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Inspection date 17 January 2018

Previous inspection date 3 April 2014

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection:  Good 2
Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good 2
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1
Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B There are strong partnerships with parents and the local school. Parents are kept fully
up to date with their children's development and greatly appreciate the regular
feedback from staff.

B The manager and staff show a strong commitment to provide support to children and
their wider families. They communicate effectively with other professionals involved in
children's care and ensure all children receive the support they need to help them make
good progress.

B The manager and staff regularly observe children to assess what they know and can
do. They use this information well to plan for children's individual learning.

B Staff create a very nurturing environment where children feel happy and secure. They
understand children's individual needs and value their differences. Children arrive into
the pre-school eager and ready to engage in play with their friends.

B The dedicated manager provides good leadership. For example, staff attend regular
team meetings and supervisory sessions, to help improve the quality of their practice.

It is not yet outstanding because:
B Arrangements for monitoring children's progress do not focus sharply on identifying any
differences in the progress made by different groups of children.

B At times, staff do not make the most of opportunities to challenge children to count
confidently and to recognise numbers and shapes in everyday activities.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B develop systems for monitoring children's progress to identify how well different groups
of children are achieving and target teaching even more precisely

B enhance staff skills even further to provide even more challenge to extend and support
children's mathematical development.

Inspection activities

B The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact on children's learning.

B  The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.

B The inspector held discussions with the manager, children and staff at appropriate
times during the inspection.

B The inspector looked at various documents, including policies and procedures, risk
assessments, staff training records, records for children and evidence of the suitability
of staff.

Inspector

Jane Franks
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. The manager gives safety the highest priority. Staff have a good
understanding of the procedures to follow if they have a concern about a child. They
constantly listen to children and are vigilant to any changes in their behaviour. The
devoted manager values the views of her staff. Together, they precisely evaluate the pre-
school's provision. For example, they have now enabled younger children to access lower-
level activities, to suit their learning needs further. The manager and staff update their
skills and knowledge regularly. They access a wide range of professional development
opportunities. For example, through targeted training, staff have increased their
knowledge of how children can make marks using a range of resources.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff have good teaching abilities. They skilfully engage and maintain children's interests.
Children are curious and become fully engrossed in role-play activities with real fruit and
vegetables. Staff support children's growing vocabulary and language skills well. For
example, children engage in discussions about their preference for certain fruit at home.
Children cut their vegetables and show good coordination and strength. They explore
different textures, such as smell and taste. Staff ably encourage learning about the world.
For example, children explore the changing properties of water. They watch with
anticipation when their dinosaurs 'hatch' from the ice.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Staff place an extremely strong emphasis on building relationships with children and their
families. This helps them to know precisely how to meet their individual needs right from
the start. Staff value children as unique individuals and help them manage their own
feelings and behaviour. Parents comment that their children settle extremely quickly and
are always eager to investigate their environment. Staff place an exceptionally high
priority on promoting children's physical and emotional well-being. For example, children
are persistent in persevering to complete tasks. They work as a team, eagerly hunt for
natural resources to build their space rocket and discover for themselves how to use
apparatus in different ways. They are exceptionally articulate, readily inviting staff to join
in lively conversations.

Outcomes for children are good

All children make good progress from their starting points. They learn to recognise their
names and begin to identify a variety of letters. Younger children focus intently and
demonstrate a fine pincer grip, such as when using tweezers to pick up ice. Children
develop a love of books. They enjoy listening to, and joining in with, stories. Children
listen to instructions from adults and dress themselves independently for outdoor play.
These skills prepare them well for future learning and moving on to school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Day care type

Registers

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference humber

Date of previous inspection

Telephone number

EY470287

Windsor & Maidenhead
1069851

Sessional provision
Childcare - Non-Domestic

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

2-4

24

30

Kellie Louise Fairhall
RP904438

3 April 2014
07500224115

Pumpkins Pre-School re-registered in 2013. It is a privately owned pre-school and is one
of two settings. The pre-school is located in the village of Horton, Slough. The setting is
open each weekday between 9am and 3pm, during term time only. All children share
access to a secure, enclosed outdoor play area. The setting employs six staff, four of
whom hold appropriate early years qualifications.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early

years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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