Highview Nursery Ofsted

144 Tower Hill Road, Upholland, Skelmersdale, Lancashire, WN8 ODT raising sta ndards
improving lives

Inspection date 1 March 2018

Previous inspection date 5 December 2014

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Outstanding 1
early years provision Previous inspection:  Good

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding 1
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1
Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

B The manager has a wealth of knowledge and experience underpinned by ongoing
training and research. Her systems for recruitment and methods of managing her
team's performance are highly effective and contribute to excellent practice.

B Staff are highly skilled teachers. The extremely dedicated and qualified team
demonstrates an exceptional understanding of their professional responsibilities and
how children learn. Staff plan inspiring activities based on children's interests. They use
accurate observation and assessment to effectively plan for children's next steps in
learning.

B Children confidently lead play with expert support from staff. Staff extend children's
learning and add specific resources or pose a question to encourage children's thinking
skills. They are adept at meeting the needs of children of different ages.

B Staff act as positive role models and their interaction with children is excellent. Children
are extremely confident, self-assured and their behaviour is exemplary.

B Partnerships with the other settings children attend are very well developed.
Information about children's learning is exchanged frequently and contributes to a
strongly coordinated approach to helping children make swift progress.

B The manager and her team continually strive for improvement. Well-focussed
improvement plans are implemented in the pursuit of excellence.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B continue to develop methods of supporting home learning so that even more children
benefit from the existing, excellent collaboration with parents.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and assessed
the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector had a tour of the premises and spoke with staff and children at
appropriate times during the inspection.

B The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager.

B The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and the provider. She looked at
relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their views.

Inspector
Val Aspinall
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding

Safeguarding is effective. The manager ensures that her staff team has a robust
understanding of local child protection procedures. New staff complete in-depth
safeguarding training during their induction to ensure they can immediately prioritise
children's safety and welfare. The manager's methods of monitoring children's progress
are meticulous. She scrutinises data collected from comparing the attainment of different
groups of children and implements detailed plans to address any gaps identified. For
example, boys' progress in literacy has improved greatly as a result of staff devising varied
and imaginative activities expertly matched to children's individual learning style.
Partnerships with parents are excellent. Parents contribute to the nursery improvement
plan and are kept well-informed about their children's progress. The manager is keen to
further develop the already excellent home-learning activities, so that even more children
benefit from a highly coordinated approach to their learning.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

Children make consistently swift progress in their learning. Staff are highly skilled at
knowing when to use questioning to develop children's ideas further and when to step
back and encourage children's deep involvement in play. For example, when children are
plotting a route on their map, staff encourage them to think about familiar destinations
along the route. Similarly, when children are deeply absorbed in lining up different lengths
of straws in play dough, staff leave them to concentrate fully on their own ideas. Staff
develop innovative ideas to match children's next steps in learning with their interests. For
example, children learn mathematical concepts and prepositions as they manoeuvre
themselves under, over and through lengths of elastic which they pretend are laser beams
as they play at being superheroes. Children listen to stories and confidently recall the plot.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Staff gather lots of information about children when they start, helping to get to know
them swiftly. Children have strong attachments to staff and have many opportunities to
share their family experiences, helping them to feel valued. Children learn to value and
respect people whose culture or life experience is different from their own. Staff use
puppets to actively promote a 'can do' attitude. Children encourage each other and cheer
each other on. The nursery exudes a calm and playful atmosphere. Children play
extremely well together and show high levels of independence. Staff are exceptionally
good at helping children develop their imagination and creativity. For example, during role
play, children fly off on their magic carpet and visit the jungle, meeting lots of wild
animals on the way.

Outcomes for children are outstanding

Children make excellent progress and show exceptional levels of confidence and a desire
to communicate their ideas and thoughts. They listen very well and are very keen to
respond when asked a question. They 'have a go' at challenging tasks and are proud once
they complete these. Preparation for school is outstanding. For example, from the age of
two, children calmly line up, serve themselves lunch and carry their plates to the table.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 309338

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 1103570

Type of provision Full-time provision

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children 2-4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Jean Ann Hurst

Registered person unique RP909822

reference number

Date of previous inspection 5 December 2014

Telephone number 01695 633 309

Highview Nursery registered in 1992. It is one of two nurseries run by the provider. The
nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm all year, except for bank
holidays and a week at Christmas. The nursery receives funding for the provision of free
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery employs five
members of staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications. One member of
staff holds a qualification at level 2, three hold qualifications at level 3 and one at level 4.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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