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Inspection date 6 July 2016 

 

Overall outcome Independent school standards met 

 

Context of the inspection 

 This inspection was undertaken at the request of the registration authority for 
independent schools in order to monitor the progress the school has made in 
implementing its action plan. 

 The school’s last full inspection was in June 2014, when a large number of independent 
school standards were not met. A progress monitoring inspection, carried out in March 
2015, found that many of these independent school standards continued to be unmet. A 
second progress monitoring inspection was conducted in December 2015 and found that 
a few requirements were not met.  

 The Department for Education wrote to the school on 13 June 2016 to confirm that the 
action plan it had submitted in March 2016 had not been approved.  

 This third progress monitoring inspection was carried out without notice.  

 The inspection focused on the school’s progress in those parts of the action plan relating 
to Parts 3, 5, 6 and 8 of the independent school standards. 

 At the time of the inspection, the headmaster and the compliance officer were absent 
from the school. The inspector held meetings with the acting headmaster and the head 
of Kodesh, observed learning and inspected the changing and showering facilities. In 
addition, he scrutinised a wide range of documentation and spoke with pupils and staff 
throughout the inspection. 

 

Main findings 

Welfare, health and safety of pupils 

 The previous inspection in December 2015, found that not all staff had received training 
in the prevention of radicalisation and extremism. In its action plan, the school stated 
that all staff would be trained in the ‘Prevent’ duty. As a result of implementing its 
action plan, all staff have been trained in the prevention of radicalisation and 
extremism. As a result, the requirements for this standard are met.  

 At the time of the previous inspection, pupils were unaware of aspects of prejudice-
based bullying. Also, record-keeping of such incidents was not rigorous enough. In its 
action plan, the school stated that weekly assemblies would take place to raise pupils’ 
awareness of how to stay safe and to explore the different types of bullying, including 
cyber bullying and prejudice-based bullying. In addition, leaders stated that procedures 
were now in place for the recording and monitoring of all bullying incidents. As a result 
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of implementing its action plan, the school’s anti-bullying and harassment policy was 
revised in January 2016. It sets out clearly the school’s expectations, stating that ‘we all 
have the right to learn in a safe and supportive environment, that is free from bullying, 
harassment, discrimination and violence.’ In addition, assemblies have taken place and 
have covered such themes as ‘Bullying’ and ‘Health and safety’. Pupils spoke positively 
about these assemblies and were able to discuss confidently different types of bullying, 
including cyber and prejudice-based forms of bullying. The requirements for this 
standard are met. 

 The inspection in December 2015 highlighted that the admission register did not contain 
all the required details. In its action plan, the school indicated that it would ensure that 
the admission register would include dates and destinations of pupils when they join 
and leave the school. This has been done and the admission register meets the 
requirements for this standard. It is kept electronically and is regularly updated by the 
compliance officer.  

 The school now meets all the requirements for this part of the independent school 
standards. 

 

Premises of and accommodation at schools 

 At the time of the previous inspection, the school had not ensured that suitable 
changing and showering facilities were provided for pupils aged 11 and over. Inspection 
of the new changing and showering facilities confirmed that this aspect has been 
rectified and meets the requirements for this standard.   

 The school now meets all the requirements for this standard.   

 

Provision of information 

 At the time of the previous inspection, the school did not provide parents with reports 
on pupils’ progress in all areas of learning. Reports on pupils’ academic progress are 
sent home to parents twice a year. Each parent is required to sign to say they have 
received the report for the secular subjects. The school meets the requirements for this 
part of the standard. Leaders have ensured that all the required policies, including the 
safeguarding and child protection policy, are available from the school office upon 
request.   

 The school now meets all the requirements for this standard.   

 

Quality of leadership in and management of schools 

 Leaders and proprietors have ensured that all aspects relating to the standards 
concerning pupils’ welfare, health and safety, the premises, the provision of information 
and the promotion of pupils’ well-being are now met. As a result, all the independent 
school standards are now met. 

 

Compliance with regulatory requirements  

The school meets The Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 
and associated requirements. 
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Inspection team 

David Scott, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

 

Information about this school 

 Talmud Torah Chaim Meirim Wiznitz School is situated in the Stoke Newington area of 
north London.  

 The school was established in 1979 by CMA Trust, which owns the school. It serves a 
strictly Orthodox Jewish community.  

 The school relies on voluntary contributions rather than charging a fixed fee.  

 There are currently 259 boys on roll who are between the ages of five and 13 years.  

 One pupil has a statement of special educational needs and receives support from a 
specialist support centre, Binoh.  

 The majority of pupils speak English as an additional language. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 100296 

Inspection number 10021276 

DfE registration number 204/6377 

This inspection was conducted at the request of the registration authority for independent schools. 
It was carried out under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act 2008. 

 

Type of school Orthodox Jewish school for boys 

School status Independent school 

Age range of pupils 5−13 

Gender of pupils Boys 

Number of pupils on the school roll 259 

Number of part-time pupils 0 

Proprietor CMA Trust 

Chair E. Gottesfield 

Headteacher Rabbi Samuel Hoffman 

Date of previous school inspection 15 December 2015 

Annual fees (day pupils) Voluntary contributions 

Telephone number 020 8806 0898 

Email address s.hoffman@gmail.com  

 

mailto:s.hoffman@gmail.com
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance 'Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy 

of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use 
the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and 

when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools 

in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main 
Ofsted website: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and 

inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and 

skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and 

inspects the Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, 

colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and skills training, adult and community 

learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses 

council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding and 

child protection. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 

Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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