
   

 

Hexton Village Playgroup    
St Faiths Centre Church, Hexton, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG5 3JN    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

14 December 2016  
5 February 2013 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The well-qualified team of staff demonstrate good teaching qualities. They provide 
children with suitable challenge to help them achieve their next steps in learning. For 
example, children have plentiful opportunities to learn how to use tools safely as they 
cut using scissors and slice vegetables with a knife. 

  

 The positive relationships between staff and effective deployment help the smooth 
running of the playgroup. Staff are organised and work cooperatively to enable the 
seamless flow of activities they offer to children. 

  

 Children are skilful communicators who become animated as they talk about their home 
experiences. Staff show a genuine interest in what children have to say and provide 
them with time to engage in meaningful discussion. Children learn to listen and value 
the contributions others make. 

  

 The key-person system is managed effectively by staff to help children build secure 
attachments and promote their well-being. Staff work closely with parents to help 
children overcome their common fears and quickly build their levels of confidence. 

  

 Parents are very happy with the care staff provide and describe the playgroup as an 
extension of their family. They appreciate the focused attention children receive as part 
of a small group and say that they would highly recommend the playgroup to others. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Although the manager has introduced a system for tracking children's progress, this is 
not yet refined enough to inform more-rigorous analysis of the impact of teaching and 
intervention for different groups of children. 

  

 Occasionally, staff do not gather as much detail as possible from parents about 
children's learning at home when they start at the provision, in order to focus their 
early planning precisely on children's next steps. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 refine the tracking of children's progress, in order to inform more-rigorous analysis of 

the impact of teaching and intervention for different groups of children  
  

 seek more-detailed initial information from new parents about their children's learning 
to further support accurate assessments of children's starting points. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. She spoke to children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager and held discussions 
with all members of staff.  

  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She discussed self-evaluation and 
looked at a range of documentation, including policies, improvement plans, notes from 
staff supervision meetings and children's learning records.  

  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents through discussions on the day, 
reviews from the playgroup's website and written feedback.  

  

 The inspector saw evidence of the qualifications and suitability of all persons working 
on the premises and other documentation in relation to the safeguarding and welfare 
requirements.  

  

  

Inspector  

Rachel Pepper 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff have a good knowledge of child 
protection and are aware of the signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. They 
know where to access the telephone numbers to make a referral. The manager values the 
ongoing support of an early years adviser. This enables her to support continuous 
improvement and gain clarification as needed on the requirements. Supervision meetings 
are used well to identify the needs of staff and help maintain their good quality practice. 
Staff welcome the views of parents to continually improve the service they provide. For 
example, following past feedback, the opening hours of the playgroup have been 
extended to correspond with the times parents drop older siblings at the nearby school. 
The manager uses effective methods to source information about children's progress from 
the other settings they attend. This helps to promote children's continuity of care.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Staff provide a good balance of adult-led and child-chosen activities across each week. 
They regularly observe children and get to know them well. They use this information to 
inform their planning and support children's continued progress. Children embrace the 
interesting range of experiences on offer and revel in staff's regular praise for their 
achievements. Staff suggest narratives for children's play. Children enjoy dressing up with 
friends, trying on a range of outfits and accessories, such as scarves and floppy hats. They 
make pretend stew for dinner, preparing a selection of seasonal vegetables. Staff 
demonstrate how tools work and provide children with materials to ignite their creativity. 
Children concentrate as they assemble a robin out of card. They use scissors to cut legs 
for their bird and glue to affix the different components. Children proudly compare their 
finished designs to the robins that are regular visitors to the playgroup garden. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Staff give children clear expectations and gentle reminders to promote their good 
behaviour. They encourage children to consider and respect each other's differences. For 
example, they talk about how other children may have different musical taste or choose 
alternative ways to do things. Children learn about foods that are good for them, that help 
to make them strong or give them more energy. Staff sensitively correct children and 
provide them with explanations to improve their learning. For example, they talk about the 
size of the human brain and why their heart rate increases after physical exercise. 
Children have many opportunities for high-energy play. They move around objects at 
speed as they ride scooters outdoors and jump high as they take part in action songs. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children are working comfortably within the range of development typical for their age. 
They follow instruction well, confidently express their preferences and are keen to do 
things independently. Early literacy and mathematical development are effectively 
promoted. Children develop pencil control and show good levels of concentration as they 
draw and copy words staff have written. They solve problems and recognise numbers in 
the environment. Children gain the essential skills that they need in readiness for school.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY298449 

Local authority Hertfordshire 

Inspection number 1064674 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 12 

Number of children on roll 9 

Name of registered person Hexton Playgroup Committee 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP911466 

Date of previous inspection 5 February 2013 

Telephone number 01582 881481 

 

Hexton Village Playgroup opened in 1983 and was registered in 2004. It is managed by a 
voluntary committee. The playgroup employs four members of childcare staff, of whom all 
hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 3. The playgroup opens Monday to 
Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 9am to 12.15pm with an optional lunch 
club until 1.15pm. Children attend for a variety of sessions. The playgroup provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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