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raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date 7 December 2017
Previous inspection date 16 February 2017
The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good
early years provision Previous inspection:  Good 2
Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good 2
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1
Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B The childminder works with her assistants as a very strong team. They work
successfully together to make sure all the children are excited to learn and make good
progress from their starting points.

B The childminder has developed a safe and highly stimulating environment, where
children are confident and eager to take part in enjoyable, challenging activities.

B The childminder is highly skilled at meeting the emotional needs of all the children. For
example, children who are less confident are offered kind and thoughtful words to help

them feel safe and form secure, happy relationships with her and the other children in
her care.

B Children show high levels of confidence in social situations. For example, at snack time
they talk about the faces they have made out of fruit. There is lots of laughter when
one of the children declares that they have eaten the nose.

B The childminder uses good teaching techniques to encourage children to speak. For
example, she asks children to recall the part they are playing in the Christmas play and
the songs they are singing.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B Sometimes, adults become so involved in adhering to routine tasks that they interrupt
children's engagement in their activities.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B give children the time they need to complete their chosen activities.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed children's play and their conversations with the childminder and
her assistants in the several rooms used to care for children.

The inspector looked at the resources children use.

B The inspector examined documentation and discussed the systems that the childminder
uses to observe and record children's progress.

B The inspector discussed how the childminder evaluates her service and her priorities for
improvement.

Inspector
Julie Biddle
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The childminder has a good
understanding of her responsibilities towards child protection and ensures her assistants
also understand their responsibilities. For example, she knows how to recognise signs that
would make her concerned about a child's welfare and how to report such concerns to the
relevant agencies. The childminder ensures her assistants are suitable to work with
children. She understands how to maintain ratios and keep documents confidential to help
to keep children safe. The childminder successfully monitors and reviews the work of her
assistants, and reflects on both her own and their practice. For example, she attends
training and encourages them to do the same.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

The childminder knows the children well and assesses their progress accurately. She uses
her knowledge of the children to understand their learning needs and to help them make
progress. For example, she encourages children to develop their physical and creative
skills when building with blocks, offering varying sizes of blocks to suit the skills and needs
of the children. Children are delighted to create Christmas pictures using a range of
materials. There is lots of laughter when children talk about Father Christmas and his
beard. Children are encouraged to challenge themselves through enjoyable activities, for
example, as they count and sing in Italian. The childminder helps the children to use their
language and to think about new words they have learned. For example, she gently
reminds them about the word 'patience' and what it means.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

The childminder has developed an environment that fully fosters children's feelings of self-
worth and confidence. The children are eager and delighted to join in with enjoyable,
exciting activities. The childminder is an excellent role model and talks to the children with
respect. Children are very kind and considerate. For example, they show concern when
one of the children is upset when they arrive. Children show high levels of kindness as
they thoughtfully invite their friends to join in with their games. The childminder very
successfully helps children to manage their behaviour. For example, she distracts them
from unwanted behaviour with calm and thoughtful words to help children make
alternative choices, such as marching instead of stamping their feet.

Outcomes for children are good

Children develop good language skills and enjoy problem solving. For example, they work
together to consider how they can stop losing small parts of their games. They decide
together to keep them in one container. Children develop useful skills for their future
learning and their move to school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 402691

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 1118040

Type of provision Childminder

Day care type Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children 1-3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 15

Name of registered person
Date of previous inspection 16 February 2017

Telephone number

The childminder registered in 2001. She lives in Highbury, in London. The childminder
offers care each weekday, throughout most of the year. She employs a number of
assistants.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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