Raindrops Day Nursery
Ltd
The Meadows Childrens Centre, Harberts Road, Harlow, CM19 4DL

Inspection date
Previous inspection date
The quality and standards of the
early years provision

10 March 2017
Not applicable
This inspection:

Outstanding

Previous inspection:

Not applicable

1

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 The provider and managers have a clear and uncompromising vision for the nursery.
They communicate this extremely effectively and involve every member of staff in
driving forward improvement. The well-qualified staff team is confident and creative.
They have many opportunities to grow in their roles.

 The key-person system is exceptional. Children form secure emotional attachments with
their key persons. They meet children's individual needs extremely well and this helps
to build their confidence and self-esteem.

 Staff's support and care for children who have special educational needs and/or
disabilities is superb. Highly effective strategies engage parents and external agencies
in supporting children's sustained progress.
 Partnership working is excellent. Parents highly praise all aspects of the nursery. They
readily share news from home and ask staff questions. Parents like the detailed
information they receive about children's welfare and development. They feel supported
and encouraged to successfully continue children's learning at home.
 Staff provide many varied opportunities to help children develop their imaginations.
Pre-school children prepare to 'blast off to space' dressed up as astronauts. Toddlers
enjoy pretending to cook and share meals together. Younger toddlers base their play on
their own experiences, feeding dolls, cuddling them and changing their nappies.
 Staff use music and singing as a highly effective learning tool. Pre-school children learn
to link letters to the sounds they represent through singing. This helps them to begin
blending sounds together to make words. Younger children find puppets and hand
them to staff to show them which song they want to sing.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 continue to enhance support given to staff to help them maintain children's very good
progress in recognising and understanding numbers.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the provider.
 The inspector held a meeting with the provider and deputy managers and reviewed the
evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

 The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their views.

She also spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection.

 The inspector looked at a range of documentation, including attendance records.
 The inspector discussed the nursery's methods of reflective practice.
Inspector
Jill Hardaker
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. All staff regularly attend safeguarding
training. They demonstrate an excellent knowledge of what to do if they are concerned
that a child may be at risk. Robust recruitment procedures and in-depth induction ensure
all staff thoroughly understand their role in the nursery. The provider supports staff
extremely well and uses secure performance and development procedures. She ensures
that the staff team is extremely well qualified, knowledgeable and confident. The
managers critically evaluate every aspect of the nursery. Information received from parent
questionnaires is analysed and parents are quickly informed about additional
improvements made. Children's progress is meticulously tracked. The managers and staff
provide swift, targeted support for individuals and groups of children. This helps to close
any gaps in learning and ensures that all children make the very best progress possible.
Managers have identified further opportunities to support staff to maintain the progress
children are making in developing their understanding and recognition of numbers.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
The highly motivated staff use their excellent teaching skills to enthuse and engage
children. They take every opportunity to respond to their interests and extend their
learning. An area in the pre-school room is transformed into a spaceship. Children show
their excellent knowledge of planets and gain even more understanding from looking at
information books. Staff provide exciting opportunities for toddlers to enjoy sensory
experiences as they play with toy animals in crunchy cereal. Babies show their sheer
delight as staff blow bubbles. They are keen to blow the bubbles for themselves and are
praised well for their efforts. Staff promote their communication and language
development very well as they clearly offer them words, such as, blow, air and pop.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Children settle exceptionally well. They show that they are very happy and content in this
high quality, nurturing environment. Children thoroughly enjoy the sustained amounts of
time spent outdoors in all weathers. They develop healthy lifestyles and strong physical
skills. Children, including those who have special educational needs and/or disabilities
enjoy managing risks for themselves. For example, as they ride bicycles they skilfully
manoeuvre round other equipment and children. Children are provided with healthy
snacks and well-balanced meals. They demonstrate high levels of independence. Children
help to prepare snacks and manage their own personal care needs, learning skills in
readiness for school.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
All children rapidly acquire the knowledge and key skills that prepare them extremely well
for their next stage of learning and for starting school. The nursery is full of happy and
inquisitive children, who are keen to explore and highly motivated to learn. They make
independent choices about their play and learn from the wide range of stimulating
activities. Children gain excellent literacy skills, such as learning to recognise their names
in print from a young age.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY494495

Local authority

Essex

Inspection number

1026145

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register

Age range of children

0-4

Total number of places

64

Number of children on roll

99

Name of registered person

Raindrops Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

RP534854

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Telephone number

01279 773917

Raindrops Day Nursery Ltd was registered in 2015. The nursery employs 24 members of
childcare staff. Of these, 22 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above,
including two with early years professional status. The nursery opens from 7.15am until
6pm, Monday to Friday all year round. It provides funded early education for two-, threeand four-year-old children.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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