
   

 

2 Jays Nursery    
5th Potters Bar Scout Hut, Mutton Lane, Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, EN6 3BS    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

16 June 2017  
14 January 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 The manager and deputy manager are highly effective and are passionate about the 
nursery. They and the staff team demonstrate an excellent commitment to their role 
and skilfully support children to make excellent progress. 

  

 Staff are extremely friendly and welcoming. The highly effective key-person system 
allows staff to get to know children and their families from the start. A vast amount of 
information about children's needs, health, well-being and abilities is obtained on entry. 
Children form exceptionally positive relationships with staff. They settle very quickly and 
are relaxed and content. 

  

 The cultural diversity of children is immensely valued. The manager and staff seek out 
wonderful resources to support the learning of children who speak English as an 
additional language. For example, they make superb use of visual signs, books and 
posters. In addition, cultural songs and home cooking from parents support children to 
hear and learn other languages and respect other cultures. 

  

 Partnerships with parents are excellent and play an extremely strong part in 
successfully meeting children's individual needs. Staff plan numerous events that 
involve parents in their children's learning. Parents are highly complimentary about the 
high level of care and attention children receive. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 implement plans to continue to explore innovative ways to enhance the skills and 

knowledge of staff, in order to maintain the exceptionally high standards.    
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the indoor play areas and the outdoor learning 
environment, and spoke to staff and children throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager.  
  

 The inspector checked evidence of suitability and qualifications of staff, self-evaluation 
and a range of other documentation.  

  

 The inspector looked at children's assessment and planning documentation, the 
nursery's risk assessment and safety records.  

  

  

Inspector  

Anahita Aderianwalla 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

The manager and staff work extremely well together. The manager has excellent 
procedures to monitor staff's practice. Staff share their expertise well among their team to 
develop their individual skills. This has highlighted areas where practice can be enhanced 
and has resulted in staff accessing training to further increase their knowledge. Staff 
reflect positively on recent training that focused on planning in response to children's 
spontaneous interests. This has helped staff to review how they stimulate children's 
imaginations and to create highly exciting environments that enable children to thoroughly 
enjoy learning. The manager is committed to continuing to find more valuable 
opportunities to extend the skills and knowledge of staff. The arrangements for 
safeguarding are effective. Staff have an excellent understanding of the procedures that 
they should follow to keep children safe. Highly effective evaluation of the nursery helps 
the manager to maintain the exceptionally high standards.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

Staff make the most of excellent teaching opportunities each day. For example, small key-
group sessions are used to help children make excellent progress in communication and 
language development. Children are confident speakers and use their rapidly developing 
language well to express themselves. Children have exceptional opportunities to learn 
about the living world. For example, they are engrossed as they count the number of bugs 
they find and develop excellent observational skills as they carefully study the spiders and 
mini-beasts and draw superb pictures. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Children's behaviour is exemplary. They share, take turns and work together to achieve a 
common goal, for example, when building towers with large foam bricks. Staff use 
interesting and exciting ways to teach children about the importance of living a healthy 
lifestyle. For example, children excitedly join in with organising a picnic. They sit on a rug, 
set out cutlery and plates for their friends and eat healthy snacks they have prepared 
themselves. Children are extremely physically active and thoroughly enjoy exploring the 
exceptionally well-equipped outdoor area.   
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

Children are enthusiastic learners and make excellent progress. They gain the skills to 
solve problems and are independent at making decisions in their play. For example, they 
work together to use guttering pipes, a spirit level, foam blocks, large diggers and mud to 
create a large-scale construction site. Children are thoroughly prepared for the next stage 
in their learning.   
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY464460 

Local authority Hertfordshire 

Inspection number 1088162 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 1 - 4 

Total number of places 32 

Number of children on roll 32 

Name of registered person Joy Kyriacou 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP512614 

Date of previous inspection 14 January 2014 

Telephone number 07905055967 

 

2 Jays Nursery was re-registered in 2013. It operates from a Scout Hut in Potters Bar, 
Hertfordshire. The nursery employs six members of staff. Of these, three hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at levels 2 and 3. The nursery opens during term time only. 
Sessions are from 8am until midday, Monday to Friday. On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays extended sessions are offered until 3pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-olds.   

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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