
   

 

Little Wombles    
The Army Cadet Centre, Broomhill Road, London, SW18 4JG    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

3 August 2016  
Not applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Not applicable   

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The provider has a clear understanding of her role and responsibilities as a leader. She 
is actively involved within the setting and works alongside the manager to include 
parents and motivate staff in her desire to provide a high-quality provision. 

  

 Staff engage parents effectively in their children's learning. Parents contribute to initial 
and ongoing assessments, and staff keep them informed of their children's progress. 

  

 Staff know how to observe children's play to get an accurate picture of their interests 
and development. They use this information effectively to plan interesting and 
engaging activities for children. 

  

 Children develop strong bonds with their key person and other practitioners, which 
helps them to feel safe and secure. 

  

 Children make good progress in their development. They are gaining key skills for the 
next stages in their learning, for example, they learn how to count and to compare size 
while exploring construction play. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff miss opportunities at times to make their expectations fully known to children, 
particularly to help them learn why they need to follow rules or carry out personal care 
routines. 

  

 On occasion, the organisation around mealtimes leads to some children becoming 
restless and waiting for periods, which does not always support their well-being fully. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 offer children clearer explanations about the importance of following daily tasks, to 

increase their understanding of keeping safe and being healthy  
  

 review daily routines, with particular regard to mealtimes, to increase children's level of 
engagement and enjoyment during these times. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed a range of activities and routines throughout the nursery, to 
assess the quality of teaching and learning.  

  

 The inspector held a meeting with the provider and carried out discussions with staff at 
various points during the inspection.  

  

 The inspector sought information from parents and children, and considered their 
views.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the provider.  
  

 The inspector looked at a sample of documents, including the setting's policies, staff 
suitability checks and children's developmental records.  

  

  

Inspector  

Sarah Crawford 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

Leaders work well together to ensure staff receive regular support and training, and know 
about current childcare issues, to maintain a good standard of teaching. Safeguarding is 
effective. The provider and staff have a thorough understanding of child protection issues, 
including how to support the safety of children. There are thorough recruitment 
procedures in place to ensure that staff are suitably qualified and have the right skills for 
their role. The provider uses self-evaluation processes effectively to develop the quality of 
the provision, while taking into account the views of staff, parents and children. Parents 
feel that their opinions are valued and they comment on how the manager and staff are 
highly responsive to their suggestions.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

The learning environment is stimulating and well resourced. Staff support children to 
develop their own interests and make choices about what they play with. Children enjoy 
periods of uninterrupted play to fully explore the good range of activities on offer. Staff 
extend children's learning well. For example, they introduce new vocabulary while 
describing the features of dinosaurs. Where tasks are challenging, staff encourage children 
to try things out for themselves, but they know when to intervene to encourage and 
support children further. Staff assess children's development regularly, and use this 
information effectively to monitor their progress and to plan for their next steps in 
learning. Where children need some additional help to achieve further, their key person 
identifies this well and implements plans to help them progress. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Children receive good support when they join the setting, and staff implement an effective 
key person system, which helps children settle in quickly with ease. Staff speak kindly and 
respectfully to children and to one another. They remind children to share and take turns, 
and generally encourage good manners, such as saying 'please' and 'thank you'. Overall, 
children's behaviour is good. Staff support children's enjoyment of healthy lifestyles. For 
example, children benefit from a wide range of nutritious meals and snacks, which 
includes plenty of fresh fruits and vegetables. Additionally, children enjoy physical 
exercise, such as regular outdoor play in the garden, and go on visits to the local park. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

All children are making good progress in their development, including those who are 
learning English as an additional language. Children gain a range of necessary skills in 
preparation for the next stages in their development. For example, toddlers learn to feed 
themselves, while older children use and understand phonics, such as when identifying the 
letters and sounds in their names. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY478163 

Local authority Wandsworth 

Inspection number 978235 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 1 - 2 

Total number of places 15 

Number of children on roll 16 

Name of registered person Nicola Claire McDougal 

Registered person unique 
reference number 

RP515932 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 07884253398 

 

Little Wombles registered in 2014. It is situated in the London Borough of Wandsworth. 
The nursery provides care from 8am to 6pm on weekdays and operates throughout most 
of the year. The provider employs five members of staff and all staff hold appropriate 

early years qualifications.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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