
   

 

Ashford Family Nursery    
Albert Road, Ashford, Kent, TN24 8NY    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

8 November 2017  
9 June 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 All staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They give children clear and 
consistent guidelines and are good role models. They effectively support children's 
emotional and social development. 

  

 The manager has a strong commitment to improving practice across all areas of the 
nursery. She regularly evaluates practice, and listens to the views of parents, staff and 
other professionals, to develop clear and achievable improvement plans. 

  

 Staff have very good relationships with outside agencies and professionals. Children 
with specific needs or families who face challenging circumstances are very well 
supported. 

  

 Children of all abilities make good progress from their starting points. They learn 
through well-planned activities that build on what they can do and what they are 
interested in. They are well prepared for their future learning. 

  

 Parents respect the advice staff give, and value the information that they share with 
them about their children's learning and development. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Nursery routines sometimes take priority over what children are choosing to do and 
how they are engaging in their play. Occasionally this stops children from becoming 
more deeply involved in their own learning. 

  

 Sometimes, opportunities for staff to gain information about what children are learning 
at home are limited. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 review and improve some routines to support children to become deeply involved in 

their own play and learning 
  

 establish additional ways of working with parents, to discover more about the skills and 
languages children are learning at home. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed teaching and learning indoors and outside.  
  

 The inspector spoke with staff and children throughout the inspection.  
  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager.  
  

 The inspector looked at a range of documentation, including records of children's 
progress, the nursery's self-evaluation and improvement plans, policies and procedures 
and evidence of suitability of staff working in the nursery.  

  

 The inspector spoke with parents and other professionals, and took account of their 
views.  

  

  

Inspector  

Alison Martin 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The manager ensures the well qualified staff consistently enhance their professional 
knowledge and attend training. Opportunities to share this knowledge, such as in staff 
meetings, help all staff improve their teaching. Safeguarding is effective. All staff know 
what to do if they are concerned about the welfare of a child. The manager carefully 
monitors the progress of all children, including those who have special educational needs, 
or speak English as an additional language. Any gaps in children's learning or development 
are quickly identified and interventions swiftly put in place to help stop them falling behind 
their peers. Any additional funding for children is used effectively.        

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Staff check the progress and skills of children regularly. They plan challenging and 
stimulating activities that support children to develop their curiosity, such as when they 
look at the similarities and differences of shells through magnifying glasses. Children learn 
to listen carefully. For example, when following a story, staff ask them to recall the details 
by using props and by asking them questions. Children are encouraged to exercise and 
improve their physical skills, such as when they collect leaves in big buckets or climb high 
on the climbing frame. Staff make good use of naturally occurring opportunities to teach 
children about the world around them, such as when they find worms and bugs hiding 
under the leaves outside. Staff use different strategies, such as sign language, to develop 
children's communication and language.   
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Children develop secure attachments to the nurturing and caring staff. Staff keep 
children's well-being and emotional security at the heart of what they do. They support 
children to stay healthy, such as by providing parents with information about healthy 
eating. Children learn to respect one another. Children explore and are curious and staff 
help them to try new ideas. For example, using building blocks in new ways, or pretending 
to cook food for a birthday party in the home corner. Children have space to run around 
and exercise together, such as when they dance to music, or chase each other outside. 
Children learn about their community as they take trips out to explore the local area. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children develop skills, such as independence and confidence, helping to prepare them for 
school. They enjoy looking at books and become deeply engrossed in writing activities, 
such as when they write their names on stickers. They sing songs to help them count 
backwards and forwards, using their fingers to help them add one more number. Children 
know how to seek help from adults to help them learn and understand more. They are 
happy and content as they play, and learn to make new friends. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 126979 

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 1089322 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children  2 - 3 

Total number of places 24 

Number of children on roll  33 

Name of registered person Ashford Family Nursery Committee 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP555079 

Date of previous inspection 9 June 2015 

Telephone number 01233 643404 

 

Ashford Family Nursery registered in 1992 and is open from 9am to 3pm each weekday for 
46 weeks of the year. There is a breakfast club from 8.20am on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. The nursery receives funding for free early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children. There are seven members of staff, six of whom hold appropriate 
early years qualifications from levels 3 to 5.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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