
   

 

Steeple Bumpstead Pre-
School   

 

The Village Hall, Finchingfield Road, Steeple Bumpstead, Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 7EA    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

15 November 2016  
4 December 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: 
Requires 
Improvement  

3 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Since the last inspection, reflective practice and staff development has been refined. 
For example, staff attend training relating to sharing best practice ideas. This has 
helped staff to develop activities inside and outside, to support children's progress 
further by providing them with increased challenge. 

  

 Parents and children share ideas through questionnaires and daily discussion. These are 
taken into consideration as the management committee, manager and staff reflect on 
current practice and identify areas for future development. 

  

 The qualified staff team works well with children of different ages. Staff take time to 
listen to children and engage them in thoughtful discussion about what they are doing. 
This helps children to extend their vocabulary and learn about the protocols of 
conversation. 

  

 The manager and staff team pay very good attention to developing innovative activities 
for children to explore. For example, they create adventurous runs for marbles using 
plumbing equipment. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 There is currently no consistent process in place to encourage parents to regularly 
share information about their children's ongoing learning at home. 

  

 Occasionally, staff do not engage children enough to maintain high levels of motivation. 
Some children lose focus as they become distracted by others around them. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 strengthen opportunities for parents to regularly share information about their 

children's ongoing achievements at home, helping the key person to learn more about 
each child's overall developing abilities 

  

 motivate children fully, in all aspects of their learning, to enhance their involvement to 
the highest possible level, particularly during everyday learning opportunities, such as 
tidy-up time. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities both indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.  

  

 The inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity and discussed this with the 
manager.  

  

 The inspector held a number of discussions with the manager. She looked at relevant 
documentation, including evidence of the suitability of staff working with children and 
how the manager, staff and committee reflect on their practice.  

  

 The inspector took account of the views and opinions of parents through written 
feedback and discussions during the inspection process.  

  

  

Inspector  

Lynn Clements 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The management committee and 
manager implement robust recruitment procedures, in order to protect children from 
unsuitable adults. Attention to the continuous professional development of staff, includes 
annually refreshing their safeguarding and child protection training. Staff are vigilant and 
understand how to identify and report concerns to the relevant authorities. Good working 
relationships with other professionals, such as staff at the local children's centre and 
primary school, enable staff to access additional support. This may include speech and 
language therapy or opportunities for children to visit and meet staff at the school they 
eventually move on to. Funding is used well to support children.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

The manager monitors staff interaction with children and oversees development records. 
Tracking procedures enable the manager and staff to identify gaps in children's learning or 
development. Where a concern is identified, they take action to address this working with 
the family and other professionals as necessary. The manager and staff meet regularly to 
discuss the progress children make and to plan future learning that builds on what they 
already know and can do. Children have access to a wide range of resources and planned 
activities. This enables them to explore the environment and make choices in their play. 
Staff skilfully help children to embed mathematical learning, for example, counting one to 
five and learning about one more or one less. Children enjoy doing this as they sequence 
small-world toys or pretend to prepare meals. Staff extend children's ideas as they play. 
For example, while making pretend potato and onion soup, children are asked how long it 
will take. They respond with great enthusiasm saying, 'One hundred minutes'. Children are 
keen to learn, developing confidence to share their ideas. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Children's self-esteem is high. Staff take every opportunity to reinforce positive behaviour; 
they provide children with resources to help them take responsibility for their actions. For 
example, sand timers provide visual cues for children about turn taking, helping them to 
share fairly. Behaviour is good and children of different ethnicities play in harmony 
together. Children develop independence, such as taking care of their personal hygiene 
needs. Staff have thoughtfully provided an area where children can reach tissues, 
antibacterial gel and wipes to clean themselves, as they need to, during sessions. A 
strategically placed mirror helps them to do this by checking their reflection, and the bin 
helps them to tidy away when they have finished. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children's confidence grows as their understanding of how they fit into the world around 
them grows. They increase physical dexterity using single-handed tools or while playing 
with toys and equipment, including rolling dough. Children learn to balance during more 
robust activity and when using large apparatus outside. They become effective learners 
supported by staff who know them well. They are well prepared with the skills necessary 
for school when the time comes. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 650139 

Local authority Essex 

Inspection number 1035363 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 40 

Number of children on roll 18 

Name of registered person Steeple Bumpstead Pre-School Committee 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP910024 

Date of previous inspection 4 December 2015 

Telephone number 07805 061169 

 

Steeple Bumpstead Pre-School was registered in 1999. It is managed by a voluntary 
management committee. The pre-school is open Monday to Friday, during term time. 
Sessions are from 9am until midday, and a lunch club is available every day, except 
Tuesday. Children attend for a variety of sessions. The pre-school staff provide funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The pre-school management 
committee employs five members of staff. Of these, all hold appropriate early years 

qualifications at level 3 or above. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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