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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

20 May 2016  
30 July 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Care practices support children's physical and emotional well-being effectively. Children 
show secure emotional attachments to the childminder and the assistant. The 
childminder teaches children to use good manners from the earliest opportunity. 

  

 Children make good progress from their starting points. Any gaps in learning are 
quickly narrowed due to effective teaching. The childminder follows children's progress 
in detail and frequently exchanges information with the assistant to help assess this 
accurately. 

  

 The childminder makes effective use of what she knows about children's progress to 
provide activities that are challenging and which extend their learning. The learning 
environment is stimulating and children explore it readily. The childminder praises 
children's efforts and successes to help further motivate them in their learning. 

  

 Parents help the childminder to establish their children's starting points in learning. The 
childminder offers ideas to help parents promote their children's progress. She seeks 
their views about how to improve the quality of provision and provides them with 
regular updates about their children's progress. 

  

 The childminder updates the skills and knowledge gained from her qualifications and 
experience to help further promote children's well-being and progress. She provides the 
assistant with the skills needed to help promote children's well-being and learning 
effectively. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The childminder does not fully make the maximum use of what she knows about the 
ways that individual children learn best to enhance their concentration skills. 

  

 Reflection on practice is not yet meticulous enough to lead to an outstanding quality of 
provision. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 enhance the ways in which children are helped to improve their concentration and 

extend the use of their strengths and preferred ways of learning  
  

 sharpen the detail for reflecting on practice and further raise the quality of provision. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector viewed the areas of the premises used for childminding.  
  

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning.  

  

 The inspector completed an evaluation of teaching with the childminder.  
  

 The inspector looked at relevant documentation related to the provision for children's 
welfare and learning, along with evidence of checks on the suitability of those living or 
working on the premises.  

  

 The inspector and the childminder discussed how the childminder reflects on her 
provision in order to bring about continuous improvement.  

  

 The inspector looked at documents provided by parents to gain their views of the 
setting and spoke to children at appropriate times during the inspection.  

  

  

Inspector  

Jennifer Kennaugh 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The childminder and the assistant have 
a comprehensive knowledge of how to identify and report safeguarding concerns about 
children. Risk is managed effectively, minimising the likelihood of accidents and promoting 
children's well-being. The childminder reviews and maintains all required documents, 
records and qualifications that contribute to underpinning the good provision for children's 
welfare. Both the childminder and the assistant have qualifications in paediatric first aid. 
The childminder maintains effective partnerships with other settings to help promote 
continuity of children's progress and well-being.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Children enjoy exploring a wide range of materials with different textures, colours and 
sounds. They scoop and mould damp sand, pour water and delight in catching and 
popping bubbles. The childminder and the assistant make effective use of children's 
exploration of these materials to help extend their speaking skills. They emphasise new 
words to children, introducing numbers and colour names. Children enjoy using glue and 
practise their manipulative skills by making collages with shiny pieces of paper. The 
childminder allows children plenty of time to explore the feeling of the glue on their hands 
and talks to them about how this feels. Children have good opportunities to develop the 
manipulative skills that later help when learning to hold pens and write. They enjoy 
listening to songs, participating in the actions and using simple percussion instruments to 
explore sounds and rhythms. Children are encouraged from an early stage to respect 
others and any differences they may have, as well as to recognise their similarities. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

The childminder works effectively with parents to help them seek any additional support to 
promote their children's progress. She provides parents with detailed, daily updates about 
activities which children have enjoyed. The childminder encourages children to be 
independent. They serve themselves fruit snacks and find their own water beakers. Babies 
are praised for their efforts to use spoons to feed themselves. Children show an early 
interest in helping others by finding the coat of another child. The childminder praises 
their kindness and interactions, motivating children to use good social skills. She provides 
foods which contribute towards maintaining a healthy lifestyle and babies and very young 
children enjoy these. Children also help to grow and prepare some fruits and vegetables, 
enhancing their learning about where these come from. The childminder provides plenty 
of opportunities and space for children to run, pedal and climb outside. They develop their 
coordination and strength, as well as an enjoyment of exercise. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children make good progress towards their next steps in learning, including the skills and 
attributes needed in readiness for school. They learn effective hygiene routines and 
develop independence. Children learn to take turns and share resources. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 501590 

Local authority Oldham 

Inspection number 1042369 

Type of provision Childminder 

Day care type Childminder 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 0 - 10 

Total number of places 12 

Number of children on roll 5 

Name of registered person  

Date of previous inspection 30 July 2012 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder was registered in 2000 and lives in the Chadderton area of Oldham, 
Greater Manchester. The childminder operates from 7.30am to 5pm, on weekdays all year 
round, excluding family holidays and bank holidays. The childminder is qualified at level 3 

in childcare and employs an unqualified assistant who works part-time. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early 

years foundation stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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