
   

 

Marcham Little Angels 
(Nursery, Pre-School And 
After School)   

 

Anson Field, Morland Road, Marcham, Abingdon, OX13 6PY    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

6 March 2017  
1 November 2016 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Requires 
improvement  

3   

Previous inspection: Inadequate  4 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment 
Requires 
improvement 

3 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare 
Requires 
improvement 

3  

Outcomes for children 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:   
  

 The quality of teaching is not yet consistently good. Staff are not planning suitably 
challenging activities, particularly for the youngest children in the pre-school room, to 
support every child's learning.  

  

 Recently introduced systems for monitoring the educational programme, assessing 
children's progress and planning their future learning, are not embedded into practice.  

  

 Staff are not always effectively deployed to support children's needs. 
  

 Children are not regularly accessing drinking water, in order to ensure they are well 
hydrated. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Staff have a secure understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities. Children's well-
being is effectively supported. 

  

 The recently appointed manager is astute and highly competent. She has a drive to 
improve the quality of the setting.  

  

 Children behave well, supported by staff who are good role models. Staff are kind and 
caring. They form positive relationships with the children in their care. 

  

 Parents are very complimentary about the setting and the care provided for their 
children. They describe staff as engaging and friendly. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage the provider must: 
 

  Due Date 
   

 improve the quality of teaching, especially for the youngest 
children in the pre-school room, to ensure it is consistently good or 
better 

30/04/2017 

   

 develop the systems for monitoring and assessing children's 
progress so that all staff regularly assess children's development 
and use the information to plan challenging opportunities, to 
enable every child to make the best possible progress 

30/04/2017 

   

 ensure staff are effectively deployed to meet the needs of all 
children. 

30/04/2017 

   

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 make sure children are able to freely access drinking water, in order to help keep them 

well hydrated. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector spoke to parents and took their views into account.  
  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager of the nursery and the operational 
manager.  

  

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and children's learning both inside and 
outdoors.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager of the nursery.  
  

 The inspector sampled documentation, including records of children's learning, accident 
records, staff files and suitability checks.   

  

  

Inspector  

Nikki Whinton 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management  requires improvement 
 

The leadership team has identified that there has been insufficient monitoring of the 
assessment programme. Some children's assessment records are not kept up to date. This 
means that any gaps in children's progress are not always identified early enough and 
delays strategies being introduced to assist children's learning. This is starting to be 
addressed. Safeguarding is effective. Staff liaise closely with outside agencies and are alert 
for signs that a child may be at risk. They know what to do if they have a concern about a 
child or member of staff. Procedures for ensuring staff are suitable to care for children, 
both at the time of recruitment and on an ongoing basis are effective. Performance 
management and professional development systems are driving change across the 
nursery.        

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment  requires improvement 
 

The quality of teaching is variable, particularly for the youngest children in the pre-school 
room. Some planned activities, such as circle time, are not appropriate for the younger 
children. They become disengaged and restless, which impacts negatively on their 
learning. Since the last inspection, staff have attended training on how to assess and plan 
for children's learning. New assessment systems are being embedded into practice, to 
assist staff in accurately identifying children's progress. Some staff are more confident 
than others in implementing these programmes. Parents are kept well informed about 
activities and their child's achievements. For example, they can access their child's 
assessments on line and view the planning information displayed.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare require improvement 
 

Staff in the pre-school room are not sufficiently alert to the movements of the youngest 
children. On occasions, younger children wander between the areas or select resources 
with little engagement from staff. As a result, children's individual needs are not always 
supported. Children are not always able to help themselves to drinking water, to keep 
themselves well hydrated. Most children settle quickly and enjoy their time in the setting. 
Any children who are tearful are quickly reassured by their key carers. Children are 
learning ways to help keep themselves safe. For example, they are reminded not to run 
indoors.  
   

 

Outcomes for children require improvement 
 

At times, staff do not give children time to think and respond to questions. For example, 
during a discussion on the weather, a child commented that it was icy. Staff asked why 
they knew that, before answering the question themselves. Children in the pre-school 
room build their confidence and independence as they move freely between the indoor 
and outdoor areas. Children become enthralled chalking on paving slabs and identifying 
the shapes they have drawn. Older children solve problems, such as when comparing the 
numbers of different coloured windows in a house they have made from construction 
materials. Babies excitedly clap their hands as they explore a large tray of warm water and 
bubbles.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY497428 

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 1081826 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 0 - 11 

Total number of places 46 

Number of children on roll 74 

Name of registered person The partnership of Helen Corcoran and Kaye 
Merriman 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP903912 

Date of previous inspection 1 November 2016 

Telephone number 07516474287 

 

Marcham Little Angels re-registered in 2016. It operates from premises in Marcham, 
Oxfordshire. The provision is open from 7.30am to 5.30pm and operates throughout the 
year with the exception of the week between Christmas and New Year. The nursery 
receives funding to provide free early education for children aged three and four years. 
There are 11 staff caring for the children, four of whom have childcare qualifications at 

level 3 and one of the managers holds Early Years Professional status. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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