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Overall effectiveness Good 

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 

Outcomes for pupils Good 

Early years provision Good 

Overall effectiveness at previous inspection Requires Improvement 

 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 
 
This is a good school 

 
 The headteacher and senior leaders have 

worked with determination to secure rapid 
improvements since the last inspection. 

Leaders’ actions have improved the quality of 

teaching. Consequently, pupils now make good 
progress in reading, writing and mathematics.  

 Middle leaders’ roles have developed well since 

the last inspection. Leaders now focus strongly 

on raising standards.  

 Governors are knowledgeable and ambitious 
for the school. This enables them to hold senior 

leaders to account for improving the quality of 

teaching and achievement for pupils. 

 Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is a clear strength of the school. 

Pupils learn about their rights and 

responsibilities through the curriculum. This 
prepares pupils well for life in modern Britain. 

 Leaders use the pupil premium funding wisely. 

As a result, disadvantaged pupils make better 

progress than other pupils nationally.  

 

  

  Leaders are diligent in keeping pupils safe at 
school. Pupils enjoy their learning and like 
coming to school. They are proud of their 

school.  

 Attendance has improved well in the last few 

years and is now in line with the national 
average. 

 Some teachers do not have high enough 
expectations of pupils’ progress in their writing. 

In addition, insufficient opportunities are 
provided for them to write at length and in a 

range of subjects. Pupils, particularly the most 

able, do not make better than expected 
progress in writing.  

 Pupils are not given sufficient opportunities to 

apply their mathematical skills in problem 

solving.  

 Children in the early years are happy, safe and 
well settled. They make good progress from 

their low starting points. However, their 

attainment in writing is not as strong as in 
other areas of learning.  
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Full report 
 
What does the school need to do to improve further? 
 

 Further improve the quality of teaching and learning by: 

– providing more opportunities for pupils in all year groups to work on mathematical 
reasoning and problem solving 

– increasing the opportunities for pupils to write at length across a wide range of 
subjects 

– sharing the most effective teaching more widely within the school. 

 Improve outcomes by increasing the rates of pupils’ progress so that more pupils, 
including the most able, achieve the greater depth standards expected for their age in 
writing.  

 Improve the effectiveness of the early years provision by ensuring that children have a 
range of opportunities to develop their writing skills, particularly in the outside learning 
environment.  
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Inspection judgements 
 
Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 

 
 The headteacher, deputy headteacher and assistant headteachers have worked 

tirelessly, and with great determination and passion, to secure the improvements 
required since the last inspection. Leaders have improved the quality of teaching, 
learning and assessment to raise standards significantly at Pooles Park Community 
School. Parents told inspectors about the improvements they have noticed in their 
children’s reading. They say pupils read more often and have made good progress. 

 Middle leaders have a stronger focus on raising standards since the previous 
inspection; for example, standards in reading and writing at the end of key stage 1 
have risen. Phase and subject leaders have clear plans for improvement, and they now 
keep a good check on pupils’ progress in their respective subjects and year groups.  

 Senior leaders have high expectations of staff and teachers. They regularly check the 
quality of teaching and learning in each class to support and challenge teachers to 
raise achievement of pupils across the school. This is clearly evident in how the raising 
achievement plans are used consistently across all year groups. As a result, standards 
are rising.  

 Senior leaders do not sufficiently capitalise on the expertise of middle leaders to 
enhance teaching even further. Middle leaders have the skills and expertise to raise the 
quality of teaching even further by sharing their practice widely across the school. 

 The local authority has contributed significantly to the school’s improvement since the 
last inspection. School leaders have benefited from additional support and challenge. 
This has resulted in improved teaching, and standards have risen, particularly for pupils 
at the end of key stage 1 and the most able pupils at the end of key stage 2.  

 The curriculum has been effectively designed so that close links are made between 
subjects within the national curriculum. For example, in Year 5 this term, pupils are 
learning about Ancient Greece in history. In English, pupils learn how to write a Greek 
myth. The English curriculum is underpinned by using high-quality children’s books to 
develop pupils’ speaking and listening, reading and writing skills.  

 Pupils told inspectors that they enjoy their learning. Pupils’ learning is enriched and 
extended beyond the classroom through educational visits, workshops, visitors and 
clubs. For example, a trip is planned for pupils to visit a national museum, as part of 
their topic on Ancient Greece.  

 The curriculum is enhanced specifically for the most able pupils. For example, in Years 
5 and 6, learning is extended in mathematics and science. Pupils are taught by a 
visiting secondary teacher. In turn, the most able pupils are given opportunities to 
teach younger pupils during school events, such as science week.  

 Pupils are being well prepared for life in modern Britain. The curriculum, whole-school 
projects and events, assemblies and personal, social, health and economic education 
promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development effectively. 
Additionally, pupils are taught about their rights and responsibilities, which also 
promotes British values. For example, in Year 5 pupils learn about their right to have 
their own culture respected and respecting differences between people.  

 Leaders ensure that the pupil premium funding is used to good effect to improve 
standards for disadvantaged pupils. For example, in 2015, the pupil premium funding 
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was used to provide additional staff support in key stage 1. In 2016, disadvantaged 
pupils reached broadly average standards in reading, writing and mathematics.  

 The sports funding is used prudently to train teachers to further develop their skills and 
confidence in teaching physical education. Opportunities for participation in competitive 
sports and sports clubs have increased. This contributes to promoting pupils’ healthy 
lifestyles.  

 

Governance of the school 

 Governors are fulfilling their statutory duties effectively and are clearer on their roles 
since the school’s last inspection.  

 Governors are knowledgeable and have high aspirations for the school. They use their 
understanding of their school well to hold senior leaders to account and ask searching 
questions. Governors are aware of the actions taken by leaders to improve the quality 
of teaching and raise standards. 

 They work in close collaboration with senior leaders and seek verification from external 
consultants on the school’s performance. 

 Governors ensure that the pupil premium funding is used effectively to raise the 
attainment and progress of disadvantaged pupils. 

 

Safeguarding 

 The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.  

 Leaders have created a vigilant culture within which pupils’ safety and welfare is of 
paramount importance. Staff receive regular training which enables them to spot any 
changes in pupils’ behaviour and raise concerns, when necessary. The school is 
proactive in identifying early help through a range of strategies, such as admissions 
interviews.  

 Parental partnerships are very strong. The school builds strong relationships of trust 
with parents and carers, so that the most vulnerable pupils have a safe haven from 
some of their most complex home circumstances. Parents are clear about whom to 
approach should they have concerns about the safety and welfare of their child. 

 Leaders work very effectively with external agencies to fully address the learning and 
welfare needs of pupils whose circumstances make them feel vulnerable. As a result, 
pupils are well cared for. Parents strongly agree that their children feel safe and are 
well looked after at school.  

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 

 
 Leaders have worked relentlessly to improve the quality of teaching, learning and 

assessments since the last inspection. They regularly check the quality of teaching and 
learning across the school. Consequently, pupils are making good progress.  

 Phonics is taught effectively in key stage 1. There is a daily commitment to teaching 
phonics and reading. Pupils in key stage 1 use their phonics knowledge well to read 
unfamiliar words. In key stage 2, there is a commitment to teaching reading through 
daily guided reading sessions. This supports pupils to become fluent readers. However, 
reading corners in the classrooms do not motivate pupils to read and promote the 
pleasure for reading.  
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 Pupils are given the opportunity to write for a range of purposes, using different types 
and styles linked to their topic. For example, in Year 2 pupils write their own 
explanations of the life cycle of a frog, which is linked to their topic ‘Going Up, Growing 
Up.’ However, evidence in pupils’ written work shows that pupils are not encouraged to 
write more, even though they are capable of doing so.  

 Mathematics teaching ensures that a range of mathematical concepts and topics are 
taught in all the year groups. Evidence in pupils’ books indicates that pupils make good 
progress in their developing mathematical knowledge and skills. However, there are 
limited opportunities for pupils to apply these skills to problem-solving activities in 
mathematics lessons and elsewhere in the curriculum.  

 Pupils talked enthusiastically to an inspector about the ways in which their teachers 
help them to improve their work. Scrutiny of books sampled confirmed that teachers 
consistently follow the school’s presentation, marking and feedback policy. 
Consequently, pupils move forward in their learning.  

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 

 
Personal development and welfare 

 The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal development and welfare is good.  

 Pupils are proud of their school and told inspectors they enjoy coming to school. This 
was very apparent when a group of pupils accompanied an inspector on a walk around 
the school. Pupils eagerly talked out their learning and school experiences. For 
example, pupils enthusiastically talked about the community garden, where they learn 
about growing food and sustainability. 

 Pupils told inspectors that they feel safe at school. Pupils know how to keep 
themselves safe and learn about safety through the curriculum and assemblies. For 
example, in Year 2 pupils learn about keeping safe in the home. They have a good 
understanding of how to stay safe online.  

 Pupils say that bullying is not a concern at their school. Pupils learn how to prevent 
bullying through special events, such as anti-bullying days. They know about the 
different forms of bullying. Pupils have every trust and confidence in school staff, who 
will take their concerns seriously and deal with bullying, should it occur.  

 

Behaviour 

 The behaviour of pupils is good. 

 The school is calm and orderly. Pupils conduct themselves well around the school and 
within lessons. Those from diverse backgrounds play and learn together harmoniously. 

 Pupils talked with confidence to an inspector about the school’s behaviour management 
systems. They are fully aware of the rewards and sanctions they receive for both good 
and poor behaviour. This contributes to a calm and purposeful learning environment.  

 Pupils feel valued and respected by teachers and other adults in the school. In turn, 
pupils show respect for each other and adults. Inspectors experienced this too during 
conversations with pupils. For example, during a formal discussion with an inspector, 
pupils showed respect for each other by listening attentively and contributing to the 
discussion. 

 Leaders understand the importance of checking the well-being, safety, progress and 
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attendance of pupils who receive some of their education in other settings. As a result, 
pupils are safe and their learning needs are met.  

 Leaders’ actions have been effective in improving attendance over the years. 
Attendance is now broadly in line with the national average. As a result, learning time 
is maximised. 

Outcomes for pupils Good 

 
 The school’s own assessment information and the work in pupils’ books show that 

progress is good in all year groups and across subjects. This has resulted in more 
pupils working at the standards expected for their age since the previous inspection.  

 Progress is good in mathematics. Inspectors confirmed this through a scrutiny of 
pupils’ mathematics books and the school’s assessment information. However, 
inspectors noted that pupils are not given sufficient opportunities to apply their 
mathematical skills to problem solving. This slows pupils’ progress.  

 Overall, pupils make good progress in writing in English. However, not enough pupils 
make better than expected progress. Sometimes, writing activities do not provide 
sufficient challenge for pupils to develop their skills well enough.  

 In 2016, a large majority of Year 1 pupils reached the expected standards in the 
phonics screening check. School assessment information indicates that pupils in key 
stage 1 have made good progress in reading.  

 The most able key stage 1 pupils use their phonics knowledge well to sound out 
unfamiliar words. The most able Year 6 pupils read with fluency and expression. 
Leaders recognise that not enough pupils demonstrate enough of a love for reading.  

 In the 2015 national tests, pupils’ attainment at the end of key stage 1 in reading and 
writing was below average. This was particularly the case for the most able and 
disadvantaged pupils. Unvalidated data for the new 2016 test shows that pupils have 
reached broadly average standards in these subjects. This denotes significant 
improvement since the last inspection.  

 In 2015, pupils’ attainment at the end of Year 6 in writing was below average, 
particularly for the most able and disadvantaged pupils. School assessment information 
for Year 6 pupils in 2016 indicates that attainment has risen for these groups of pupils. 
This is the impact of the effective use of pupil premium funding and improved 
teaching.  

 In 2015, disadvantaged pupils made better progress than other pupils nationally with 
similar starting points in reading, writing and mathematics at the end of key stage 2. 
This is the result of improved teaching. The school’s assessment information indicates 
that pupils, including the most able disadvantaged pupils, made good progress in 
reading, writing and mathematics. 

 Pupils who have special educational needs and/or disabilities make good progress in 
reading, writing and mathematics. This is because teachers take into account pupils’ 
learning needs. Teaching assistants provide effective support in lessons and small 
groups, which helps pupils to make progress. Leaders track their progress carefully and 
put into place the additional support and interventions needed. 
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Early years provision Good 

 
 The early years leader provides good leadership, and has a strong knowledge of the 

strengths and areas for development in the early years. The attainment of Reception 
children at the end of early years foundation stage has improved well since the 
previous inspection. 

 In 2015, the percentage of children achieving a good level of development had 
declined and was below average. However, the percentage of children who achieved a 
good level of development at the end of Reception in 2016 rose significantly. The 
school’s assessment information indicates that children made good progress from their 
low starting points in all areas of learning. As a result, the majority of the children now 
leave Reception well prepared for their learning in Year 1. 

 The school assessment information indicates that writing is an area for development. 
Over time, attainment and progress in writing has not been as strong as other areas of 
learning. Adults have begun to take effective action to provide more writing 
opportunities for children but it is too early to evaluate the impact. 

 Children are happy and they settle confidently into the regular activities provided 
because adults are quick to understand their needs and interests. They sustain good 
attention and concentration on their selected activities. Consequently, behaviour is 
good in the early years. 

 Teachers use their assessments well to plan activities across all areas of learning. The 
activities include open-ended questions that encourage children to think and solve 
problems. For example, children in Reception were encouraged to think about what 
their shape monster might look like.  

 Parents spoken to during the inspection value the positive relationships between 
themselves and adults in the early years. Parents welcome the workshops, such as 
phonics, offered by the school. Parents have an opportunity to contribute to their 
child’s learning and development through the school’s online assessment system. This 
enables parents to support their children’s learning at home and provides good 
continuity for children’s learning. 

 Safeguarding is effective and the welfare requirements are met. 
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 131741 

Local authority Islington 

Inspection number 10019670 

 
This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 346 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Douglas Tweddle 

Headteacher Greg Crawford 

Telephone number 020 7272 2655 

Website www.poolespark.com 

Email address admin@poolespark.islington.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 21–22 October 2014 

 
Information about this school 
 
 The school was experiencing technical difficulties with its website. However, the 

necessary information is available within the school.  

 This school is large in size, compared with other primary schools. 

 The proportion of pupils supported by the pupil premium funding is well above average. 

 The vast majority of pupils are from minority ethnic groups. 

 The proportion of pupils who speak English as an additional language is well above 
average.  

 The proportion of pupils who have special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
above average. The proportion of pupils who have education, health and care plans is 
well above average. 

 The early years provision has both Nursery and Reception classes. Children attend 
Reception on a full-time basis. Children attend the Nursery either on a full-time or part-
time basis, depending on their age. 

http://www.poolespark.com/
mailto:admin@poolespark.islington.sch.uk
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 The school meets the government’s current floor standards. These set the minimum 
expectations for pupils’ attainment and progress in reading, writing and mathematics at 
the end of Year 6.  

 There is a breakfast club that is run by the school. 

 The assistant headteacher is a local authority lead moderator for key stages 1 and 2 
assessments.  
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Information about this inspection 
 
 Inspectors observed pupils’ learning in 26 lessons, some of which were joint 

observations with senior leaders. In addition, inspectors scrutinised pupils’ books, both 
while visiting lessons and independently. An inspector also attended one assembly. 

 Inspectors spoke with pupils within lessons and at playtime and lunchtime. The lead 
inspector spoke more formally with two groups of pupils; one group was made up of 
some of the most able pupils in the school. 

 Inspectors listened to pupils read in Years 1, 3, 4 and 6. 

 The lead inspector met with the chair of the governing body and three other 
governors. The lead inspector also met with a representative from the local authority. 

 Meetings were held with the headteacher, deputy headteachers and assistant 
headteachers. Inspectors also held discussions with the SENCo, early years, subject 
and phase leaders. The lead inspector also met with a group of teachers and teaching 
assistants. 

 An inspector accompanied a group of pupils on a learning walk. Pupils voiced their 
views of the school and their learning experiences. Additionally, inspectors carried out 
learning walks in Year 2 and the early years foundation stage. 

 Inspectors took into account 22 responses to Parent View, Ofsted’s online 
questionnaire, and the 28 free-text responses. Inspectors also met with parents 
informally in the playground at the start of the school day.  

 Eleven responses to Ofsted’s staff questionnaire were taken into account.  

 Inspectors analysed a range of school documentation, including the school’s own 
information on current pupil’s progress, records relating to behaviour, safeguarding and 
the checks that leaders make on the quality of teaching and learning. 

 
Inspection team 
 

Raj Mehta, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Gary Rawlings Ofsted Inspector 

Hilary Ryan Ofsted Inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s 
website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send 

you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil premium funding: 

pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and pupils in care or who left care 
through adoption or another formal route. www.gov.uk/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-

alternative-provision-settings. 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the information 

parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You 
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website: 

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. 

 
 

 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 

terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-

government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at www.gov.uk/ofsted. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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