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Inspection date 18 July 2016
Previous inspection date Not applicable
This inspection: Requires 3

The quality and standards of the

St improvement
early years provision

Previous inspection: Not applicable

Effectiveness of the leadership and management R equires 3
improvement

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare R equires 3
improvement

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:

B There are minor weaknesses in the childminder's arrangements for making sure her
assistants are suitable to work with children. However, the risk to children is minimised
as the childminder does not leave these assistants unsupervised with the children.

It has the following strengths

B Children form very close relationships with the childminder, her family and the team of
assistants. This results in a very happy, homely atmosphere.

B The support for children's learning and care needs is good. The childminder is

especially well trained and experienced in looking after children with special educational
needs.

B The childminder monitors children's learning and development closely. This enables her
to quickly recognise where any additional support may be needed. As a result, children
make good progress from their individual starting points.

B A wide range of interesting and stimulating activities, outings and visits to local groups
help to broaden children's experiences and enable them to socialise with other children.

B The quality of teaching is good overall. The childminder is ambitious and dedicated to
providing a high quality service. She has accurately identified that some further work is
needed to develop the teaching skills of her assistants.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage the provider must:

Due Date

B apply more rigour to the recruitment of assistants to make sure 19/08/2016
they are suitable to fulfil their role in working with children.

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B develop the quality of teaching to make sure it is of the highest level.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the support for children's learning,
both inside and outside.

B The inspector talked to the childminder and her assistants at convenient times during
the inspection to find out how they plan for children's learning and development and
what they do to keep children safe.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder to evaluate how well
she monitors the work of her assistants.

B The inspector looked at a range of documentation, including training records, suitability
checks, confirmation of qualifications, children's progress reports, the self-evaluation
and a sample of policies and procedures.

Inspector
Jo Caswell, Her Majesty's Inspector
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management requires improvement

There is a lack of rigour applied to the checking of assistants who work with the children.
However, all other aspects of the early years foundation stage are met. Safeguarding is
effective. The childminder and her assistants have completed relevant training and know
what action to take if they have any concerns about a child. Many effective safety
precautions are taken within the home and in the minibuses used to transport children.
Risk assessments for outings are detailed and this means children's well-being is
appropriately prioritised.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

The childminder closely observes what children are saying and doing and plans activities
she knows will challenge them. She is skilled in using spontaneous events to build on
children's interests. For example, following a visit to the local fire station, the children
thoroughly enjoyed working together to make a model of a fire station. This promoted
children's language skills as they talked about what they had seen and had to remember
the different features of the fire station. On another occasion, the children showed real
interest in observing the childminder's husband using tools to fix something in the garden.
To build on their curiosity, he explained what the tools were for and enabled the children
to experiment with the tools under his close supervision. Detailed planning and
assessment arrangements mean any gaps in children's learning are identified at an early
stage. Partnerships with parents, other early years settings and the local schools are good.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare require improvement

There are a small humber of outstanding checks for some assistants. However, other
arrangements to support children's personal development are effective. They become
increasingly confident and independent and relationships between the older children and
the younger children are positive. The good quality teaching means children develop a
clear understanding of the needs of others. For example, they learn about different
cultures and respect the views of others. Daily activities in the childminder's garden, and
visits to local parks, the beach and places of interest, mean children have plenty of
opportunities to be physically active. Home-cooked, nourishing meals support children's
healthy development well.

Outcomes for children are good

Older children develop a good range of skills to help them become ready for starting
school. They concentrate well and listen attentively to stories. As the childminder works
hard to develop children's speaking and listening skills from a young age, children are
confident communicators. They ask questions; they are curious and want to find out how
things work. Non-mobile babies are fascinated by the older children and gain a great deal
from being around them. In turn, older children develop a caring nature and understand
they must be very careful around the younger children.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY476985

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 1055910

Type of provision Childminder

Day care type Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 11

Number of children on roll 18

Name of registered person
Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Telephone number

The childminder registered in 2014. She lives with her husband and two grown-up children
in Burgess Hill, West Sussex. She works with a team of assistants. Funding is accepted for
the provision of free early years education for children aged two, three and four years.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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