
   

 

Upperthong Out of School 
Club   

 

Upperthong J & I School, Burnlee Road, Holmfirth, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, 
HD9 2LE   

 

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

13 December 2017  
14 June 2017 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Inadequate  4 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Not applicable   

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Staff have worked very hard to address the actions following the last inspection. They 
now have a greater understanding of safeguarding policies and procedures and what 
they need to do to ensure children are safe and protected from harm. 

  

 Parents speak very highly about the setting and staff. They feel their children are safe 
and that staff attend to their children’s needs well. They say that their children love to 
attend and that they really enjoy their time at the setting. 

  

 Children are happy and settled. They behave well and through the ‘giving tree’, they 
share what they like about their peers. 

  

 Staff share good information with teachers to enable them to build on the skills children 
are learning in school. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The use of performance management and supervisions is not always utilised to 
promote staff’s professional development to the highest level. 

  

 Ways to gather more information from parents about children’s ongoing learning 
experiences, likes and interests at home are not fully developed. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 make better use of supervision and performance management to support staff to 

achieve to the highest level through a highly focused programme of professional 
development 

  

 consider ways to enable parents to share what they know about children’s experiences, 
likes and interests at home to secure a well-rounded view of the children. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the hall and classroom.  
  

 The inspector spoke to members of staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and held discussions with management.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day of the 
inspection.  

  

 The inspector looked at children's records, planning information, evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the setting and a range of other documentation, including 
policies, procedures and self-evaluation.  

  

  

Inspector  

Helen Blackburn 
  



Inspection report: Upperthong Out of School Club, 13 December 2017  3 of 5 

 

 

 

 

Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. There have been a number of significant 
changes since the last inspection. Risk assessments have been updated and the 
deployment of staff reviewed to ensure children play safely. Recruitment, vetting and 
induction procedures are robust and contribute to safeguarding children. Since the last 
inspection, staff have accessed a number of training courses, especially around 
safeguarding. They now fully understand their roles and responsibilities in protecting 
children from harm. Management hold regular meetings and supervisions with staff and 
they carry out observations to monitor their practice and suitability. However, performance 
management is not always supporting staff to achieve to the highest level so that children 
receive optimum experiences. Staff regularly discuss and monitor children’s learning, 
alongside the teachers, so that they work together to meet children’s needs. Staff 
regularly evaluate their setting and seek feedback from parents and children as a way to 
improve their service.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Arrangements for planning and assessment have improved. Staff now regularly observe 
children’s play to find out what they like and enjoy. They talk to teachers and use their 
own observations to offer children a wide range of activities to meet their individual needs. 
This builds on the skills children are learning in school. Staff plan activities around school 
themes and topics to provide continuity for children, such as events and festivals that help 
children learn about the wider world. Children demonstrate their creative and imaginative 
skills as they design their Christmas trees and draw their pictures. Children are confident 
speakers and they enjoy talking about their experiences as they browse through a 
selection of photographs. Children are eager to join in activities and they have fun. 
Children concentrate well and they work hard to complete their tasks. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Following the last inspection, children now have a key person and parents are informed 
about this through discussions and a welcome letter. When children first start at the 
setting, staff talk to parents and children to find out about children’s individual needs, likes 
and interests. However, ways to gather information from parents once children have 
settled is not embedded in practice. Consequently, children’s ongoing experiences and 
interests are not always incorporated into their play and planning. Children are settled and 
they confidently enter the setting. Children say that they feel safe at the setting. They talk 
about safety procedures, such as what to do if the fire alarm sounds. Staff promote 
children’s health well. Children enjoy healthy snacks and they have regular opportunities 
to play in the fresh air. Behaviour is good and children have developed good relationships 
with their peers and staff. Children talk about how they need to share and show kindness 
towards their peers. Children demonstrate good independence skills. They make their own 
choices in play, suggest ideas and they enjoy making their own sandwiches and wraps. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 311412 

Local authority Kirklees 

Inspection number 1113587 

Type of provision Out of school provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 4 - 11 

Total number of places 38 

Number of children on roll 8 

Name of registered person Debra Cox and Helen Chittenden Partnership 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP523277 

Date of previous inspection 14 June 2017 

Telephone number 01484 684584 

 

Upperthong Out of School Club registered in 1996. The club employs six members of 
childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate qualifications at level 2 or above. The club 
operates Monday to Thursday from 7.45am to 8.50am and from 3.30pm to 6pm. On a 
Friday the club operates from 7.45am to 8.50am and from 3.30pm to 5.30pm. All sessions 
are during term time only. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 

© Crown copyright 2017 

mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

