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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

7 September 2017  
25 March 2013 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Met   

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children enjoy a fun and stimulating environment, where they can freely access toys 
and equipment of their choice. The childminder is skilful in adapting activities to suit 
children's differing abilities and levels of development. As a result, children are 
effectively challenged and make good progress in their learning. 

  

 Children develop an exceptionally strong emotional bond with the childminder. She is 
highly successful in enabling children to feel emotionally secure in the setting and they 
respond extremely well to her. 

  

 A well-organised approach and reflective self-evaluation mean that the childminder is 
able to provide a flexible, quality service to parents that supports their different 
requirements.  

  

 Children's behaviour is exemplary. They demonstrate exceptional levels of cooperation 
and respect for others because their views are valued, giving them a real sense of 
belonging.  

  

 The childminder recognises that all of her actions and interactions with children have an 
input into their learning. She consistently uses everyday tasks and activities to 
maximise children's opportunities to learn in a fun and playful way. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The childminder does not always swiftly assess children when they first start with her 
to secure what parents tell her about what their children know and can do. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 review the timeliness of baseline assessments for new starters. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector viewed the premises.  
  

 The inspector observed play and learning activities inside and outside and the quality of 
the interactions between the childminder and children present.   

  

 The inspector and the childminder discussed some of the activities provided and how 
these encourage children’s learning.   

  

 A range of documentation, including children's learning records and accident records 
were viewed.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with the childminder and spoke to the children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.  

  

  

Inspector  

Cheryl Walker 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The childminder is enthusiastic and highly motivated. She successfully builds strong and 
supportive relationships with parents. This enables her to provide a service that is focused 
on children's individual needs. Safeguarding is effective. Recent online training has 
increased the childminder's knowledge of current issues. She has used what she has learnt 
to inform her written safeguarding policy and procedures. Good systems for risk 
assessment ensure that children are cared for in a safe environment, both indoors and 
outdoors. The childminder is careful to ensure that children remain safe, without limiting 
their opportunities to develop. Accurate assessment of children's skills enables the 
childminder to effectively plan activities that suit their needs.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

The childminder has a very good understanding of how children learn. Consequently, 
children enjoy a rich learning environment and show a real keenness in the activities she 
provides. This helps them to remain focused and persevere in their tasks. Where they lose 
focus, the childminder skilfully and quickly adapts activities to regain interest. For 
example, during a game to sort and match by colour and size, the childminder identifies 
that there are too many objects, which reduces children's ability to focus. She swiftly 
removes a number of the items to enable children to concentrate. She introduces 
appropriate mathematical language such as little, big, and medium, to help children name 
and compare the objects. She is an excellent role model and children truly benefit from 
the high quality interaction she provides. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Young children show high levels of confidence because they are extremely settled in the 
childminder's care. This high level of security enables children to build a strong base from 
which to grow and develop their independence. Children learn about their own safety 
through imaginative and consistent routines and experiences that enable them to begin to 
take care of their own needs. For example, even the youngest children know that they 
hold on to the 'safety circle' when preparing to get into the car. They stand sensibly on the 
kerb until the childminder is ready to assist them to do so. Children respond well in an 
environment where they are listened to and can actively contribute to decision making. 
This helps them to build respectful and positive relationships with their peers and others.  
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children are active learners and become absorbed in play. They are motivated to learn so 
that they make good progress. Children's language skills are well-developed. They are 
good communicators and can confidently make their needs known. Young children are 
observant and can recreate patterns using threading beads, noticing when a bead may be 
out of place. They successfully achieve levels of development that are typical for, and 
sometimes exceed, those expected for their age range. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY380658 

Local authority Medway Towns 

Inspection number 1100181 

Type of provision Childminder 

Day care type Childminder 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 4 

Number of children on roll 10 

Name of registered person  

Date of previous inspection 25 March 2013 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder registered in 2008. She lives with her husband and three children in 

Chatham, close to shops, parks, schools and pre-schools.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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