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Village Hall, Chapel Road, Breachwood Green, HITCHIN, Hertfordshire, SG4 8NX    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

3 May 2016  
15 February 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Requires 
improvement  

3   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment 
Requires 
improvement 

3 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare 
Requires 
improvement 

3  

Outcomes for children 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:   
  

 The provider does not ensure that children play in a suitable environment. Some areas 
of the premises are not clean or well maintained. 

  

 The provider is not aware of the requirement to maintain an accurate record of 
children's hours of attendance. 

  

 Staff do not use their routine assessments of the most able children effectively, in order 
to identify where they can be challenged further. They do not always swiftly adapt their 
practice to build on children's curiosity to use resources in a range of ways. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 The provider and her team of staff are keen to improve the pre-school. They have 
implemented some positive change and warmly welcome the views of others. 

  

 Partnerships with parents are strong. Each child's key person uses a range of ways to 
provide parents with information. They offer advice and work cooperatively to help 
close identified gaps in children's learning. 

  

 Well-qualified staff draw on opportunities to engage children in animated discussion 
and use their knowledge of each family to extend children's focused attention. They 
speak clearly and encourage children to take their time and sound out words. This 
helps to develop children's speech and language skills. 

  

 Children have many outdoor learning opportunities. They practise a range of physical 
skills as they climb large apparatus, balance on beams and develop their ball control. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and the Childcare 
Register the provider must: 
 

  Due Date 
   

 ensure that the overall premises are fit for purpose and comply 
with requirements of health and safety legislation 

03/06/2016 

   

 keep a daily record of the hours of attendance for children looked 
after on the premises and retain these for a period of two years 

17/05/2016 

   

 ensure that routine assessments on the most able children focus 
on their stage of development as well as age, in order that plans 
can offer suitable challenge to fully support them to make 
continued progress in all areas of learning. 

17/05/2016 

   

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 provide children with more opportunities to use resources in a range of ways and build 

on their levels of curiosity.  
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. She accompanied staff on a 
trip to the nearby, outdoor play area.  

  

 The inspector observed and discussed an adult-led activity with the deputy manager. 
She held a meeting with the provider and spoke with staff and children at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector viewed a sample of the pre-school's documentation including a self-
evaluation form, policies, children's learning journals and registers.  

  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents through discussions on the day.  
  

 The inspector saw evidence of the qualifications and suitability of all persons working 
on the premises and some other documentation in relation to the safeguarding and 
welfare requirements.  

  

  

Inspector  

Rachel Pepper 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management  requires improvement 
 

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff know the procedures to follow in 
the event that they identify a child at risk of harm. The provider ensures the suitability of 
all adults working with children. Staff complete a daily cleaning rota. This includes wiping 
down tables between mealtimes, sweeping floors and encouraging children to follow safe 
hygiene practice, to keep themselves well. However, the provider has not yet taken action 
to ensure that all areas of the premises are kept clean and well maintained. Staff are 
suitably deployed and can account for the children in their care at all times. However, the 
provider is not aware of the requirement to accurately record children's hours of 
attendance. Regular supervision of staff practice helps to identify their strengths and some 
areas where they may benefit from further support. The provider values her occasional 
role within the local school to help her reflect on and improve some aspects of the pre-
school educational programme.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment  requires improvement 
 

Staff use the available space to provide a range of suitable activities. Children spend long 
periods of time engaged in role play. They draw on their imagination as they act out a 
range of narratives. For example, children take on the role of doctor as they administer 
pretend medication to their friends. Staff make routine observations and assessments of 
children. They note current interests to help inform the weekly planning. This means that 
some children receive challenge to achieve their next steps in learning. However, staff 
working with the most able children, do not accurately assess their individual strengths 
and areas for development. Staff use age-related guidance and do not consider the 
different rates at which children learn, to plan suitable challenge in all areas of learning. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare require improvement 
 

The weaknesses in leadership and management have a negative impact on children's 
welfare. Nevertheless, children enjoy their time at the pre-school and show a reluctance to 
leave. They develop secure attachments with staff, who gather detailed information to 
help aid their smooth move in to the provision. Children take part in activities to help them 
recognise and value those who are different to themselves. They learn to consider how 
their actions can impact on others and receive gentle reminders from staff about 
expectations of behaviour. Older children show confidence as they demonstrate to 
younger children how toys work. They relish in the praise that they receive. 
   

 

Outcomes for children require improvement 
 

Children make some progress from their starting points and acquire the basic skills that 
they need in readiness for school. They develop a positive attitude to learning and are 
eager to explore the letters of the alphabet and develop their pencil control. Children show 
suitable levels of independence; they access their own belongings and take on the 
responsibility of small tasks. For instance, they help to cut fruit at mealtimes and call 
children's names as part of the daily registration. Staff use the early years pupil premium 
funding to provide stimulating resources in line with children's interests. This helps work 
towards increasing their levels of interaction with other children. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 146743 

Local authority Hertfordshire 

Inspection number 1021802 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 2 - 4 

Total number of places 19 

Number of children on roll 22 

Name of provider Breachwood Green Pre-School Committee 

Date of previous inspection 15 February 2011 

Telephone number 01438 831099 

 

Breachwood Green Pre-School was registered in 2000 and is run by a voluntary 
committee. The pre-school employs four members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The pre-school opens from Monday to 
Thursday during term time. Sessions are from 9am until midday and from midday until 
3pm, with a lunch club available on these days from midday until 1pm. The pre-school run 
a stay-and-play session for parents and children on Fridays from 9am until 10.30am. The 
pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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