Chiltern Nursery School Ofg?gél

All Saints Church Hall, Oval Way, Gerrards Cross, Buckinghamshire, SL9 8PZ raising sta ndards
improving lives

Inspection date 11 July 2016
Previous inspection date 24 February 2016
. This inspection: Requires 3
The quality and standards of the improvement
early years provision _ _ _
Previous inspection: Inadequate 4
Effectiveness of the leadership and management R equires 3
improvement
. . . Requires
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment improvement 3
Personal development, behaviour and welfare R equires 3
improvement
Outcomes for children R equires 3
improvement

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:

B New systems for monitoring staff practice have recently been implemented. However,
they are not yet fully effective in identifying staff training needs.

B It is too soon to see the impact of the new systems introduced to improve children's
learning and progress. Some planned activities do not provide sufficient challenge or
support the next steps in children's learning.

B The progress check carried out on children aged between two and three years does not
contain sufficient detail. Parents are not involved in the process. The lack of recorded
information means any delays in children’s learning are not recognised.

B Staff do not gather relevant information from parents about what children know and
can do when they join the nursery.

It has the following strengths

B Children have a good understanding of safety. They have regular discussions and safety
issues and practise emergency procedures.

B Children have good opportunities to develop their imagination and creativity. They
confidently construct castles from recycled materials and represent their own ideas
using paint, giving them a sense of achievement.

B The nursery team continues to work in partnership with the local authority to make
ongoing improvements.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage the provider must:

Due Date

B make better use of observations to ensure all activities challenge 14/10/2016
children, take account of their interests and abilities and enable
them to make good or better progress in their learning

B ensure the check carried out on children aged between two and 14/10/2016
three years monitors their development closely to identify any early
signs of delay and provides parents with a written summary of
their progress

B improve the procedures for monitoring staff practice to identify any 14/10/2016
weaknesses in teaching and training needs.

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B gain more information from parents when children start at the nursery to help staff
understand what children already know and can do.

Inspection activities

B The inspector sampled a range of documentation, such as records of children's learning
and progress, safeguarding policies, and staff suitability checks.

B The inspector spoke to parents, staff and children at appropriate times throughout the
day.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching, both indoors and outdoors, to assess
the impact on children's learning.

B The inspector conducted a joint observation with the nursery manager at snack time to
assess how well leaders monitor staff practice.

B The inspector spoke to the local authority improvement officer who has been
supporting the staff team in making improvements to the nursery school.

Inspector
Maria Conroy
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management requires improvement

Some improvements have been made to support children's learning since the last
inspection. However, most of these are still in the early stages of development. All staff
have completed training which has helped to improve their skills and knowledge in relation
to how children learn. These changes have led to improvements in the way in the nursery
is organised. Children now have access to a greater number of resources to support their
learning. The manager has recently started to monitor staff practice through observation
and supervision meetings, although this is not yet fully established. Safeguarding is
effective. Recruitment procedures have been improved to ensure that anyone working
with children is suitable to do so. All staff have completed training on safeguarding. This
has given them a better understanding of how to keep children safe.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment requires improvement

The systems in place to monitor and assess children’s progress are not developed
sufficiently well. This includes the progress check completed between the ages of two and
three years. The lack of detail prevents staff from identifying where there are gaps in
children's learning or if they require further support. The weaknesses in the planning
systems mean that teaching is not precise enough to help children make good progress.
Staff and parents exchange information about the children on a daily basis. However
further work is required on gathering information when children start, to find out what
they already know and can do.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare require improvement

Children are beginning to develop the skills they need to learn. However, occasionally they
lack motivation when the planned activities do not provide sufficient challenge. Children
generally behave well and they are learning to share and take turns. They are developing
positive relationships with the staff that care for them, which makes them feel secure.
Children have regular opportunities to play outdoors. They eat healthy snacks and wash
their hands before they eat. This supports their health and well-being. Staff support
children to understand the daily routine using action songs. For example, they sing and
march like soldiers when it is time for some of the children to get ready to go home.

Outcomes for children require improvement

Children come to nursery happy and ready to learn. However, their progress is hindered
because the activities provided do not sometimes match their interests and abilities. This
means that some children are not learning to focus their attention and concentrate well in
readiness for school. Children are encouraged to develop their independence skills. For
example, they hang up their coat on arrival, pour their drinks at snack time and make
decisions about where they want to play. Children’s literacy skills are generally well
supported by staff throughout the daily routine. For example, during self-registration,
children are learning to recognise their name and sound out the letters. They enjoy
listening to books read by the staff, and exploring them independently.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number
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Day care type

Registers

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference humber

Date of previous inspection

Telephone number

107981

Buckinghamshire
1054092

Sessional provision
Childcare - Non-Domestic

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

2-4

36

28

Frances Cameron-Wilson
RP909808

24 February 2016
07774047323
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Chiltern Nursery School first opened in 1966. It operates from a church hall in Gerrards
Cross in Buckinghamshire. The nursery school is open on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 9am until 3pm, on Thursdays from 9am until 1pm, and on Fridays from

9am until 12 noon, during school term times only. Funding is accepted for the provision of
free early years education for children aged three and four years. A team of five staff work
with the children, two of whom hold relevant childcare qualifications at level 3. The owner
is also the manager. She holds a Montessori level 4 teaching qualification.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the

statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early

years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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