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This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Previous inspection:

Outstanding

1

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 The leadership team and staff are highly reflective. Detailed self-evaluation and
development plans show the continual strive to maintain the excellent levels of care
and education.

 Staff's observations of children's play and learning are precise and accurate. They know
children extremely well and support them to make excellent progress in their learning
and development.

 Children play exceptionally well together. Staff support them to take turns and use
strategies for them to do this independently. For example, children use a timer to share
popular resources and talk to each other about whose turn it is next.

 Staff plan highly stimulating and exciting outside learning experiences for children.

They have daily opportunities to play outside and be active and relish the opportunity
to choose where to play and explore. Children are motivated and enjoy the wide variety
of activities on offer.

 Children receive excellent support to develop their own ideas and build their thinking

skills. Staff skilfully question children to encourage them to lead their learning and
creativity. For example, they choose what and how they would like to develop their junk
modelling pirate ship.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 continue to extend the excellent partnerships with parents to support children's
learning and development even further.

Inspection activities







The inspector held a meeting with the leadership team.
The inspector observed the quality of teaching inside and outside.
The inspector talked to parents and took their views into consideration.
The inspector held a joint observation with the manager.
The inspector sampled documentation such as training records, evidence of suitability
checks and policies and procedures.

Inspector
Sarah Taylor-Smith
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
The highly organised leadership team provide excellent guidance and support for staff to
continue to develop their outstanding practice. For example, staff receive coaching and
attend individual meetings with management to share any concerns and set targets for
future development. For example, children benefitted from a stronger focus on supporting
their mathematical development. Staff have excellent relationships with other
professionals. Children who have special educational needs and disabilities particularly
benefit from the high-quality information sharing. Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a
thorough understanding of their responsibility to safeguard children and what to do if they
have any concerns about their welfare. Children's progress is closely monitored and gaps
in learning for groups and individuals are swiftly addressed. Additional funding is used well
to ensure that outcomes for all children are consistently high.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
Children are highly involved in activities and are continually absorbed in interesting and
engaging play. Older children learn excellent literacy skills. For example, staff provide
outstanding support to children to explore how letters and sounds link together. Parents
have many opportunities to be involved in their children's learning. For example, they are
regularly invited to spend time with their children at nursery and receive detailed reports
of their children's progress. However, very occasionally staff miss the opportunity to gain
further detailed information from parents about their children.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Children are extremely settled and are happy to explore their interesting surroundings.
Children's opinions are highly valued and children are confident to make predictions and
answer questions. For example, staff ensure that all children have the opportunity to reply
and respect each other's views. Children learn to respect other people's cultures and
beliefs and find out about their local community. For example, they get involved in
community events in their immediate area. Children have excellent opportunities to learn
about food and being healthy. For example, children excitedly talk about how fruits and
vegetables are good for them and explore how they change and decay overtime.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
All children make high rates of progress and are well prepared to start school. Children are
confident and highly independent leaners. They are excellent communicators. For
instance, young children learn to make choices in their play and communicate their needs
with photographs and pictures. Children have good mathematical skills and talk about
numbers routinely during play. For example, they quickly identify that they have nine
pieces of treasure and there is one more to find to make 10.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY232973

Local authority

East Sussex

Inspection number

826418

Type of provision

Sessional provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children

2-4

Total number of places

50

Number of children on roll

109

Name of provider

Whitehill Childcare Services Limited

Date of previous inspection

18 June 2010

Telephone number

01892 610816

Whitehill Nursery School is run by Whitehill Childcare Services Ltd. It registered in 2002
and operates on the site of Ashdown primary school in Crowborough, East Sussex. The
nursery is open each day from 8.45am to 3pm during the term time. There are 17
members of staff, 11 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications. The nursery
receives funding for free early education for children aged two, three and four years.
Whitehill Childcare Services Ltd also operates an after school and holiday club on the same
premises.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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