
   

 

Rain Or Shine Forest 
Preschool   

 

Judd Wood Farm, Tonbridge, Kent, TN11 8AB    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

12 October 2017  
Not applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Not applicable   

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 The owner and staff are extremely passionate and driven about providing the very best 
levels of care and education for children. This is clearly reflected in the progress 
children make and the skills they learn in readiness for the next stage in their 
education.   

  

 Children flourish in all aspects of their development. They gain excellent levels of 
independence, confidence and resilience, along with a very keen attitude for learning. 

  

 Children's happiness, safety and welfare are of the utmost importance to the owner and 
staff. Safeguarding comprehensively underpins all aspects of the running of the 
preschool.  

  

 Staff make the very best use of the natural environment around them to teach children 
and enhance their learning in a stimulating, exciting and challenging way. 

  

 There is a highly effective partnership with parents to promote the best outcomes for 
children. Parents comment extremely positively about the preschool and the 
experiences their children enjoy.  
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 enhance the already excellent provision to further support children's literacy 

development.  
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the support for children's learning 
outdoors at both sites of the preschool.   

  

 The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including records of the progress that 
children have made, staff records, risk assessments, accident records and policies and 
procedures.  

  

 The inspector talked to parents who were available on the day of the inspection, 
sampled their written comments and took account of their views.   

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the owner.   
  

 The inspector held discussions with the owner and staff throughout the inspection.   
  

  

Inspector  

Lisa Watson 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

Safeguarding is effective. The owner is a very competent leader. She takes her 
responsibilities regarding safeguarding extremely seriously to make sure children are safe. 
Security of the premises has recently been reviewed and further strengthened to make 
sure children cannot leave unsupervised. Staff are exceptionally well deployed throughout 
both sites of the preschool in order to keep children safe. They all understand the 
comprehensive safeguarding procedures to protect children from harm. Staff work 
collaboratively with parents to achieve the best outcomes for each child. The daily 
electronic diaries and photographs sent to parents provide them with a valuable insight 
into their children's experiences. Parents keep regularly informed about events happening 
at the preschool. They are encouraged to contribute, for example by reading to the 
children in their home languages.       

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

Staff expertly teach children with considered questioning to explore their ideas and 
understanding. They guide children to work out how to solve problems. For example, 
children learn how to safely use tools such as hammers to crack open a chestnut. Staff 
also know when to give the children space to investigate and discover independently so 
they direct their own learning. Planning is focused exceptionally well on children's current 
interests and developmental needs to help them make the best possible progress in all 
areas of learning. Staff observe and assess children's progress meticulously. They 
accurately identify where further support may be needed so that children continue to 
achieve and develop very well.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Children's behaviour is exemplary and staff give them worthwhile opportunities to 
negotiate and manage their own behaviour. For example, children count aloud as they sit 
together and wait patiently for turn on a swing, deciding among themselves who is next. 
Older children purposefully help to tidy up, responding immediately when the bell is rung 
to do so before they get ready to go home. Staff and children have close emotional bonds, 
helping each child feel secure and settled. Staff know the children extremely well and 
caringly meet their individual care needs. Children demonstrate very high levels of 
independence and are curious, imaginative and energetic in their play. Safety underpins all 
of the activities and children quickly learn what the rules are.  
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

All areas of learning are taught extremely well to help children achieve the skills and 
knowledge needed for the future. Mathematics is taught particularly well, for example, as 
older children learn simple addition and subtraction during group time. Children learn to 
recognise that words carry meaning and use writing tools when they want to mark their 
names. Due to the extensive range of exciting activities available, children are not always 
encouraged to take full advantage of opportunities to extend their understanding of 
literacy. All of the children quickly make exceptionally good progress in their learning from 
their starting points.   
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY538569 

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 1113495 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 34 

Number of children on roll 72 

Name of registered person Rain Or Shine Forest Preschool Limited 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP538568 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 01732 356421 

 

Rain or Shine Forest Preschool Limited registered in 2016. It operates from two sites 
within private woodland in Tonbridge, Kent. The preschool is open Monday to Thursday 
from 9.15am to 2.15pm, term-time only. The holiday club operates Monday to Thursday 
from 9.30am to 3pm during one week at Easter and two weeks in the summer holidays. 
The provider receives funding for free early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. A team of nine staff work with the children. Of these, four hold qualified 
teacher status, one holds an early years degree, five are forest school trained staff at level 
2 or 3 and one holds an early years qualification at level 3.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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