
   

 

Dundonald Rd    
52a Dundonald Road, Wimbledon, London, SW19 3PH    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

23 March 2017  
3 February 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The dedicated provider has a sound understanding of the learning and welfare 
requirements. She and the nursery manager work well in partnership to ensure the 
good standards of care and learning are constantly improving. 

  

 The educational programmes are well planned, with a balance of adult-led and child-
initiated activities. Children are enthusiastic, hands-on learners. They thoroughly enjoy 
the many interesting opportunities to develop their skills and knowledge. 

  

 Children make good progress from their starting points. Their development is precisely 
monitored and recorded by their key person who accurately identifies what they need 
to learn next. Staff work closely with parents and specialist professionals to skilfully 
meet children's individual needs and close any identified gaps in their learning. 

  

 Partnerships with parents are friendly and effective. Parents say that their children's 
confidence and well-being is enhanced by the caring bonds formed with staff. 

  

 Parents are well supported to strengthen their parenting skills. For example, the 
provider arranges a series of lectures by early years specialists each year. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 At times, staff delivering group activities do not ensure that all of the children taking 
part have opportunities to express their ideas or to share their knowledge. 

  

 The information obtained about children's learning and development when they first 
start does not always give staff a deep enough understanding of their interests so that 
children get off to the best start possible. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 make certain that all children have opportunities to contribute their ideas and share 

their knowledge during group activities 
  

 ensure that the range of information gathered from parents when children first join the 
provision includes details of children's interests and what they enjoy doing. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed a range of activities indoors and out, and assessed the quality 
of teaching and its impact on children's learning.  

  

 The inspector had a meeting with the provider and nursery manager. She also explored 
the views of staff and children at intervals during the inspection.  

  

 The inspector had discussions with a selection of parents and considered their views, 
alongside parents' written feedback.  

  

 The inspector looked at a sample of documentation including policies and procedures, 
staff suitability checks and children's learning records.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the nursery manager.  
  

  

Inspector  

Sarah Crawford 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The provider has developed robust systems for monitoring the quality of the provision. 
She takes account of the views of staff, parents and children to identify where outcomes 
for children can be improved. Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a good understanding 
of how to protect children from harm. Risk assessments are used extremely effectively to 
monitor the safety and suitability of routines, equipment and resources. The staff team 
includes experienced and well qualified practitioners, which helps maintain a good 
standard of teaching. Regular supervision and training enables staff to enhance their 
practice further. For example, staff feel that constructive feedback from managers has 
helped them to support children's communication skills more effectively.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Staff have high expectations for what all children can achieve. They regularly share 
information about children's learning with parents, providing ideas for activities to support 
learning at home. Children have very good opportunities to develop their understanding of 
the world. For example, babies are taken on daily walks in the local area. Older children 
visit the local common for Forest School activities, such as building shelters using natural 
materials. Staff skilfully enhance children's understanding and help them to acquire a rich 
and varied vocabulary. For example, older children learn about volcanoes and conduct 
experiments to learn about how they erupt. They reflect upon their previous learning as 
they predict what might happen, describing the process using words such as lava, ash, 
gasses and erupt.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Children's health and well-being is given high priority by the provider and nursery staff. 
For example, outdoor play is an integral part of the daily routine, both in the nursery 
garden and on outings to the local park. Children also enjoy weekly sessions with sports 
coaches and have opportunities to take part in additional activities such as tennis and 
swimming lessons. Meals provided are healthy and nutritious. Children become competent 
and independent in managing their personal skills. Their confidence and self-esteem is 
promoted as staff use regular praise and encouragement. Children behave well and are 
friendly and cooperative. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children develop a good range of skills to support the next stage in their development. 
They learn about letters and sounds in enjoyable and playful ways, alongside meaningful 
opportunities to practise drawing and writing. They gain valuable literacy skills which 
support their progress as they move on to school. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY229780 

Local authority Merton 

Inspection number 1085783 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 0 - 4 

Total number of places 49 

Number of children on roll 81 

Name of registered person Dicky Birds Pre-School Nurseries Limited 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP902359 

Date of previous inspection 3 February 2015 

Telephone number 0208 942 5779 

 

Dundonald Road was registered in 2002 and is on the Early Years Register. The nursery is 
open Monday to Friday between 8am and 6pm for 51 weeks of the year. The nursery 
receives funding for the provision of free early education to children aged three and four 
years. Sixteen members of staff work with the children. All but two of these hold a 

recognised childcare qualification, with three having qualified teacher status. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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