Little Tots Nursery
The Scout Hut, Gaysfield Road, Fishtoft, Boston, PE21 0SF

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

18 October 2017
8 March 2017
This inspection:

Good

2

Previous inspection:

Requires
Improvement

3

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Good

2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

2

Outcomes for children

Good

2

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

 Staff create a warm and welcoming environment. Children are confident, very happy

and settled. They form close bonds with the nurturing and attentive staff who know
them well. Children receive care that is tailored to support their individual needs. This
helps them to feel safe and secure.

 Staff promote children's behaviour well. They praise children and encourage them to be
kind and caring towards each other. Staff are on hand to help children work through
any minor disputes. For example, they help children to work out a compromise when
more than one child wants the same resource.

 Partnerships with parents are very effective. Information is shared when children first

begin, about their progress and abilities. Parents are continually kept informed about
their child's progress and well-being. Parents spoken to during inspection feel the staff
go above and beyond, to support the children and families.

 The outdoor environment is particularly well resourced and used daily. Children are

encouraged to develop their large-muscle skills by climbing, jumping and sliding. They
use real tools in the construction area and enjoy making mud pies in the mud kitchen.

It is not yet outstanding because:

 Many of the craft activities are adult planned and led, therefore children are unable to
independently create their own designs.

 The monitoring of staff practice is not yet strong enough to help individual staff
members to raise the quality of their practice to an even higher level.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 explore ways for the children to independently design and create their own artwork
 refine systems used for monitoring staff practice to help individual staff members to
raise the quality of practice to a higher level.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors,
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

 The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
 The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager.
 The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and provider. She looked at
relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

 The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

Inspector
Sharon Waterfall
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good
Safeguarding is effective and staff know the procedures to follow if they have concerns
about a child. The manager provides regular supervision sessions and training for staff.
This helps them to build on their knowledge and skills and protect children's safety and
welfare. Leaders closely monitor the progress of individuals and are beginning to do so
with groups of children. Regular observations and assessments help staff to identify any
areas where children require further support. For example, monitoring helped staff to
address a gap in children's involvement with people from the local community. Effective
strategies were implemented and these gaps have closed. Partnership working with local
schools is well established and helps to provide consistency when children move on to
school.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good
Staff complete regular observations and assessments of children's learning, to help plan
for each individual child's next steps in learning. They focus on children's interests well to
engage children's curiosity. Children are eager to investigate the varied experiences on
offer, such as using car wheels to make tracks in the paint. Staff ask an effective range of
questions to challenge children's learning. They respect children and show an interest in
how they think an activity can be enhanced or developed. For example, the staff ask
children what type of car they might need to knock over the brick at the bottom of the
ramp. Staff are skilled at enhancing learning through play, such as helping children to
count and recognise the colours of the carriages on the toy train.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good
All children form secure emotional attachments with the staff that care for them. Staff
teach children to be independent. They encourage even the youngest children to manage
tasks for themselves, and praise their achievements. Children enjoy nutritious snacks.
Staff sit with children at lunchtime and use this opportunity to talk about eating a healthy
diet. Staff successfully use strategies to support good behaviour. For example, they
intervene at an early stage to enable negotiations between children to prevent a situation
escalating. The children explore the local community as they walk around looking for
signs of the changing seasons, and visit some nearby horses.
Outcomes for children are good
Children show good social skills. They are polite, friendly and confident. They listen to and
follow instructions, and adapt well to changes in routines. Children display a willingness to
succeed when faced with challenges. They listen attentively to stories and recall parts
from their memory. Children are developing the key skills they need for school, such as an
interest in making marks in readiness for early writing.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY449375

Local authority

Lincolnshire

Inspection number

1088498

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children

2-5

Total number of places

28

Number of children on roll

10

Name of registered person

Angela Jane Baxter

Registered person unique
reference number

RP910581

Date of previous inspection

8 March 2017

Telephone number

07913571999

Little Tots Nursery registered in 2012. The nursery employs four members of childcare
staff. Of these, three hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery
opens from Monday to Friday, 8am until 4.30pm, term time only. The nursery provides
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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