
   

 

Nagle Nursery    
St. Joseph RC Primary School, Chesterfield Road, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FT    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

6 November 2017  
19 December 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Inadequate  4   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Inadequate  4 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Inadequate 4 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Inadequate 4  

Outcomes for children Inadequate  4 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is inadequate   
  

 The manager does not monitor staffing arrangements sufficiently. Weak deployment of 
staff compromises children's well-being and reduces the effectiveness of their learning 
opportunities. 

  

 Staff are not effectively led and managed. The manager does not monitor or support 
staff sufficiently, to develop their practice or improve and strengthen the quality of 
teaching. As a result, teaching is poor. 

  

 Some children are not making good progress in their learning. Staff do not accurately 
assess their level of achievement and, as a result, they do not plan precisely for 
children's next steps in learning. 

  

 Staff do not complete the required progress check for children aged between two and 
three years, to help them identify and address gaps in children's learning. 

  

 Staff do not help children who speak English as an additional language to use their 
home language in their play and learning from the time they start at the nursery. 

  

 The manager does not have a clear picture of how well all groups of children who 
attend the nursery are progressing. This means that any differences in attainment 
between groups of children are not identified and addressed. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Children are happy at nursery. They enjoy time in the well-resourced outdoor space. 
  

 Children benefit from a well-balanced menu of healthy, nutritious snacks and meals. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage the provider must: 
 

  Due Date 
   

 improve staffing arrangements and deployment of staff to meet 
the needs of all children effectively, and provide more challenging 
and motivating learning and development experiences, to help 
children make the progress they are capable of 

31/01/2018 

   

 implement appropriate systems for the supervision of staff, 
providing support, coaching and training to improve the quality of 
teaching and ensure children receive a good-quality learning 
experience at all times 

31/01/2018 

   

 ensure observation and assessment are used consistently to 
accurately monitor children's level of achievement, and use this 
information to identify and plan challenging next steps in learning 
for each child 

31/01/2018 

   

 complete the required progress check for children aged between 
two and three years to identify gaps in learning early on and to 
support children with their individual needs 

31/01/2018 

   

 develop consistent opportunities for all children who speak English 
as an additional language to use their home language at the 
nursery from the very beginning. 

31/01/2018 

   

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve the arrangements for monitoring children's progress to include how well 

different groups of children are achieving, and identify and close any achievement 
gaps. 
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Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact it has on children's 
learning, both indoors and outdoors.  

  

 The inspector spoke with children and staff at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector checked a sample of records available including documents relating to 
staff suitability.  

  

 The inspector read a number of written recommendations from parents.  
  

  

Inspector  

Josie Mapes  
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is inadequate   
 

The overall quality of the nursery has declined significantly since the last inspection. The 
manager has failed to recognise and address a number of breaches to the requirements. 
Staff are poorly deployed across the setting, and are often too focused on tasks rather 
than spending time supporting children with their learning and development. As a result, 
children spend a lot of time occupying themselves, for example, playing games on the 
nursery computer. The manager does not effectively monitor the quality of teaching within 
the nursery. She does not give sufficient attention to any underperformance of staff and 
they do not receive the coaching and supervision they need to improve. The manager has 
recently introduced an electronic system which staff use to observe and assess children's 
progress. The system is still in its infancy, but the manager does not yet fully understand 
how to use it successfully. This means that she is unable to accurately monitor and track 
the learning progress of individual or specific groups of children, to help ensure every child 
receives the support they need. The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff 
understand the signs and symptoms of abuse and know how to make a referral if they 
have concerns about a child.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is inadequate   
 

Staff are well qualified, but they fail to consistently engage children in purposeful play. 
Staff spend very little time interacting or playing with children. When they do attempt to 
interact with children, they do not have the skills to follow children's lead or interests 
successfully and stick rigidly to the planned activities. For example, a member of staff has 
planned an activity in the garden re-enacting an autumnal story. Children busy themselves 
filling and emptying buckets of leaves with their hands. Staff continue to read the story 
out loud to children asking questions about the story and prompting them to recall words 
and facts. However, children are not interested in answering questions and pay little 
attention to staff, preferring instead to practise their physical skills of scooping and 
sweeping. Staff do not carry out accurate observations and assessments. They are not 
able to precisely identify children's next steps in their development and address any gaps 
in their learning. For example, children who are at risk of falling behind with their speech 
and language skills have not had any observations or assessments completed in this area. 
This means that staff are not able to target areas that they should be focusing on to 
enable children to make good progress in their learning. Staff do not have a good enough 
understanding of the requirement to complete a progress check for children aged between 
two and three years.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are inadequate   
 

Staff fail to consistently meet all children's needs. A proportion of children attending the 
nursery speak English as an additional language. Staff do not consider how this may affect 
their settling-in at nursery, and make no effort to incorporate their home language into 
play or the environment around them. Nevertheless, staff are warm and welcoming to 
children and for the most part children are happy and content while they are at nursery. 
Staff are good role models for children and encourage them to use good manners. 
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Children are encouraged to wash their hands before eating and to use the bathroom 
independently. Children enjoy healthy hot meals delivered from the local school. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are inadequate  
 

Children are not making good enough progress in their learning. Although children play 
and access resources independently, they do not have enough opportunities to develop 
through challenging play experiences. A number of children fail to make expected 
progress in their speech and language development. Children who have special 
educational needs and/or disabilities are making some progress from their starting points, 
and staff are starting to work in partnership with other agencies to support these children. 
Overall, children do not make good enough progress and they are not well prepared for 
their eventual move on to school.   
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY310127 

Local authority Derbyshire 

Inspection number 1104368 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 20 

Number of children on roll 26 

Name of registered person Matlock St Joseph's Ltd 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP525669 

Date of previous inspection 19 December 2014 

Telephone number 0162955222 

 

Nagle Nursery re-registered in 2005. The nursery employs two full-time staff and three 
part-time staff, who all hold early years qualifications. The nursery operates from a 
playroom in school premises. The nursery operates Monday to Friday term time only. 
Sessions are from 8.45am until 3.15pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children and supports children who have SEN and/or 
disabilities.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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