
   

 

Little Hearts Pre-School    
Sacred Heart RC Aided Junior & Infant School, Byermoor, Burnopfield, NEWCASTLE 
UPON TYNE, NE16 6NU   

 

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

14 November 2017  
6 March 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 Teaching is inspirational and consistently of a very high quality. The manager and her 
staff team use their qualifications exceptionally well to help provide children with 
activities and support which challenge their learning to the highest level. 

  

 Additional funding, such as early years pupil premium, is used superbly to target 
children's specific needs, especially those children who have special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. 

  

 Children's behaviour is outstanding. Staff support them extremely well to develop a 
strong awareness of behavioural expectations within the pre-school. 

  

 Children show very high levels of independence for their age. They demonstrate 
exceptional skills in managing their own belongings and cooperate extremely well with 
other children when they enter pre-school at the beginning of the day. 

  

 Partnerships with parents are first class. The manager and her staff team place utmost 
priority on working together with parents to ensure children's welfare and learning 
needs are placed at the heart of all pre-school practices. 

  

 Exciting and innovative experiences outdoors support children's physical health very 
well and help them to take risks and attempt new challenges in their play. 

  

 Support for staff to improve their skills is excellent. They benefit from superior 
monitoring of their teaching, ongoing training and highly-focused supervision meetings. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 continue to implement the plans for the outdoor provision to provide even more 

inspiring learning opportunities for children who prefer to learn outside. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.  

  

 The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.  
  

 The inspector completed a joint observation with the pre-school manager.  
  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager and her deputy manager. She looked at 
relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the pre-
school.  

  

 The inspector took account of the written views of parents.  
  

  

Inspector  

Nicola Jones 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

Safeguarding is effective. Staff place very high priority on providing an extremely safe 
environment for children. Highly effective procedures are implemented with precision to 
manage any concerns staff may have about a child's welfare. The manager monitors the 
quality of the pre-school exceptionally well. Her dedicated deputy manager provides first-
class support to ensure all activities are highly effective in meeting children's individual 
needs. Monitoring of children's assessment information is incisive and highly focused. This 
ensures individual and specific groups of children, who require intervention from external 
professionals, receive it at the earliest stage to meet their needs. The manager 
demonstrates a strong, passionate drive to continually develop the pre-school and improve 
outcomes for children. Future plans are incisive, taking full account of the views of staff, 
parents and children. She is now considering how to provide even more exciting learning 
opportunities, especially for children who like to learn outdoors.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

Staff support children's mathematics skills in a superb way. They provide group activities 
to help children count and recognise and write numbers beyond 10. Children show 
exceptional skills for their age when they independently find the number 15 on a number 
line to indicate how many children are present. Planning and assessment are accurate, 
rigorous and sharply focused on children's interests and stage of development. From this 
information, staff plan exciting, inspirational activities where children become deeply 
involved and engaged in their learning. For example, children play with high levels of 
enthusiasm in the role-play shoe shop. They use complex language to discuss their 
purchases and use pencils to make marks and drawings associated with their play.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Children access an exceptionally well-resourced learning environment where they 
demonstrate high levels of motivation to learn. Utmost priority is given to helping children 
to settle into the pre-school and develop confidence in separating from their parents. 
Superb partnerships with the host school support children's emotional needs extremely 
well when they leave pre-school and move on to school. Meticulous care and attention 
aregiven to help children to get used to their new environment and adults support them. 
For example, Reception teachers carry out targeted activities with pre-school children in 
the term before they move on to school. In addition, children benefit from routine 
activities, such as having their lunch in the school hall, as soon as they start attending pre-
school.   
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

Children demonstrate exceptional skills and make high rates of progress in their learning. 
They are extremely well prepared for school. Children demonstrate highly developed 
communication skills for their age. They express themselves effectively, taking account of 
what others say to them. Children think creatively and find new ways to do things.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY396552 

Local authority Gateshead 

Inspection number 1093974 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 3 - 4 

Total number of places 21 

Number of children on roll 26 

Name of registered person Little Hearts Pre-School Limited 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP905753 

Date of previous inspection 6 March 2015 

Telephone number 01207270396 

 

Little Hearts Pre-School registered in 2009. The pre-school employs five members of 
childcare staff. All staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or higher. The 
pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 8.30am until 
3.15pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 

children and those eligible for early years pupil premium. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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