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Summary of key findings for parents and pupils

This is a good school

Leaders and governors are highly ambitious for
pupils. They have successfully created a culture
of high expectations that is shared by all staff.

Governors provide good support and challenge
to leaders. They use the school’s improvement
plan well to hold leaders to account for their
actions in raising standards.

School leadership has been effective in bringing
about improvements in the quality of teaching,
learning and assessment and pupils’ outcomes.
The quality of teaching is how good and pupils
make good progress in a range of subjects,
including reading, writing and mathematics.

The development of subject leadership has had
a positive impact, particularly on the outcomes
for English and mathematics across the school

for all pupils.

Effective leadership of the early years ensures
that children get a good start to their full-time
education and are well prepared, at the end of
Reception, for learning in key stage 1.

The policies and procedures to keep pupils safe
are effective and well managed. Pupils enjoy
school; they say that they feel safe and know
how to keep safe.

Disadvantaged pupils get the support they
need and as a result they make similar
progress to other pupils nationally who have
similar starting points.

The focus on improving teaching and learning
in reading, writing and mathematics has
ensured that many more pupils are now well
prepared for the next stage of their education.

Although leaders use assessment information
effectively to inform them about pupils’
progress, this is not as effectual for most-able
pupils. Consequently, on occasions, the most
able pupils do not make the progress they
should and not enough reach the higher
standards of which they are capable.

Although attendance for all pupils is in line with
the national average, 2016 information shows
that attendance for pupils eligible for free
school meals and pupils who have special
educational needs and/or disabilities is below
the national average.
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Full report
What does the school need to do to improve further?

B Improve the quality of leadership and management by ensuring that leaders use pupils’
progress information to focus in depth on how successfully pupils are learning,
particularly in the case of the most able pupils and those from disadvantaged
backgrounds, in reading, writing and mathematics.

B Improve the quality of teaching, learning and assessment further by ensuring that
teachers use pupils’ progress information to plan more precisely so that there is greater
challenge in lessons, especially for the most able pupils, to enable more pupils to make
greater progress and achieve the higher level of attainment.

B Make sure that attendance of disadvantaged pupils and pupils who have special
educational needs and/or disabilities is as good as that of other pupils.
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Inspection judgements
Effectiveness of leadership and management Good

B Since the previous inspection, the headteacher and governors have developed a strong
leadership team that is ambitious for the school and makes a good contribution to the
school’s improvement priorities. Leaders are united and all share the school’s vision and
the drive towards improving standards.

B Leaders monitor the quality of teaching, learning and assessment rigorously. They have
regular meetings with teachers to check on the progress pupils are making in phonics,
reading, writing and mathematics. These meetings identify pupils who are at risk of
underachieving. Any issues are quickly addressed through, for example, support
programmes that enable pupils to make the progress they should. Consequently, most
pupils make good progress from their typically low starting points.

B Subject leaders are highly effective. They ensure that there is consistency in the quality
of teaching, learning and assessment in English and mathematics. They routinely
monitor the quality of teaching and pupils” achievement in their subjects, and provide
effective training and support for teachers and teaching assistants.

B New staff are very well supported by middle and senior leaders. Newly qualified
teachers teach alongside experienced ones. This ensures that the consistent approach
to the teaching of English and mathematics is maintained. They say that they value the
support they receive. As a result, new staff thrive and some are ready to take on
whole-school responsibilities after a short time at the school.

B The local authority has supported school improvement well, particularly in the
development of subject leadership. Teaching in English and mathematics in particular
has improved markedly as a result of strong and systematic leadership, which is now
being shared across other areas of the curriculum.

B The school offers a broad curriculum which inspires pupils to want to learn and helps
deepen pupils’ learning. Topics include stimulating opening activities where pupils are
encouraged to debate or research a topic. For example, pupils debated the purpose of
Stonehenge and their research of Egypt led to pupils wanting to learn about Cleopatra.
As a result, pupils love learning and achieve well in these subjects.

B |eaders use additional physical education and sport funding effectively. Experienced
sports coaches are used to teach alongside teachers to develop the latter’s confidence
and skills. The school is able to offer a wide range of extra-curricular sporting activities
at lunchtimes and after school. Consequently, pupils’ participation in competitive sports
festivals has increased.

B The pupil premium funding is used effectively and is having a positive impact on
disadvantaged pupils, including those who are the most able. Most of the funding goes
towards additional staff who support pupils, in smaller groups, who are at risk of
underachieving. As a result, these pupils make accelerated progress.
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B The school promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development well.
Pupils understand ‘the growth mind-set’ as ‘anyone who tries can achieve’. Assemblies
are inspiring and pupils learn about values such as resilience and aspiration. For
example, the school had a visit from a local Paralympian, who spoke to the pupils
about his journey, from when he left Fen Ditton Primary School, to winning a gold
medal in the 2016 Olympics in Rio. Pupils gained an insight into how commitment and
determination can help individuals to succeed.

B The school successfully promotes British values through its own vision and values. This
is evident from classroom displays and when speaking with pupils. Pupils told
inspectors, ‘we have different skills, some people need help and some people don't
need that much help’. The school parliament encourages pupils to take responsibility
for aspects of their school, which they do with pride. Parents believe that the school
supports pupils to become hard working and responsible individuals. For example, as
one parent responding to Ofsted’s online questionnaire said, ‘Fen Ditton is a friendly,
welcoming environment where children are encouraged to achieve their best and are
challenged appropriately. The culture is that of taking responsibility and supporting one
another.’ Parents believe that the school ensures that pupils are ready for the next
stage in their education.

B Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the school and its improvements. All of the
parents who responded to Parent View would recommend the school to another
parent.

® While the school’s assessment systems effectively identify pupils who might be at risk
of underachieving, pupils’ individual progress is not being tracked as precisely as it
could be. Consequently, not enough pupils, particularly the most able, make better
than expected progress in English and mathematics or achieve the higher level of
attainment.

W Prior to the inspection, the school’s website did not meet statutory requirements. While
this was improved during the time of the inspection, leaders acknowledge that to
ensure that parents have access to the most recent school information, the website
requires regular updating in order to be compliant.

Governance of the school

B Governors are highly ambitious and want the very best for all pupils. They have worked
effectively with leaders to create a culture of high expectations.

B Governors are skilled and knowledgeable and attend appropriate training, including on
safeguarding, to improve their role. The governing body brings to the school a range of
professional skills from diverse backgrounds, which they use effectively in their roles.
They challenge the school’s spending and the impact of the pupil premium and physical
education and sport premium funding.

B Governors are aware of their roles and responsibilities and committed to improving
pupils’ outcomes. They make planned visits to classes, look at examples of pupils’
learning in their books, and talk with pupils and their parents about their views.
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W Governors ensure that new staff feel supported, and they meet staff informally to
check on their welfare. They question staff about school improvement and therefore
have an accurate understanding of the school’s strengths and what it needs to do to
improve further.

B The minutes of governing body meetings show that governors regularly challenge
leaders about pupil performance information and question end-of-key-stage results
when pupils’ attainment is below the national average.

Safeguarding

B The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The school carries out appropriate
checks on those appointed to work at the school. Leaders ensure that staff and
governors undertake regular training to ensure that their knowledge of child protection
procedures is up to date.

B The school looks after vulnerable pupils well, as confirmed in the report from a child
protection audit carried out this year. All child protection files show chronology. They
are ordered meticulously, cross referenced with pupils’ individual files and actions
summarised so that no further concerns are missed.

B Pupils say that they feel safe in school, and the majority of parents who completed the
Ofsted questionnaire agreed that their child is safe in school.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good

B The quality of teaching is good and has improved significantly since the previous
inspection. Teachers are enthusiastic about pupils’ learning and experience positive
relationships with their pupils. Pupils receive many opportunities to deepen their
learning and to embed what they have learned, such as writing for a range of purposes
across many subjects. Pupils are enthusiastic about learning because they are prepared
well before they start an activity and many are appropriately challenged.

B The school has worked hard to develop a consistent approach for the teaching and
learning of mathematics. The drive to improve mathematics is evident in the quality of
teaching and learning across the school. Pupils learn to reason and then explain
methods when solving problems. Teachers’ skilful questioning ensures that pupils think
more deeply about their answers. For example, pupils were asked to prove that one
eighth is half of a quarter. Pupils are given plenty of opportunities to discuss and use
resources to explain their strategies and methods. Pupils make good progress in
mathematics.

B The whole-school approach to the teaching of writing and the emphasis on
communication and language have ensured that the quality of teaching, learning and
assessment in writing is consistent across the school. Pupils are given opportunities to
rehearse the language they will need to use before they start writing. This has led to
pupils enjoying writing activities. For example, one pupil said that previously she didn‘t
enjoy writing because she couldn’t think of any ideas, ‘but now we talk and plan and I
write so much more'.
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B Pupils have opportunities to embed key skills. Progress is seen from the youngest
children in Reception, choosing to write Christmas cards, to the older pupils who write
fluently and in detail about the character of Shakespeare’s Macbeth. Consequently the
quality of pupils’” writing has improved and the quantity has increased.

B Highly skilled teachers provide support, praise and challenge for pupils who have
special educational needs and/or disabilities and for pupils who speak English as an
additional language. For example, a group of pupils who have barriers to phonics were
supported to read aloud and identify sounds in complex words such as ‘igh’ in
‘lightning’. Although pupils found the task challenging, they persevered. Because of
teachers’ high expectations, these pupils make good progress.

B Subject leaders are quick to identify gaps in the teaching and learning of English and
mathematics. Through effective small-group teaching and learning, all pupil groups,
particularly disadvantaged pupils, consolidate and deepen their understanding.

B Teachers use pupil achievement information to help plan activities that will ensure that
pupils make at least expected progress. However, some pupils, particularly the most
able, do not make more than expected progress or achieve the higher level of
attainment. Therefore, they do not always make as much progress as they could.

B The quality of marking and feedback across the school is effective. Pupils respond well
to the advice they are given and so their work improves as a result.

B Science is taught effectively across the school. Lessons frequently give pupils
opportunities to carry out investigations. Pupils enjoy being able to apply the skills they
have learned in a practical way and therefore most pupils make good progress.

B Physical education (PE) is well led in the school. The subject leader has built networks
with other schools and linked with a college to support the school’s teaching of PE and
assessment of how well pupils achieve. This has led to increased participation in extra-
curricular clubs, such as cross-country club, and internal and external competition.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good
Personal development and welfare

B The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal development and welfare is good.

W The forest school curriculum encourages pupils to learn how to work together and how
to support each other. Pupils engage positively with outdoor learning, working together
to build dens, make camp fires and explore the outside space. As a result, pupils
develop strong friendships, which inspectors observed in the playground, in lessons
and when speaking with pupils.

B The school teaches pupils how to keep themselves safe in a wide range of situations,
including when using the internet. Pupils say that they feel safe, and their parents
agree. One parent commented that ‘the school is very focused on providing a safe and
happy environment for the children’.

B The school’s e-safety programme is taught in lessons and through assemblies.
Newsletters explain to parents how to support their children to stay safe when using
the internet. Pupils have a good understanding of how to stay safe online.
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Parents say that the school is a friendly place. Many parents comment that their
children are always eager to learn. They praise the opportunities for pupils to work
together. As one parent said, ‘the way the children support each other, particularly
across different age groups, is particularly good'.

Behaviour

The behaviour of pupils is good. Parents believe that behaviour is well managed and
say that pupils are well behaved and encouraged to respect and support each other.

Pupils take part in anti-bullying week and say that bullying is rare and dealt with
effectively on the very few occasions it occurs. The school’s behaviour records and logs
confirm this.

Where pupils’ behaviour is related to specific social and emotional needs, the school
quickly puts support in place to help pupils improve their behaviour. This includes
working closely and effectively with families to learn what works best for their child.

Behaviour in lessons is good. Pupils demonstrate positive attitudes to learning and a
show a real interest in making progress. As one pupil said, ‘I love coming to school
because I like learning’. Pupils enjoy being challenged and acknowledge that ‘it is fine
to struggle’.

Overall, pupils’ attendance is line with the national average. However, the school has
identified that the attendance of a small number of vulnerable pupils needs to improve.
Leaders are already taking effective action by working closely with the families to
support these pupils to improve their attendance.

Outcomes for pupils Good

Across all year groups, pupils produce work that is appropriate to their age and stage
of development. Pupils’ work is presented well and the quality of handwriting is of a
high standard. The work in pupils’ books shows that most pupils make good progress
throughout the school.

The outcomes of the phonics screening check at the end of Year 1 are showing a slight
decline over the last three years. However, inspectors observed a consistent approach
to the teaching of phonics across the school. Small-group teaching in key stage 1 is
helping pupils to make accelerated progress in phonics. Pupils who read to inspectors
from different year groups read fluently and with expression. Younger pupils use their
phonics knowledge well to support their reading. Clear progression was evident in
reading from Reception to Year 6.

Although attainment for reading was slightly below the national average at the end of
Years 2 and 6 in 2016, progress overall for pupils at the end of Year 6 was above the
national average. The progress of disadvantaged pupils, most-able pupils and the most
able disadvantaged pupils was also above the national average. The school’s own
assessment information shows that pupils across all year groups are on track to make
at least expected progress, and more pupils are predicted to make more than expected
progress in reading.
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m In 2016, attainment in writing was broadly in line with the national average at the end
of Year 6. Progress was good for most pupil groups, including disadvantaged pupils.
Observations of teaching and learning and pupils’ work in books show that most pupils
are making good progress in all year groups.

B Attainment in mathematics was broadly in line with the national average at the end of
Year 2 and Year 6 in 2016. However, the proportion of pupils who made expected or
more than expected progress from their starting points was not high enough. The
school’s assessment processes identified that the most able pupils, who achieve well in
their number work, are not always able to explain their answers or use strong
reasoning skills. Leaders have identified this as an area for development and teachers
are providing activities to help pupils explain their thinking and reasoning.
Consequently, current most-able pupils are making good progress and in some cases,
better than expected progress.

B Pupils who have special educational needs and/or disabilities are making similar
progress to other pupils. They too have benefited from the increase in support sessions
and the consistent approach in the teaching of English and mathematics. These pupils
make good progress when working in small groups with teachers and teaching
assistants.

B The proportion of children in the early years who achieve a good level of development
is below the national average. However, this has improved over the last three years.
Current information shows that more children are currently expected to achieve a good
level of development at the end of Reception.

Early years provision Good

B The early years provision is well led. The early years leader is knowledgeable and
experienced. She has a very clear understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of
the provision. She responds quickly when areas are identified for improvement.

B Children enter the setting from a number of different nurseries. As well as making
home visits to new families, the early years team visits the nurseries throughout the
summer term to ensure a smooth transition. Consequently, children settle well into
Reception.

B Communication and engagement with parents are highly effective. Parents are
provided with lots of useful information about what their child is learning. Early years
leaders provide helpful training sessions for parents on how to support the teaching of
phonics and provide resources to use at home with their children. As a result, children
make good progress in phonics.

B The children in the early years make good progress from their typically low starting
points. Early years leaders use effective systems for tracking children’s achievement.
They have an accurate view of what the children know and can do. Children’s ‘learning
journeys’ show good progress since September and that targets are used well to
identify children’s next steps in their learning.
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B The effective safeguarding procedures implemented for the whole school include the
early years. Clear routines and teachers’ high expectations ensure that children are
safe and move calmly and purposefully around the classroom. They are able to work
independently at an activity for a sustained period of time. This allows teachers to work
with children in small groups, for example, to support children’s handwriting or
mathematical understanding. As a result, most children, including the disadvantaged
and most able children, make good progress in writing and mathematics.

B The early years environment is stimulating inside and out. Activities are well organised
and matched to children’s needs. As a result, early years assessment information
shows that most children are making good progress in all areas of learning.

B Provision in the early years for children who have special educational needs and/or
disabilities is good. The early years staff know their children well. Detailed observations
and assessment notes show that these children make good progress. Children who
need more help with their behaviour are supported to make the right choices for
themselves. As a result, these children make at least expected progress.

m Children who speak English as an additional language make good progress from their
starting points. Teaching assistants are nurturing and support children to settle quickly
into school and gain confidence. They support the teaching of phonics well using
resources such as picture cards and games. Consequently, children feel safe and have
trusting relationships with adults, which enables them to make good progress.

m Children are provided with many opportunities to write. Children are taught cursive
handwriting early and some children are already joining. On many occasions, when
given choices, children will choose to write. They are proud of their writing, which is
celebrated and displayed around the classroom. As a result, children make good
progress in writing.

m Children are enthusiastic and keen to learn. During a mathematics lesson, children
were keen to share their answers about which teacher had the most Christmas
presents. Children could count and explain the differences in number. Children were
then provided with opportunities to read, write and count numbers in a variety of
activities. As a result, children are able to deepen their understanding of number by
recognising the connections between the number of items and the written number.
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School details

Unique reference number 110605
Local authority Cambridgeshire
Inspection number 10022966

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

Type of school Primary

School category Community

Age range of pupils 4to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 171

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair James Pilgrim

Headteacher Mark Askew

Telephone number 01223 292342

Website www.fenditton.cambs.sch.uk
Email address office@fenditton.cambs.sch.uk
Date of previous inspection 11-12 February 2015

Information about this school
B The school does not meet requirements on the publication of specified information on
its website because the school’s behaviour policy and complaints policy are out of date.

B There has been a new headteacher and a new chair of the governing body since the
previous inspection.

B The school is smaller than the average-sized primary school.
m Children in the early years attend full time.

B The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic groups is below average, as is the
proportion who speak English as an additional language.

B The proportion of disadvantaged pupils eligible for pupil premium funding is slightly
above average. The proportion of pupils who have special educational needs and/or
disabilities is broadly average.
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Information about this inspection

B The inspection team observed teaching and learning across all year groups.

B The lead inspector held meetings with the headteacher, governors, a representative
from the local authority and school staff, including senior and middle leaders.

B The inspection team observed the school’s work and looked at pupils’ work, information
on pupils’ attainment and progress, curriculum planning, and records of behaviour and
safety. They also scrutinised the monitoring of teaching and the management of
teachers’ performance, minutes of governing body meetings, safeguarding documents,
including mandatory checks made on the recruitment of new staff, and the school’s
website.

B Discussions were held with a group of pupils and informal conversations took place
during lesson times and in the playground.

B The inspection team listened to pupils from both key stages read and talked to them
about the books they enjoy.

B The inspector took account of 21 responses to the parent online questionnaire, Parent
View, including the text responses. Inspectors spoke with parents informally at the
start of the school day.

B The questionnaires completed by nine members of staff were also considered.
Inspection team

Cindy Impey, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector

Christina Kenna Ofsted Inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send
you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil premium funding:
pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and pupils in care or who left care
through adoption or another formal route. www.gov.uk/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-
alternative-provision-settings.

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the information
parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection.

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted.

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU,
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/ofsted.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2016
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