
   

 

Barracudas (Huntingdon)    
Hinchingbrooke School, Brampton Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 3BN    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

17 August 2017  
31 July 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Not applicable   

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 Children enjoy an outstanding range of stimulating experiences, including a vast 
number of sporting activities. They are enthusiastic, motivated and have a wonderful 
time at the setting. 

  

 Children's safety is given the highest priority. All the activities are thoroughly assessed 
to minimise any hazards. More risky activities, such as archery, are expertly supervised 
by skilled and well-trained specialist staff. 

  

 The partnerships with parents are exceptional. Parents praise the camp staff for their 
comprehensive understanding of their children's needs and interests. They are very well 
informed about their children's experiences. 

  

 Staff quickly build highly effective relationships with the children. They have high 
expectations of children's behaviour and are excellent role models. Children are ably 
coached, supported and praised. This helps to boost their confidence and self-esteem. 

  

 The experienced and dedicated management team strives to provide top quality 
experiences for all children. Highly qualified managers lead enthusiastic and skilled staff 
who have an excellent understanding of their roles and responsibilities. 

  

 Constant evaluation of staff performance and how they deliver the activities helps 
managers to continually broaden and enhance children's exciting play opportunities. 

  

   



Inspection report: Barracudas (Huntingdon), 17 August 2017  2 of 5 

 

 

 

 

What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 consider further ways to enhance younger children's opportunities to extend their 

independence and do things for themselves. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the children during their activities. She spoke with children and 
staff at convenient times during the inspection.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the area manager.  
  

 The inspector looked at the campsite and the resources available to the children.  
  

 The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day. She looked 
at the camp's self-evaluation document and discussed this with managers.  

  

 The inspector had meetings with the camp managers and looked at a selection of 
documents. These included evidence of staff suitability, training records and children's 
records.  

  

  

Inspector  

Veronica Sharpe 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

Safeguarding is effective. Staff receive detailed training on safeguarding issues and the 
local safeguarding procedures. They fully understand their role to protect children and 
promote their welfare. Thorough recruitment procedures and initial training helps to 
ensure staff are eminently suitable to carry out their responsibilities. The management 
team provides excellent professional development opportunities for staff. This enables 
them to progress in the company and learn skills that are useful in their other professions. 
Senior staff are very well qualified and all have considerable experience. Children receive 
superb, skilled support so they can make the most of all the activities on offer. Staff teach 
children about safe boundaries and supervise them effectively as they move around the 
site. Children have an excellent understanding of safe behaviour and meticulously follow 
the rules.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

Children benefit from an exceptional, well-planned programme of activities. Periods of 
intense physical activity are perfectly balanced with creative activities and times to relax 
and play quietly. Challenging activities, such as riding quad bikes, inspires children to have 
a go at new things. Staff support the children as they play and ask questions that 
encourage their thinking skills. For example, they help children to speculate how many 
blocks they can stack and how they can build a taller and safer structure. Children 
effectively build on the skills they learn at school. They confidently write captions on their 
pictures and add their names to the attendance register. Staff encourage them to count 
out loud and measure their party hats so they are a good fit. Children's physical 
coordination is enhanced through enjoyable activities, such as foam fencing. Staff observe 
and record children's achievements so their successes can be shared with parents and 
school. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

The camp is organised superbly to provide children with a friendly and welcoming 
environment. Staff greet children cheerfully as they arrive and help them to settle into 
their key groups. They have enormously good relationships with the children and are 
playful and good humoured. Children build excellent friendships, welcoming their friends 
from previous camps. Children new to the camp have a more experienced 'buddy' to show 
them the routines and help them to find their way around. Staff gather extensive 
information from parents about the children before they join the camp. This helps them to 
assess children's needs and carefully tailor the activity programme. Managers continue to 
consider ways to enhance children's independence skills and enable them to take a greater 
role in planning and preparing their activities. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 259646 

Local authority Cambridgeshire 

Inspection number 1103389 

Type of provision Out of school provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 4 - 14 

Total number of places 232 

Number of children on roll 392 

Name of registered person Young World Leisure Group Limited 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP900856 

Date of previous inspection 31 July 2014 

Telephone number 0845 1235299 

 

Barracudas (Huntingdon) registered in 1995. It is one of a number of holiday camps run 
by Young World Leisure Group Ltd. The club employs 32 members of childcare staff. Of 
these, 10 hold qualified teacher status. Staff working with the early years children hold 
appropriate qualifications at level 3. The rest of the staff have a mixture of sports 
qualifications and some are trainee teachers. The camp operates Monday to Friday, during 

Easter, summer holidays and some half terms. Opening times are from 8am to 6pm. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 



Inspection report: Barracudas (Huntingdon), 17 August 2017  5 of 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 

© Crown copyright 2017 

mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

