes they 
made, they solved the problem by applying the glue to the cardboard tubes.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY381950 

Local authority Devon 

Inspection number 1093598 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 16 

Number of children on roll 17 

Name of registered person Tiverton Little Stars Committee 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP907267 

Date of previous inspection 5 May 2015 

Telephone number 01884 243490 

 

Tiverton Little Stars is a committee-run pre-school and registered in 2009. It operates 
from converted rooms attached to Tiverton Methodist Church. The pre-school is open on 
Monday to Thursday from 9am to 3.15pm, during term time only. The pre-school receives 
funding for the provision of free early education to children aged two, three and four 
years. The pre-school employs 10 members of staff. Five of these, including the manager, 
hold level 3 qualifications, two members of staff hold level 2 qualifications, two staff hold 

qualifications in playwork and one member of staff is unqualified. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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