
   

 

Home From Home Out Of 
School Club   

 

Westfield First School, Durrants Lane, BERKHAMSTED, Hertfordshire, HP4 3PJ    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

20 February 2018  
12 March 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Not applicable   

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Development plans are meaningful and demonstrate a commitment to driving forward 
ongoing improvement. Parents and children regularly give their feedback and staff 
implement their ideas into practice. For example, they are incorporating more outside 
activities into their planning following children's ideas. 

  

 Staff are aware of children's development levels and what they are learning about at 
school. They observe children as they play and share relevant observations with 
parents and children's teachers from the school on site. This effectively promotes 
continuity in most children's care and learning. 

  

 Staff help children to learn way of how to keep themselves safe. For example, children 
assess what risks might be associated with new equipment. They successfully complete 
risk assessment forms and display these as a reminder of how to use equipment safely. 

  

 Children play together extremely well and their behaviour is excellent. Staff set high 
expectations and are consistent in their approach. Children understand what is 
expected of them and are confident to express their views. 

  

 Staff are well qualified and experienced and they work well together to meet children's 
needs. They create a safe and highly simulating environment where children make 
choices and engage very well in their play. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The strategies used by staff to share information about children's interests with schools 
are not always successful. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 enhance ways to work in partnerships with all schools children attend to promote a 

more consistent approach to understanding children's interests. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of activities indoors and assessed the impact this 
has on children's enjoyment.  

  

 The inspector discussed the children's involvement in activities with the senior manager 
and members of staff.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with the senior manager and club manager.  
  

 The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as the evidence of the suitability 
of staff working in the club and the safeguarding policy and procedures.  

  

 The inspector spoke to parents and children during the inspection and took account of 
their views.  

  

  

Inspector  

Jill Hardaker 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff use risk assessments effectively. 
This contributes to maintaining a safe environment for children. Staff have attended 
safeguarding training and have a good understanding of the correct procedures to follow 
in the event of any concerns about a child's welfare. Staff turnover is extremely low, 
despite this the provider has robust vetting procedures to ensure that children are cared 
for by suitable people. A comprehensive staff induction procedure helps staff to quickly 
understand their role and responsibilities. The senior manager works alongside the club 
manager and staff to coach and shape their practice. Staff supervision procedures are 
effective and are used to identify ongoing professional development opportunities. For 
example, the club manager is enrolled on leadership and management training to help him 
to improve his knowledge and skills and enhance the quality of the provision.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Children are confident to follow their own ideas and be independent in their play. The 
role-play area is very popular and children engage in meaningful imaginative play. For 
example, they enjoy pretending to be a family and act out familiar scenes, such as feeding 
and bathing dolls. Children use dressing-up clothes to enhance their play, eagerly helping 
each other with the fastenings. They are well motivated and also keen to give their ideas 
for adult-planned activities. For example, they ask to make dough as they are interested in 
what it is made from. Staff provide a recipe card and support children to gain information 
from this, such as how many spoonfuls of oil they need. Children enjoy watching, smelling 
and feeling how the mixture changes as they add to the ingredients. They describe it as 
being squishy and smelling like toothpaste.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Staff create an extremely calm and nurturing environment where children feel very 
comfortable and have a wonderful sense of belonging. Staff provide superb opportunities 
to encourage children to lead a heathy lifestyle and to be as independent as possible. 
Children choose from a range of fresh ingredients as they prepare their own snack. Staff 
sit with children as they eat and chat to them, for example, about what they did during 
the school holidays. Children have many opportunities to be very active. On dark nights 
when they cannot use the school playground, staff organise games and sports indoors. 
Children enjoy parachute games and show great sportsmanship as they engage in team 
games. Parents are full of praise as they talk very positively about the care their children 
receive from the staff. Many parents say their children have moved from the provider's 
nursery to the out-of-school club. This offers children wonderful consistency of care from 
staff and enables children to feel very secure in their new surroundings. Children are 
highly engaged in their play and thoroughly enjoying their time at the club. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY350259 

Local authority Hertfordshire 

Inspection number 1088017 

Type of provision Out of school provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 4 - 11 

Total number of places 30 

Number of children on roll 42 

Name of registered person Elizabeth Mary Curtis 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP512509 

Date of previous inspection 12 March 2014 

Telephone number 07884436916 

 

Home From Home Out Of School Club registered in 2007. The club employs three 
members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate qualifications at level 2 or above. 
The club opens Monday to Friday during school term times from 7.30am until 9am and 

3.10pm until 6pm. During the school holidays the club opens from 7.30am until 6pm. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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