
   

 

Providence Day Nursery    
Providence Street, Elland, Halifax, HX5 9DL    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

14 April 2016  
17 May 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Requires 
improvement  

3   

Previous inspection: Outstanding  1 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment 
Requires 
improvement 

3 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare 
Requires 
improvement 

3  

Outcomes for children 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:   
  

 The provider has failed to notify Ofsted of a change of manager. 
  

 Managers do not ensure that all training undertaken by staff is fully understood to 
inform their professional practice. 

  

 At times, staff are engaged in routine tasks which take them away from the children. 
This impacts on the quality of teaching and disrupts children's learning. 

  

 Practices to supervise and train staff are not sharply focused on developing staff's 
interactions and raising the quality of teaching. 

  

 Staff do not gather enough information from parents about children's achievements and 
learning at home. This means that they cannot use this information to plan precisely for 
children's learning, in order to accelerate their progress. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Children are very confident, happy and settled. They are provided with good 
opportunities to acquire self-help skills and be independent. 

  

 Partnerships with other settings and schools are strong. Accurate information is 
exchanged to promote consistency in care and learning. 

  

 Environments are well planned and stimulating. Resources are organised well and 
children access them freely to support their play. 

  

 Staff monitor children's progress closely and mangers review data to help identify any 
gaps in learning. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and the Childcare 
Register the provider must: 
 

  Due Date 
   

 ensure staff embed and retain information from recent training. 26/05/2016 
   

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 develop the organisation of routines to ensure that they do not have a detrimental 

effect on children's learning 
  

 focus more precisely on improving staff's teaching skills to raise the quality of teaching  
  

 gather more information from parents about children's learning and achievements at 
home, to plan precisely for their learning.  

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities in all playrooms and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.  

  

 The inspector completed two joint observations with the manager, one specifically to 
look at practice in the pre-school room.  

  

 The inspector looked at recruitment procedures, suitability of staff, children's 
assessment records and a sample of policies.  

  

 The inspector held a meeting with the management team and discussed the setting's 
evaluation procedures and improvement plan.  

  

 The inspector spoke to a small selection of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.  

  

  

Inspector  

Susie Prince  
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management  requires improvement 
 

The provider has failed to inform Ofsted of changes to the person managing the setting, 
which is an offence. However, this does not have a significant impact on children's 
welfare. This is because recruitment procedures are robust and the temporary manager 
has been fully checked and vetted. The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff 
know how to refer concerns about children's welfare and the premises are safe, secure 
and hazard free. However, although managers supervise and monitor staff, they do not 
always ensure they retain and understand information from training. Furthermore, these 
practices are not yet meticulously focused on raising the quality of teaching. As a result, 
some staff are less effectively equipped with the skills to stretch, challenge and guide 
children in their learning. Managers are suitably qualified and demonstrate the capacity to 
improve. They regularly review and evaluate practice and take account of the views of the 
service users.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment  requires improvement 
 

There are inconsistencies in the quality of teaching. At times, the pre-school room is 
chaotic and noise levels are high. This impacts on children's ability to concentrate and 
engage in purposeful learning. Observation and assessments are used effectively 
throughout the setting to plan for children's future learning. Staff have good relationships 
with parents and keep them well informed of children's progress. However, they do not 
obtain enough information from them about children's learning at home to plan precisely 
for their learning. Overall, children are making good progress in their learning and 
development. They participate in a good range of activities. For example, babies 
investigate their surroundings confidently and explore interesting items, using their 
senses. Children manipulate dough and handle a wide range of tools safely. They 
complete puzzles and are supported well to solve problems independently. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare require improvement 
 

Staff are generally deployed effectively and staffing ratios are consistently met. However, 
at times, routine tasks, such as toileting, mean that it is difficult for the staff who are left 
in the room to fully meet the needs of all children. Staff are friendly and know children 
well. Children behave well and play cooperatively with others. They have regular 
opportunities to play outside and engage in physical exercise and dance. They are 
provided with nutritious meals and follow good hygiene routines to promote their health. 
   

 

Outcomes for children require improvement 
 

Children are not consistently supported to make the best possible progress in their 
learning. For example, story time in the pre-school room is not organised well enough to 
promote children's good concentration, listening and literacy skills. On occasions, staff 
miss opportunities to extend children's knowledge and skills further. Despite this, overall, 
children are developing skills in readiness for school. They are very confident and 
demonstrate friendly behaviour to others. Babies babble in response to staff's interactions 
and older children are confident communicators. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY250298 

Local authority Calderdale 

Inspection number 848361 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 54 

Number of children on roll 81 

Name of provider Providence Day Nursery Limited 

Date of previous inspection 17 May 2011 

Telephone number 01422 379300 

 

Providence Day Nursery was registered in 2010. The setting employs 12 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, nine hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and 
above. The setting opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am 
until 6pm. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 

children. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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