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raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date 22 February 2017

Previous inspection date 9 September 2013

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection:  Good 2
Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good 2
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2
Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B Children enjoy regular walks in the local community. They seek out leaves, stones and
small bugs and place them in a magnifying jar to observe them closely. Children visit a
wide range of zoos and farms with the childminder. They feed animals and learn about
their habitats. This helps them to understand about living things and the wider world.

B The experienced childminder is committed to her role. She regularly attends training,
reads professional publications and shares good practice with other childminders.
Recent training has further enhanced her knowledge of how to protect children from
harm.

B The childminder helps children to swiftly settle, when they first begin attending, by
ensuring their favourite toys and activities are available. Children demonstrate that they
feel happy and secure with the friendly childminder. She uses a soothing voice and
provides reassurance when children become tired, helping them to peacefully fall
asleep.

B The childminder provides children with clear consistent boundaries, helping them to
understand expectations and how to keep themselves safe. Children thoroughly enjoy
playing alongside each other and welcome the childminder's interaction in their play.

It is not yet outstanding because:
B QOccasionally, children are not given enough time to think about and respond to the

childminder's enthusiastic questioning.

B Although the childminder obtains some useful information from parents when children
first attend, her questions are not sharply focused enough to fully support her initial
identification of children's precise learning needs.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:
B provide more opportunities for children to enhance their thinking and speaking skills as
they formulate answers and respond to questions posed

B extend the level of initial information obtained from parents to include further detail of
children's development, in order to plan more precisely for their continued progress
from an early stage.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and assessed
the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity with the childminder.

B The inspector held a number of discussions with the childminder. She looked at relevant
documentation, including the childminder's self-evaluation and evidence of the
suitability of the childminder.

B The inspector spoke to children during the inspection.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and also took account of their
written views.

Inspector
Lorraine Pike
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The childminder has a secure
understanding of possible signs that could indicate that children are at risk of harm. She
knows how to take swift action in order to protect children's welfare in the event of a child
protection concern. Accurate self-evaluation ensures that strengths and areas for
improvement are effectively identified and acted upon. The childminder carefully reviews
children's progress to ensure that any gaps in learning are swiftly addressed. Parents are
complimentary about the service the childminder provides. They appreciate the ongoing
updates they receive about their children's progress and describe her as 'very friendly' and
‘generous with her care'.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Children demonstrate perseverance as they learn to solve problems during their chosen
play. They work out, through trial and error, how to rotate puzzle pieces so that they fit in
place. Children use their vivid imaginations as they pretend to make different flavoured ice
cream using toy food. They develop good control and coordination of their hands as they
balance magnetic balls of ice cream on top of the cones. Children smile with delight as
they enjoy exploring a range of electronic toys. They discover how to create a range of
sounds as they press different buttons on the toy computer. The childminder successfully
works in partnership with other professionals to support children who have special
educational needs and/or disabilities. She carefully considers their needs and helps them
to grow in confidence as they experience different sensory activities, such as sand.
Children positively respond to the childminder's praise. This helps motivate them to
complete challenging activities, such as connecting pieces of train track together.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

The childminder is a positive role model. She listens well to children and encourages them
to use good manners. Children enjoy regular visits to a wide range of organised activity
groups with the childminder. This is one of the ways she helps them to develop good
social skills as they play with larger groups of children. The childminder helps children to
understand the importance of a healthy lifestyle. They follow a good hygiene routine and
learn about the importance of a balanced diet. Children develop strong physical skills.
Regular visits to local parks and soft-play centres help them to increase their strength and
stamina as they climb and balance on large equipment.

Outcomes for children are good

Children are making good progress in their learning given their starting points. This
includes children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities. They concentrate
for long periods of time, given their young age. Children are independent, they access
their own toys and demonstrate responsibility as they help to tidy these away when they
have finished playing with them. They are beginning to count as they build towers from
toy bricks and make comparisons between the different heights of their towers. These are
just some of the skills that help to prepare children well for their next stage of learning
and their eventual move on to school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 127892

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 1063599

Type of provision Childminder

Day care type Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children 1-8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Name of registered person
Date of previous inspection 9 September 2013

Telephone number

The childminder was registered in 1982 and lives in Ware. She operates from 7.30am to
5.30pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. The childminder supports children who have
special educational needs and/or disabilities and provides funded early education for two-
year-old children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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