Brixton Community
Nursery
Brixton Recreation Centre, 27 Brixton Station Road, London, SW9 8QQ

Inspection date
Previous inspection date
The quality and standards of the
early years provision

12 October 2016
Not applicable
This inspection:

Outstanding

Previous inspection:

Not applicable

1

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 The nursery manager is exceptionally knowledgeable about her role and
responsibilities. Since her appointment she has been extremely successful in making
expertly targeted and highly effective improvements. She inspires the staff team to aim
for the highest possible standards.

 Partnerships with parents are outstanding. The manager and staff are extremely
proactive and successful in engaging parents and involving them fully in their children's
learning. For example, parents attend events at the nursery and take home 'learning
packs' that provide them with ideas on how to support their children's development.

 Staff are extremely attentive to children's individual needs and get to know them very
well. Children feel happy and secure and form very strong bonds with the nursery staff.
 Children enjoy a broad and varied range of interesting activities, firmly based around
topics and themes that appeal to their individual interests. They make extremely good
progress in their development.

 Teaching is of a very strong standard and staff have high expectations for what all
children can achieve. When individual children, or groups of children, need extra
support, this is quickly identified and effective measures put in place.

 Staff work closely with other professionals to skilfully identify and close gaps in
children's learning.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 continue to strengthen the systems for staff training and development to extend the
high quality teaching as fully as possible.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed a range of activities and routines throughout the nursery.
 The inspector spoke to a sample of staff, parents and children and took into account
their views.

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager.
 The inspector looked at a sample of documentation.
 The inspector toured the premises with the manager.
Inspector
Sarah Crawford

Inspection report: Brixton Community Nursery, 12 October 2016

3 of 5

Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
The manager uses the views of parents, children and staff members highly effectively
when evaluating the setting. She is passionate about continually motivating staff towards
excellence. Highly effective staff supervision and focused training support the team to
further enhance their practice and teaching skills. For example, improvements to the
planning system have ensured that all members of staff are aware of the next steps in
each child's learning. The manager has plans to continue to strengthen the arrangements
to support staff development. The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff have
an excellent understanding of their role and responsibility to protect the children in their
care, and children develop a good understanding on how to stay safe.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
Staff make regular and very precise assessments of children's development, which they
use to identify what they need to learn next. They successfully reflect children's interests.
For example, older children create a range of art work, inspired by their interest in space.
Babies use their senses to discover the world around them. For example, they are
fascinated as they explore the texture of dough and the smell and taste of fresh herbs.
There is a very strong focus on supporting speech and language. For example, there are
regular language groups for children, who benefit from the extra support. Children have
excellent opportunities to learn outdoors. Daily outings, for example, to the local market,
help children to value the diversity of their community and understand their place in it.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
A highly effective key-person system supports children to feel secure and to settle well.
Staff act as excellent role models for behaviour. They teach children about their emotions
and help them understand the consequences of their actions. Children behave
exceptionally well and make positive choices. Children's good health is actively supported.
For example, the nursery chef works alongside parents to provide each child with tasty
and nutritious meals, which meet their dietary requirements. He shares favourite recipes
so that parents and children can prepare these at home. Children benefit from extensive
opportunities for physical play within the recreation centre, where the nursery is based,
and on outings to local parks and open spaces.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
Children make extremely good progress and those with starting points below those of
other children of their age catch up quickly. All children become motivated, independent
learners. They gain a wide range of skills necessary for the next stages in their
development. For example, babies and toddlers master personal skills, such as feeding
themselves, while older children learn to listen and contribute in a group situation.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY480803

Local authority

Lambeth

Inspection number

988130

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children

0-5

Total number of places

40

Number of children on roll

48

Name of registered person

The London Early Years Foundation

Registered person unique
reference number

RP901332

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Telephone number

020 7062 0466

Brixton Community Nursery registered in 2014. It is operated by the London Early Years
Foundation. It is situated in the London Borough of Lambeth. It operates Monday to
Friday from 8.00am until 6pm, for 51 weeks of the year. The nursery offers free early
education funding for children aged two, three and four years. It also operates a crche
from the premises. A team of 11 staff work with the children, nine of whom have relevant
early years qualifications from level 3 to level 5.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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