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Mount Tamar Special School

Row Lane, St Budeaux, Plymouth, Devon PL5 2PY

Inspection dates 08/03/2017
The overall experiences and progress of

children and young people

The quality of care and support

How well children and young people are protected

The impact and effectiveness of leaders and managers

Summary of key findings
The residential provision is because

The residential accommodation is currently closed. A visit took place to confirm that the building is
undergoing redesign and refurbishment work. A full inspection will be conducted once the service is
operational. Managers ensure that Ofsted is well informed as the development work progresses towards
finalisation.

Compliance with the national minimum standards for residential special
schools

Not judged at this inspection

What does the school need to do to improve further?

There were no areas identified on this inspection.
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Information about this inspection

The residential accommodation is currently closed. A visit took place to confirm that the building is
undergoing redesign and refurbishment work. A full inspection will be conducted once the service is
operational. Managers ensure that Ofsted is well informed as the development work progresses towards
finalisation.

Inspection team

Michelle Oxley Lead social care inspector
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Full report
Information about this school

This residential special school is a maintained school. It provides education and care and
is registered for 103 children including 24 residential pupils who have emotional and
behavioural difficulties. The residential provision operates as a support for educational
needs. The building is situated centrally on the school site. When operational, the
residential provision is open four nights a week during term time. Pupils attend from one
to four nights according to need. A highly structured routine is offered. A variety of on-
and off-site activities are available.

Inspection Report Mount Tamar Special School, 08/03/2017 Page 3 of 7



Inspection judgements

The overall experiences and progress of children and
young people

The residential accommodation is currently closed. A visit took place to confirm that the building is
undergoing redesign and refurbishment work. A full inspection will be conducted once the service is
operational. Managers ensure that Ofsted is well informed as the development work progresses towards
finalisation.

The quality of care and support

The residential accommodation is currently closed. A visit took place to confirm that the building is
undergoing redesign and refurbishment work. A full inspection will be conducted once the service is
operational. Managers ensure that Ofsted is well informed as the development work progresses towards
finalisation.

How well children and young people are protected

The residential accommodation is currently closed. A visit took place to confirm that the building is
undergoing redesign and refurbishment work. A full inspection will be conducted once the service is
operational. Managers ensure that Ofsted is well informed as the development work progresses toward
finalisation.

The impact and effectiveness of leaders and managers

The residential accommodation is currently closed. A visit took place to confirm that the building is
undergoing redesign and refurbishment work. A full inspection will be conducted once the service is
operational. Managers ensure that Ofsted is well informed as the development work progresses towards
finalisation.
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What inspection judgements mean

The experiences and progress of children and young people are at the centre of the
inspection. Inspectors use their professional judgement to determine the weight and
significance of their findings in this respect. The judgements included in the report are
made against ‘Inspections of boarding and residential provision in schools: the inspection

framework’.

Judgement

Outstanding

Good

Requires
improvement

Inadequate

Description

A school where the experiences and progress of children and young
people consistently exceed the standard of good and result in sustained
progress and achievement. The outcomes achieved by children and young
people are outstanding and the impact that the boarding/residential
provision has had in supporting this progress and achieving these
outcomes is clearly evidenced.

A school providing effective services which exceed minimum requirements.
Children and young people are protected and cared for and have their
welfare safeguarded and promoted.

A school where there are no serious or widespread failures that result in
children and young people’s welfare not being safeguarded or promoted.
However, the overall outcomes, experiences and progress of children and
young people are not yet good.

A school where there are serious and/or widespread failures that mean
that children and young people are not protected or that their welfare is
not promoted or safeguarded or that their care and experiences are poor
and they are not making progress.
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School details

Unique reference number
Social care unique reference number SC038087
DfE registration number

This inspection was carried out under the Children Act 1989, as amended by the Care Standards
Act 2000, having regard to the national minimum standards for residential special schools.

Type of school Residential special school
Number of boarders on roll 98

Gender of boarders Mixed

Age range of boarders 4to 16

Headteacher Brett Storry

Date of previous boarding inspection 21/01/2016
Telephone number 01752 365128

Email address mount.tamar.school@plymouth.gov.uk
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s
website:www.gov.uk/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted
will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to
inspect and when and as part of the inspection.

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about
schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk or look for the link
on the main Ofsted website: www.gov.uk/ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning
and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after,
safeguarding and child protection.

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school
must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not exceeding
the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you give
details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection
reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
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