
   

 

The Saplings Pre-School    
Burnham Copse Primary School, Newchurch Road, Tadley, Hampshire, RG26 4HN    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

28 June 2017  
30 June 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 Staff use their excellent teaching skills to provide children with rich and stimulating 
learning experiences. Children are extremely enthusiastic learners and enjoy exploring 
the wide range of exciting activities that staff design. This helps children to further 
extend their play ideas and develop their imaginations. 

  

 The manager combines her excellent understanding of how children learn with her 
management skills to continuously support and develop all staff. This helps staff to plan 
creative activities that encourage children to practise their explorative and 
independence skills. For example, children thoroughly enjoy being dressed as pirates 
and write instructions in the role-play area. 

  

 Children have very high standards of behaviour and confidence. Staff sensitively 
support children who are anxious, timid or shy to learn to be curious about an activity. 
The children watch, play alongside and, when they feel ready, take part in physical 
exercise in the large school hall. 

  

 Partnerships with parents are highly effective. Parents appreciate the extra support and 
help that the staff and manager provide. For example, they value the assistance they 
receive if they need to attend meetings or complete forms when children need 
additional help and support. 

  

 The relationships between professionals and other settings, including schools the 
children attend, are excellent. All children make exceptional progress from their 
individual starting points and are very well prepared for their next stage in learning. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 continue to prepare staff for increased responsibility to help maintain the excellent 

standards of learning and care. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the children at play outside and talked with the children about 
their activities.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with the manager in relation to observations of 
children's learning and assessed the impact this has on their progress.  

  

 The inspector looked at a range of documentation, including suitability checks, 
qualifications and children's records.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with parents and staff.  
  

 The inspector had a tour of the setting.  
  

  

Inspector  

Heather Rushton 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

The manager is highly motivated with very high expectations. She encourages staff to 
constantly challenge each other to help maintain the excellent high standards. The 
manager monitors staff very closely and is planning to increase support to help prepare 
them for increased responsibility. Children's progress is rapid and consistent. Staff prepare 
the environment and develop their knowledge and skills to support children who have 
special educational needs to attain the expected level in key skills and excel in their 
physical development. Safeguarding is effective. The manager places a high priority on 
ensuring staff's child protection knowledge is up to date. All staff know where to seek help 
for any concerns regarding children's welfare or safety.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

Staff's assessments, and their excellent knowledge of each child, help them to extend and 
develop children's own ideas in their play. Staff plan activities to fully excite, engage and 
motivate children. For example, as children cut out shapes to make pictures of boats, they 
talk about the main features and imagine where their boat will sail to. Staff encourage 
children to extend their imaginations further. For instance, when children found 'green 
monster' footsteps, staff and children explored them together. Staff support all children to 
be successful in their learning. For example, they invite younger children to play with them 
in the smaller garden where they create rock pools in the sand.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Children have very strong relationships with adults and other children. They settle quickly, 
which helps them to be happy, imaginative and resilient learners. For example, children 
are determined to get the ball into the basketball net. When they are successful, they 
squeal with delight and give each other a hug celebrating their own success. Children 
independently help each other to understand how to share the cinnamon scented play 
dough so that everyone has enough to make a model. Children use high-quality 
technological toys to explore how to mix colours and gain the confidence to paint and get 
messy hands. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

Children are extremely well prepared for the next stage in their learning. They talk with 
confidence to express their ideas and ask questions. For instance, they use a book to retell 
a story where the caterpillar hatches into a butterfly, checking the accuracy of their story 
with adults who listen attentively. Children's mathematical language skills are very well 
developed, which helps them to solve problems. Older children write their own names on 
their work. All children enjoy singing songs they have learnt while they play. Children 
develop a broad vocabulary through the activities they enjoy in the 'language dome'. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY333449 

Local authority Hampshire 

Inspection number 1092707 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 32 

Number of children on roll 57 

Name of registered person The Saplings Pre-School PLC 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP527162 

Date of previous inspection 30 June 2015 

Telephone number 07960030240 

 

The Saplings Pre-School registered in 2005. It operates from the grounds of Burnham 
Copse Primary School in Tadley, Hampshire. The pre-school is open from 8am to 4pm 
each weekday in term time. It offers some school holiday care depending on demand. The 
pre-school receives funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three 
and four years. There are eight members of staff who work with the children. The 
manager has early years professional status and five members of staff hold qualifications 

at level 3.   

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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