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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

12 December 2016  
16 September 2013 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The staff are skilful in following children's interests and preferences. They help children 
make good progress in their learning. 

  

 Children are confident and happy. Key persons develop nurturing relationships with 
their children in many ways. For example, they ensure their key children receive daily 
attention and they initiate many conversations that encourage children to share their 
lives and achievements at home. 

  

 The staff provide many opportunities for children to gain independence; for example, 
children help to prepare their snack, choose toys and resources and whether to play 
indoors or outdoors. 

  

 The manager and staff evaluate the provision well, identify areas for improvement and 
monitor the effectiveness of changes. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff do not fully support the learning and involvement of the younger children during 
some activities and routines. For example, they do not tailor explanations to children's 
needs or consider how best to involve them in activities. 

  

 When children join the setting, staff do not routinely seek detailed information from 
parents about their children's abilities, to ensure any emerging concerns about their 
development are pinpointed at the earliest opportunity. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 enhance the planning and management of activities to extend the learning and 

involvement of all children engaged in the same activity, particularly younger children 
  

 gather more in-depth information of children's abilities on entry, to precisely plan for 
their learning at the earliest opportunity. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children's play and staff interaction with children, and viewed 
the toys, resources and equipment.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with the managers, staff and children.  
  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents and carers spoken to on the day of 
the inspection.  

  

 The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector checked evidence of safeguarding practices, staff recruitment, staff 
training and professional development, and the evaluation process. The inspector 
looked at children's records, and discussed how staff assess children's progress.  

  

  

Inspector  

Victoria Weir 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The manager works well in partnership with staff, the management committee and her 
local authority adviser to ensure the successful running of the pre-school. Safeguarding is 
effective. The manager ensures all staff understand the signs that indicate any causes for 
concern over a child's welfare, and the procedures to follow. She follows procedures to 
ensure all staff are suitable to work with children. She provides them with regular support 
to improve their knowledge and practice such as through meetings and observations of 
their practice. They embrace new ideas such as developing sensory play opportunities for 
children. The manager uses her staff's assessments of children to monitor their ongoing 
development and to address any areas where children need support. She acts upon the 
regularly sought views of parents to help improve. For example, they now provide a 
cooked meal for the children who attend after school.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Staff interact purposefully with the children. They get down to the children's level and join 
in with their play experiences. They provide activities that support children's creativity, 
such as using playdough to make models and puppets to act out stories. Staff help 
children to investigate different textures. For example, children explore cereals, sand and 
water. Staff help children to develop their early literacy and mathematical skills well. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Staff support children's physical and emotional well-being effectively. They are good role 
models. Children learn to play cooperatively, to take turns and show respect for each 
other. Staff routinely offer praise as they recognise children's efforts and achievements. 
Children follow good hygiene routines. They enjoy a range of healthy snacks, and they 
enjoy playing in the recently improved outdoor area. Staff encourage energetic play such 
as running, cycling and climbing. Staff provide many opportunities for children to learn 
about people's differences and similarities and their local community. For example, they 
enjoy trips to the local shops and talks from community members such as police 
community officers. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children develop good foundations for their future learning in school. For example, older 
children learn to write their name and younger child make marks in the sand. Children are 
motivated and keen to find out how things work and investigate. For example, older 
children discover how to control the programmable toy so that it moves in different 
directions. Older children pretending to hunt treasure receive good support to draw maps. 
Younger children enjoy joining in singing. All children make good progress given their 
capabilities. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 151306 

Local authority Buckinghamshire 

Inspection number 1061529 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 2 - 8 

Total number of places 28 

Number of children on roll 70 

Name of registered person Ickford Pre School Playgroup Incorporating After 
School Club Committee 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP517693 

Date of previous inspection 16 September 2013 

Telephone number 01844338785 

 

Ickford Pre-School incorporating a before and after-school club registered in 2002. The 
provision operates from Ickford Primary School in Ickford, Buckinghamshire. It is open 
Monday to Friday during term-time only. It offers pre-school sessions from 9am until 
midday and midday to 3.15pm; a breakfast club from 7.45am to 9am and an after-school 
club from 3.15pm to 6pm. The pre-school receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. Six qualified staff are employed. 
The manager holds qualified teacher status, in primary education. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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