
   

 

Cove Pavilion Pre-School    
Cove Pavilion, Prospect Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 0DX    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

13 September 2017  
6 November 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 Staff form excellent partnerships with other professionals who support children. They 
communicate highly effectively, sharing details of children's development and following 
all advice they are given. All children make swift progress, including children who have 
special educational needs and those who speak English as an additional language. 

  

 The manager strives to provide parents and children with a pre-school of superb 
quality. She is meticulous about the methods she uses to monitor and evaluate every 
aspect of her provision. She works with her highly motivated, experienced staff team to 
make attending the pre-school a superb experience for all children. 

  

 Teaching is consistently of a very high standard. Staff are intuitive and interactions with 
children are always purposeful, such as when they support children to problem solve 
for themselves. Staff offer all children excellent support to practise talking and to 
increase their understanding of new words. 

  

 Staff offer children access to an impressive array of high-quality resources. Children 
display outstanding levels of independence and they thoroughly enjoy choosing how to 
enhance their own play. They have tremendous fun in a rich and stimulating 
environment. 

  

 The key-person system works exceptionally well and children form strong attachments 
to their special person very quickly. Staff establish an excellent understanding of 
children's needs, such as when they visit children at home before they start. New 
children recognise staff and they settle very quickly. 

  

 Staff offer parents great encouragement to support their children's learning at home. 
Parents are excited to share completed work and news of children's achievements. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 consider ways to maximise opportunities for children to enhance their understanding of 

how living things grow. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector held conversations with parents, who discussed their children's 
experience at pre-school.  

  

 The inspector jointly observed a planned activity with the manager and they talked 
about what they had seen.  

  

 The inspector talked to staff about the safeguarding policy and discussed procedures 
they follow to keep children safe.  

  

 The inspector discussed how the manager self-evaluates her provision and her priorities 
for future improvement.  

  

 The inspector viewed children's learning documents and talked to staff about the 
progress children are making in their development.  

  

  

Inspector  

Julie Bruce 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

The highly qualified manager inspires and motivates staff to develop their skills. For 
instance, when staff recognised some children struggled to form new relationships with 
adults, they attended training which focused on this. The manager has in-depth 
conversations with staff, where they reflect on the impact training has on children's 
individual learning. Safeguarding is effective. All staff have a current knowledge of 
safeguarding procedures and they react immediately to concerns about children. They 
share details of the processes they follow with parents. Staff are extremely vigilant. They 
carry out thorough risk assessments throughout the day to help keep all children safe. The 
manager and staff care about the views of the families they work with. For instance, they 
made significant changes based on the findings of recent questionnaires. These included 
opening earlier to meet the needs of working parents and offering flexible evening 
appointments to discuss children's progress.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

Children are incredibly excited as they explore the stimulating range of role-play resources 
on offer. For instance, budding builders use foam bricks to make super structures. 
Children display high levels of collaboration as they take it in turns to balance bricks. Staff 
make clear assessments of children based on focused, purposeful observations. They have 
an excellent understanding of the needs of individual children. Staff offer children superb 
support as they demonstrate how to move their arms back and forth to saw wood. 
Children are fully engaged as they experiment with different textures, such as when they 
add water and leaves to their 'cakes'. They particularly enjoy immersing their hands in 
'gloopy' water and counting cakes for friends. Children are extremely excited as they 
investigate musical concepts. For instance, staff demonstrate playing instruments fast and 
slow. Staff are currently exploring further ways to enhance children's understanding about 
how things grow.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Staff offer children superb encouragement to develop their physical skills. For example, 
children listening to a story pretend to be frogs and jump as high as they can. They 
negotiate space around them exceptionally well as they pretend to catch small insects. 
Staff use positive, caring language, such as when they encourage children to talk about 
their feelings. Children demonstrate excellent behaviour. They develop a growing sense of 
how to keep themselves and others around them safe and well. For instance, they 
carefully carry food and drink across to their seats and use equipment safely. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

Children develop excellent writing skills, such as when they confidently draw letters on a 
large board. They thoroughly enjoy using technology. For example, young children 
practise moving cakes around the computer screen. Older children count cakes and 
identify the corresponding number. Children display extremely high levels of self-
confidence. They are emotionally mature and very well prepared for the move to school. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 110253 

Local authority Hampshire 

Inspection number 1070112 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 25 

Number of children on roll 44 

Name of registered person Cove Pavilion Pre-school Committee 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP517936 

Date of previous inspection 6 November 2014 

Telephone number 01252370029 

 

Cove Pavilion Pre-School opened in 1966. It operates from a sports pavilion in 
Farnborough, Hampshire. The pre-school is committee run. The pre-school opens five 
days a week during school term time and offers a holiday club for four weeks during the 
summer holidays. Sessions are from 8am to 3.45pm. The setting receives funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years of age. The 
pre-school currently supports children who are learning English as an additional language. 
There are seven members of staff. The manager has an early years teacher qualification, 
one member of staff holds a relevant level 4 qualification, and four members of staff hold 
a relevant level 3 qualification. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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